
Even though the chill has returned to the 
air, the contrast between this winter and 
last could not be starker. For the past three 
weeks it seems as if the natural world 
around us has been making every attempt 
to force an early, early spring. We have 
experienced eighty-degree temperatures 
and then a hard frost. The trees have blos-
somed early, the crocuses have opened up, 
and the forsythia is a bright yellow. The 
color around us is wonderful, yet it seems 
strangely out of place, even as the peepers 
greet me in the early morning as I arrive. 
It does mean, though, that we have made 
it through another New England winter, 
unscathed and considerably more intact 
than last year!

The McCarthy-Towne Auction took place on 
a recent weekend and it could not have been 
more successful, in my view. It was a differ-
ent venue in a difficult economy and still 
the generosity was incredible. The dedica-
tion of the parent community to the school 
is nothing short of remarkable and the gen-
erosity allows us, as a school, to make many 
different choices in terms of classroom sup-
port. But the Auction evening itself is also 
fun; it is a celebration of our community 
and of the students and teachers and staff 
that make up our school. Thank you to all 
of the people who worked so hard to make 
this event the huge success that it always 
is. Thanks to the PTSO Co-Chairs Michele 
Caterina and Kate Murray and the Auction 
Co-Chairs Heidi Dalakalis and Jill Defoe 
and to the many, many people who worked 
behind the scenes making this work. Bravo 
to everyone!

Placement conversation will soon be taking 
place and I thought I’d repeat what was said 

last year at this time. As always, our goal 
is to make the best possible placements for 
our students. We believe that the best way to 
do this is to create heterogeneous and bal-
anced classes. Creating these groupings for 
each grade level is a complex process. Our 
entire professional staff spends a great deal 
of time carefully weighing each student’s 
academic, social, and emotional needs as 
well as more individual issues such as those 
regarding particular peer relationships, 
neighborhood situations, or siblings’ expe-
riences. The sending and receiving teachers 
and the special education specialists meet 
as a team to create three balanced classes. 
The last part of the process is to assign a 
teacher to each of the classes that has been 
created. Each teacher brings a unique style 
to the classroom, thus ensuring a variety 
of teaching strategies within the frame-
work of the curriculum and the philosophy 
of the school. But in recent years a num-
ber of parents have chosen to write letters 
requesting their child be placed or not 
placed in a specific teacher’s room or with 
or not with particular children. We cannot 
honor these requests. However, we do pay 
attention to them insofar as they discuss a 
child’s learning style, needs and interests. 
As a result, you should be aware that your 
letters are always shown to the teachers at 
both the sending and receiving grade lev-
els. In today’s world, it is important that our 
students learn to relate to many different 
people. We hope that you will support your 
child as they discover how to work, and 
work well, with a broad range of students 
and teaching styles. We believe that this is 
an important part of your child’s education. 
If you do choose to write me a letter, please 
do so by Friday, April 13.

Springing into April
by David Krane, McT Principal
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Mark Your Calendar
APRIL 
9, Monday
Deadline to submit Donelan’s 
receipts to the office

11, Wednesday
Community Assembly, 2 PM
AB PIP 3rd Grade Market 
Math Mania, Roche Bros., 
4:30–7:30 PM
PTSO Meeting, 7 PM

13, Friday
Scrip Orders due

16–20
NO SCHOOL, Spring Recess

MAY
4, Friday
Parker Damon International 
Night, 6 PM

7, Monday
Literacy Seminar for parents 
of students entering first 
grade, 6:30–7:30 PM

8–9 Tuesday/Wednesday
MCAS Testing, Gr. 3, 4, 5 & 6

10, Thursday
PTSO Meeting, 9 AM 

11, Friday
6th Grade Photo Day

14–15 Tuesday/Wednesday
MCAS Testing, Gr. 5

18, Friday
McT Yard Sale drop-off,  
3–7:30 PM

19, Saturday
McT Yard Sale, 8 AM–Noon

21, Monday
Literacy Seminar for  
parents of students entering 
Kindergarten, 6:30–7:30 PM

