
I write this during our Thanksgiving break 
and the weather outside doesn’t seem to 
reflect the time of year. With temperatures 
in the fifties and sixties, it’s easier to not 
think about the winter and the snow and 
the cold. But it will be December soon and 
the inevitability of the seasonal changes is 
well understood in New England. We will 
enjoy it while we can and the children can 
get outside more often and that is always a 
good thing!

We are also just about one third of our 
way through the school year and we are 
noticing and tracking how the children 
are changing, too. Conferences are, for the 
most part, recently completed. Families 
and teachers have been able to sit down 
and speak to the learning that is happening 
in the McCarthy-Towne classrooms. One 
of the extraordinary parts of this school is 
the level of respect that develops between 
student and teacher. For kids to really grow 
as learners and citizens, the teachers must 
have a solid understanding of the child 
as both a person and a learner. Knowing 
and understanding where a student is as 
a learner is the critical on-going process 
towards guiding that child in sustained 
growth. Mutual respect between teacher 
and student deepens that understanding 
and nurtures the growth.

Teachers are also constantly growing as 
learners and this is all positive change. 
McCarthy-Towne is one school of five in 
our District and we are each unique in 
many ways. While we believe in continu-
ous improvement as educators, and that 
student learning is always first, it is impor-
tant that we remember and maintain what 
is most important to us as a school commu-
nity. Recent local events have concerned 
some families as well as some teachers, 
but we all believe that our mission and our 
vision are secure. The strength of belief is 
sometimes not enough to sustain us, and 

that there needs to be support from other 
quarters. Five schools, with five differ-
ent ideas and philosophies about teaching 
and learning still managed to stay strong 
together and support each other to main-
tain what is important to each school. That 
is what school choice represents and it is 
of critical importance to us all that it be 
maintained.

Thanksgiving has also been traditionally a 
time to reflect. As I think back over the first 
third of our year, I am so impressed with 
the remarkable way that this amazing fac-
ulty has adjusted to so many staff changes 
as well as to some scheduling and process 
changes. We are fortunate to have the for-
ward-thinking and flexible faculty that we 
have. I also think of the generous and giv-
ing parent community and how much they, 
too, support our vision. It is an authentic 
partnership and for all this we can indeed 
be thankful.

School breaks also make apparent how 
much families enjoy being together… so 
much so as to even extend school breaks! 
I cannot emphasize enough how impor-
tant every minute of every day is at school. 
Teachers work hard to prepare instruc-
tion that is sequential. Missing substantial 
chunks of school time due to family vaca-
tions sends the wrong message to students 
and, it’s important to add, to teachers, 
too. Children deserve to be part of every 
classroom endeavor and it puts kids at a 
disadvantage by being deliberately out of 
school for reasons of vacation. Please try 
and keep this in mind as you make family 
plans.

Thanks, and I look forward to a wonderful 
December!

Education is not filling a pail  
but the lighting of a fire.

–William Butler Yeats

Mark Your Calendar
DECEMBER 
8, Thursday
Parent Forum on Special 
Education, 9–10 AM

12, Monday
Scrip Orders due

14, Wednesday
PTSO Meeting, 7 PM

21, Wednesday
Geography T-Shirt Day

26–January 2
NO SCHOOL, Winter Recess

JANUARY
3, Tuesday
School Reopens

12, Thursday
PTSO Meeting, 9 AM

16, Monday
NO SCHOOL,
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

23, Monday
Kindergarten Changeover

December Changes
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from Michele Caterina and Kate Murray, PTSO co-chairs
Happy holidays to you all! As we write this, it doesn’t feel like the beginning of the holiday season, 

since it’s 65° outside. But we have to enjoy these warm days as much as possible, since we know the 
snow is coming soon!

November’s fundraisers were very successful. The Genevieve’s wrapping paper fundraiser products are 
due back in a few weeks and we all met the Scrip card challenge, which will give our kids a Pajama Day this 
first week of December. 

Are you planning your holiday shopping? Don’t forget to go through the PTSO web site (www.mctptso.org) 
if you’re ordering anything online. On the right side of the home page is a link for Amazon.com, as well as 
OneCause.com. If you click on those links, McCarthy-Towne is given a percentage back for each sale—free 
money for the school! Plus, if you shop at Target and have a Target credit card, please register it with Target’s 
“Take Charge of Education” program. Target will donate 1% of your purchases to our school, all to benefit 
our kids!

Don’t forget that if you are giving gift cards this holiday season you can order them through our Scrip program. 
The order forms go out on December 2 and orders are due on December 12. The cards will go home well in 
time for the holiday season (scheduled for Monday, December 19). 

Join us at our first parent forum of the year on Thursday, December 8 from 9–10 AM in the multipurpose 
room. We will be discussing Special Education services here at McCarthy-Towne, as well as the role of Pupil 
Services in special education in our school district. The format is still being ironed out, but there will be plenty 
of time for questions from the parent community. All are welcome and encouraged to attend!

Our next PTSO meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 14 at 7 PM in the teachers lounge on 
the 2nd floor. We will be discussing the various fundraisers, as well as the recent School Committee meet-
ings that have highlighted the use of PTSO funds to help pay for non-certified staff who are crucial to the 
mission of our school—e.g., classroom assistants, the art integration consultant, and our parent involve-
ment coordinator. It’s an important issue with many facets, which we’re all trying to understand. We are 
also pleased to welcome Kristin Hilberg, who will be speaking to us regarding the issue of regionalizing the 
schools in kindergarten through grade 6. Come for the interesting conversation and to voice your opinions. 
They are always valued.

Hope to see you around the school or at the PTSO meeting!

PTSO 
News

Geography T-Shirt Day
Be Geographic! McCarthy-Towne will celebrate 

Geography T-Shirt Day on Wednesday, December 21. 
Everyone is encouraged to wear a T-shirt or sweatshirt 
with a name of a place on it. It can be from someplace 

close (Acton, Cape Cod or New Hampshire) or  
someplace faraway (China, Paris or Iceland),  

and it doesn’t matter if you’ve been there or not!
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Scrip Store Card Program
We would like to thank all those families who ordered Scrip cards in the month of 
November. We met our challenge; we greatly appreciate it. We hope that you have started 
using your cards to shop and have realized how easy this program is to use, while, at the 
same time, earning money for the school.

Now that we have cleaned up from our Thanksgiving dinners, it only means one thing—it 
is time to start thinking about those holiday gifts! As you begin holiday shopping for your 
children, nieces/nephews, siblings and neighbors, consider giving a Scrip store card. 
Don’t forget about using Scrip cards for your every day purchases too.

Scrip gift cards also make great gifts for teachers, bus drivers, babysitters, co-workers 
and those hard-to-buy-for relatives. The gift cards are available in many denominations: 
$5, $10 and $25 and higher. Please note that teachers’ wish lists were just sent home.

The December orders are due on Monday, December 12th. PLEASE NOTE: WE 
CANNOT ACCEPT LATE ORDERS. (Understand this date is firm so we will be able to 
receive the Scrip cards in plenty of time for the holidays). Cards will go home on Monday, 
December 19th.

The merchants in bold are offering us additional profits. The Scrip order form is attached 
to this Bulletin. Visit www.mctptso.org/fundraising/scrip for additional forms. If you 
have any questions, please contact Lynne (lynne.densen@verizon.net or 978-266-2952) or 
Maureen (maureen.jones1962@gmail.com or 978-266-2874).

McCarthy-Towne Auction News  
Have Fun! Get Involved! Meet New People! JOIN THE “KREWE”

The McCarthy-Towne Auction is our biggest fundraiser of the year! We want this year, our 21st, 
to be the biggest yet! The theme this year is MARDI GRAS and the event will be held Saturday, 
March 24 at our new venue: the beautiful Butternut Farm Golf Club in Stow. 

Now, we hate to beg, but WE WILL…

As parents, we are constantly pulled in many directions. We know that being involved in our chil-
dren’s school is important. We know that it is hard to find ways to get involved that fit our lives and 
our schedules. Please consider volunteering your time to the auction! There are so many different 
ways to get involved that require as little or as much time as your schedule allows!

We have some great people who work tirelessly to make this event happen. This year, we are in great 
need of additional volunteers to help! As many of our seasoned team members have or are prepar-
ing to move on (in some cases, kids are going to the Junior High), we really need your help in order 
to ensure the continued success of our Auction! If you missed the volunteer forms which include 
descriptions of open opportunities, please find downloadable versions of these forms and additional 
information about the auction on the PTSO website—www.mctptso.org/fundraising/auction2012/. 

We are also putting out the call for those of you who would like to help with classroom projects as 
well. The time commitment is approximately 15 hours, spread from January to early March. You 
would be assisting the coordinator to help students create classroom projects in January and to help 
assemble the finished projects in February.

It’s also not too early to think about donations! As you head out to complete your holiday lists this 
season, please keep the auction in mind! 

For additional information, please contact co-chairs Heidi Dalaklis (hm.dalaklis@verizon.net or 
978-635-0421) or Jill DeFoe (defoe@verizon.net or 978-263-4848).
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Library News…
This month we will be unveiling a “New Books” section 
in the library!

Over the past few months, we have added new pic-
ture books and chapter books, non-fiction books and 
cookbooks, and expanded some of our ever-growing col-
lection of series books. Many, although not all, of these 
books are newly published.  