28, Monday
NO SCHOOL, Memorial Day

AB PIP 3rd Grade Market Math Mania! 
Acton-Boxborough PIP (Parent Involvement Project) invites 3rd grade students and 
parents to an open house format of 3rd Grade Market Math Mania on Wednesday, 
April 11 from 4:30-7:30 PM at Roche Bros. (387 Mass. Ave, Acton). Plan to spend 
about an hour to complete all activities. Sponsored by Roche Bros. and AB PIP. Visit 
www.actonpip.org for details.
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from Michele Caterina and Kate Murray, PTSO co-chairs
WOW! March has been a great month as we celebrated our 21st annual auction, which was a 

smashing success. Held at the Butternut Farm Golf Course this year, we had a great night with a 
capacity crowd and a plethora of things to bid on. Each year, we are amazed at how the auction brings 

us together in so many ways. It joins us as a school, as the children make their artwork and the faculty 
and staff create fun auction experiences for us to bid on. It joins us as parents, as we offer our donations of time 
to make the event run smoothly, as well as donations of items for auction. Huge thanks go to Heidi Dalaklis and 
Jill Defoe on pulling us all together this one last time to make our auction a huge success. This is truly an event 
that shows how the whole is greater than the sum of its parts.

The annual Lip Sync concert was a great afternoon activity of entertainment last weekend. Who knew our kids 
were such talented performers?! The kids groups had excellent costumes, picked great music to lip sync and 
dance to, and got the crowd grooving! And the teacher group of Disco Divas was a giant hit! Many thanks to 
Lynne Densen and Karen Anderson for running and directing this wonderful McT community event. 

As April begins, we look forward to the last few of months of PTSO activities. There is still more work to be 
done this year! We always need volunteers and will need them for upcoming events such as International 
Night, the McT Yard Sale, and the Ice Cream Social. Also please keep in mind that we are looking to fill many 
PTSO positions for next year—especially 2 auction co-chair and a McT News editor, to name a few. We will be 
advertising for these positions in the Bulletin. If you have any special skills and a desire to help out the PTSO, 
let us know! We’d love your help in any way.

Our next meeting is Wednesday, April 11 at 7 PM. Please join us in the Faculty Lounge on the 2nd floor of 
the Parker Damon Building. We are beginning budget discussions for next year and welcome your comments 
and questions.

Have a wonderful, relaxing April vacation week!

PTSO 
News

Turn in Your Receipts by April 9 

The Register Tapes for Education Program with Donelan’s 
Supermarkets has ended. If you have any Donelan’s 
receipts dated September 1, 2011 through March 
31, 2012 please bring them into to the McT office by 
Monday, April 9th. Thank you!

Thank You
from Patty Lee, Parent Involvement Coordinator

Thank you to the members of our community who vol-
unteer in many ways. There have been many recent 
projects and tasks where volunteers came forward to 
help our school, including (but not limited to):

Maria Ledeboer-Cid for supervising the voting table on 
McT Read Across America Day.

Michele Abroff for organizing and running the McT 
Spirit Wear fundraiser.

Parker Damon International Night 2011
McT and Merriam Students (and Parents) get to travel 
the world during the Parker Damon International 
Night to be held on Friday, May 4 from 6–8:30 PM. 
We will create a venue where you can see countries of 
the world without leaving the premises of the Parker 
Damon Building! You can sample international foods, 
visit educational exhibitions in the “Global Village”, 
enjoy performances by students and artistic expressions 
from different parts of the globe. This is a family event! 
Students should be supervised by an adult at all times.

Please bring a dish or dessert to share at the interna-
tional potluck (enough to serve 8–10 people). Label all 
ingredients and specify whether served hot or cold.

All families are encouraged to participate and wear 
clothing from their country of origin or ancestry! Any 
student/ student group wishing to share a dance, song, 
story or other cultural entertainment should fill out the 
application form found on the McT PTSO website— 
www.mctptso.org/social/international. Please submit 
completed forms to the school office before April 20.

If you have any questions about International Night, con-
tact either Preeti Bhuvan (preeti.bhuvan@gmail.com) or 
Priya Ramanan (mukundpriya@gmail.com).



3

YARD SALE

Last and First Day of School
from the office

The last day of this school year will be Friday, June 
15th. Please note that it is an early release day and all 
elementary schools will follow the regular Thursday dis-
missal schedule. Dismissal time for McCarthy-Towne on 
June 15th will be at 12:15 PM.

The first day of school for the 2012–2013 school 
year will be Tuesday, August 28th. McCarthy-Towne 
School will be on the late elementary school schedule: 
9:15 AM–3:30 PM (Thursday, 1:00 PM). 

The school calendar is available on the APS/AB website 
at: http://ab.mec.edu/about/aboutpdf/2012-2013calen-
dar.pdf

The Yard Sale is Coming!
We need your used household goods, linens, cloth-
ing, books, toys, bikes, furniture, baby equipment, 
gardening tools, sporting equipment and more to 
sell at our annual yard sale. Drop off items in 
GOOD condition in the cafeteria on Friday, May 
18 from 3–7:30 PM. Unsold items will be donated 
to local charities. All donations are tax deduct-
ible and tax forms will be available. If you have any 
questions, or have a large item to donate, please 
contact Suzy Eppling (seppling@gmail.com).

Want to Help? 
Volunteers are what make our yard sale success-
ful. We need help to set up the sale by sorting 
and pricing items on Friday (any time from 3–10 
PM), to work the sale on Saturday (8 AM–noon), 
and to clean up after the sale on Saturday (12–2 
PM).  Even if you can only spare an hour, we can 
use your help.  To volunteer, please contact Suzy 
Eppling (seppling@gmail.com).

Shop the Sale—Saturday May 19th
Need a new bike for spring?  Looking for some 
beach reads?  How about some new games for 
the kids?  Come shop the McT Yard Sale on 
Saturday May 19th from 8 AM–noon. You’ll find 
all sizes and seasons of 
clothing, bikes, stroll-
ers, sporting equipment, 
linens, household goods, 
furniture, outdoor toys, 
indoor toys, books, games, 
and more. 

Early Literacy Workshops
Sharon Ryan, McT Reading Specialist, will be hosting 
two Early Literacy evening seminars this spring. These 
seminars will provide parents with resources and skills 
to use over the summer to nurture literacy in our young-
est learners. 

Monday, May 7, 6:30–7:30 PM  Designed for 
parents of current Kindergarten students transi-
tioning to first grade in Fall 2012

Monday, May 21, 6:30–7:30 PM  Designed 
especially for parents of incoming Kindergarten 
students in Fall 2012

If you have any questions about these seminars, please 
contact Sharon Ryan (sryan@mail.ab.mec.edu). 

CPAC Receives ABCC Grant

The Cultural and Performing Arts Committee (CPAC) has 
received a generous grant from the Acton-Boxborough 
Cultural Council (ABCC) for our January performance 
of Leland Faulkner: World of Wonder. The grant award of 
$286 partially defrayed the cost of the show, allowing us 
to stretch our parent donations further. Leland’s show 
was recently featured in an Acton Patch article (www.
acton.patch.com/articles/school-column-179ead6f). The 
Acton-Boxborough Cultural Council is a local agency 
which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency. 

Upcoming CPAC Show: Roots Music Collective
CPAC’s next performance will be Roots Music Collective 
on Thursday, May 10 at 11 AM. This performance will 
be for grades 4–6. Roots Music Collective traces the 
roots of American popular music. From African origins 
to today’s popular music, students journey with three 
extraordinary musicians to explore the global influences 
and social forces that have shaped American music. This 
interactive performance illustrates how the music of 
early African-Americans evolved from work songs and 
spirituals, and led to blues, jazz, country, and eventu-
ally rock. During the program, students learn how the 
musicians draw upon distinct musical backgrounds to 
compose and play music together. The program cul-
minates in a group song writing experiment where the 
musicians take suggestions from the audience to create 
an original work. CPAC would like to thank the generous 
McT parents who make our programs possible. We hope 
you can join us for this exciting program! 
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Art Exhibits Past, Present and Future
Congratulations to the five McT students who proudly 
represented our school with their artwork at this year’s 
Youth Art Month exhibit at the Worcester Art Museum. 
Sixth grader Tessali Hogan, fifth grader Noah Chinitz, 
second grader Sara Donahue, first grader Avery Callison, 
and first grader Marley Smith, joined 470 art students 
from 30 schools around Central Massachusetts in this 
national celebration of art education. A special congrat-
ulation goes to Marley Smith, whose bird painting won 
first prize in the Elementary level! 

Annual art exhibits at the Sargent Memorial Library in 
Boxborough and at the Acton Senior Center will be in 
May and June. Artwork by K–12 Acton and Boxborough 
students will be represented. Dates and times to come. 

The Owls Have Landed! Be sure to admire the fine 
woodworking skills of McT 3rd graders in the dis-
play downstairs by the sloyd room. Students designed 
and crafted their own unique pine owl using an array 
of woodworking tools plus keen observation. See them 
perched on the big trees before they fly away!

Lip Sync Thank You
from Lynne Densen and Karen Anderson

Thank you to all who made the Lip Sync Extravaganza a 
success. We had 23 wonderful performances, with both 
students and teachers and over 275 people in the audi-
ence! It just keeps getting bigger and more fun each year!

Thank you also to the bakers and volunteers who worked 
the event. We could not have done it without you. A BIG, 
thank you to Tony Dolan and his crew for recording the 
show and burning it to DVD. Thanks also to Deb Verner 
for shadowing this year to take it on next year!

Scrip Gift Card Program

Thank you to all the families who ordered Scrips in the 
month of March. Scrips continues to be a great way to 
help the school raise money without having to “buy” 
anything in addition to your usual purchases, so we will 
continue to offer the Scrip program on a monthly basis 
until the end of the school year. We have raised over 
$3,400 already ytd.

Attached to the bulletin is the order form with partici-
pating vendors. If you need an additional order form 
(for a family member or friend to place an order), they 
are available at www.mctptso.org/fundraising/scrip.

April orders are due Friday, April 13th. Cards will go 
home on Monday after the break. Please contact Lynne 
Densen (lynne.densen@verizon.net or 978-266-2952) or 
Maureen Jones(maureen.jones1962@gmail.com or 978-
266-2874) with any questions.

Immunization Requirements: Important 
Notice to Parents/Guardians of 6th Graders
The Massachusetts Department of Public Health has 
the following requirements for all students entering 
Grade 7 in September 2012:

•	 MMR:	2	doses	

•	 Varicella:	A	physician-certified	history	of	chicken	
pox disease or 2 doses of varicella-containing vac-
cine for children under 13 years of age

•	 Hepatitis	B:	3	doses

•	 Tdap:	A	single	dose	of	Tetanus,	Diphtheria	and	
acellular Pertussis (Tdap) vaccine.

•	 A	copy	of	an	up-	to-date	physical	examination.

Many of the above vaccines may have been administered 
while your child was in elementary school. Please check 
with your health care provider to be certain your child’s 
immunizations are up-to-date and documented in their 
record. Send a copy of the exam and updated record to 
your elementary school health office and the informa-
tion will be included in your child’s health record when 
it is transferred to the Junior High School. If you do not 
have the necessary paperwork completed before the end 
of school, send it to the school nurse at the Junior High 
School by August 24, 2012.

MCAS Dates for Spring 2012
Students in Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 will be taking MCAS 
tests in the spring of 2012. Please avoid scheduling 
trips and appointments during the MCAS testing 
periods. Testing begins at the beginning of the 
school day, so students should avoid late arrival 
to school. If they arrive after their class begins the 
test, they will not be able to take the test that day.

Mathematics (Grades 3, 4, 5, 6)
Tuesday, May 8 and Wednesday, May 9

Science, Technology & Engineering (Grade 5)
Monday, May 14 and Tuesday, May 15