New books are added to our library collection through 
purchases and donations. The school has a budgeted 
amount of money each year used to purchase new books 
and replace damaged and outdated books. Although I 
keep an ever-growing list of books to purchase myself, 
I always appreciate getting requests for new books from 
your children. To make it easy for students to recom-
mend a new book title or books on a particular subject, 
I have to created a Book Suggestion Form they can com-
plete and drop in a Book Suggestion Box.

Books are also donated to the library by families and 
staff. Please watch for the new Gift Book Program 
announcement to come home next month. This program 
is a great opportunity for you to purchase a book for the 
library as a gift to commemorate a special event or per-
son in your child’s life. 

All books recently purchased or donated will have a 
New Book sticker on the spine and will reside on the 
New Books shelves for a few months in order to give all 
children an opportunity to browse and check out books 
that are new to our library. 

News from the Sloyd Studio
Next time you’re in the school be sure to take time and 
admire all the new artwork displayed in the hallway gal-
lery outside the Sloyd room. A few of the works you will 
see are: 

•	 A	mural	inspired	by	the	work	of	Keith	Haring	
composed of 5th and 6th grade paintings show-
ing intricate color–mixing skills and individual 
expression

•	 A	parade	of	colorful	kindergarten	puppets	in	 
the glass case made with found objects

•	 A	flock	of	drawings	and	paintings	of	birds	by	 
1st and 2nd graders

•	 Prints	by	3rd	and	4th	graders	depicting	the	 
contours of a city skyline

Stay tuned for more works including wire figures, 
wooden birds and clay coil pots!

Thank You to Our Bakers
Thank you to all those who supplied food for the School 
Committee meeting, Fall Social and Professional Day. 

Many that attended the School Committee meeting 
thanked McCarthy-Towne for such a wonderful spread 
of goodies. It is always very much appreciated by all who 
attend the meeting.

All the goodies at the Fall Social were gone by the end 
of the evening, and very much appreciated by both kids 
and adults alike—not a drop of food or drink was left!

The Professional Day breakfast and luncheon was won-
derful. There was such a great variety of food and the 
teachers and staff were delighted to be treated to all of 
this delicious food. Thank you to everyone that brought 
something and to everyone that helped set up and clean 
up, especially despite the power outage we were in the 
middle of.

MCAS Dates for Spring 2012
Students in Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 will be taking 
MCAS tests in March and May of 2012. Please 
avoid scheduling trips and appointments during 
the MCAS testing periods. Testing begins at the 
beginning of the school day, so students should 
avoid late arrival to school. If they arrive after their 
class begins the test, they will not be able to take 
the test that day.

English Language Arts (Grades 3, 4, 5, 6)
Grades 3, 5, 6: Tuesday, March 20 and  

Wednesday, March 21

Grade 4: Wednesday, March 21 and  
Thursday, March 22

English Lanugage Arts Composition (Grade 4)
Tuesday, March 20

Make-Up Date—Thursday, March 29

Mathematics (Grades 3, 4, 5, 6)
Tuesday, May 8 and Wednesday, May 9

Science, Technology & Engineering (Grade 5)
Monday, May 14 and Tuesday, May 15
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Printer Cartridge and  
Cell Phone Recycling

Here is an easy way to raise money for McCarthy-Towne: 
bring in your old toner cartridges, ink cartridges, and cell 
phones. You can drop them off in the McCarthy-Towne 
lobby in the big plastic bin right next to the front door. 
We will recycle them and the profits go directly to the 
school. If you have any questions, please contact Laurie 
Taylor-Teran (ltteran@yahoo.com).

Save Items for Yard Sale
Cleaning up for the holidays? Save your toys, bikes, 
clothes, sporting equipment, furniture and household 
items for the annual McCarthy-Towne Yard Sale. Last 
year, because of your amazing donations and efforts, 
we were able to raise nearly $4,000. We will be col-
lecting donations on Friday, May 18 for the sale on 
Saturday, May 19. If you have any questions or are 
interested in volunteering to help with the sale, please 
contact either Carol Watson (cwatson@mail.ab.mec.edu) 
or Suzy Eppling (seppling@gmail.com).

✄

Enter to Win an iPod® Shuffle PLUS $500 in Free Groceries!

  
Remember to save your receipts from Donelan’s Supermarkets! The Register Tapes for Education 
Program allows us to earn FREE school equipment just by doing our grocery shopping. Send receipts 
in with your child or drop them off at the McT office. Please do NOT cut your receipts. We must 
submit the entire receipt, showing the store name and location, as well as the items purchased. 
Receipts dated September 1, 2011–March 31, 2012 are eligible. 

Enter to win a $500 grocery gift certificate PLUS an iPod Shuffle by filling out the entry form below 
and sending it into school with your receipts by January 15, 2012. You can enter as many times as 
you like as long as your entry is submitted with a Donelan’s receipt and the entry form is not photo-
copied. If you want to make copies, copy the entry form first and then hand write your information 
on each form. They will NOT accept entry forms that have been filled out and then photocopied. 

Please leave the “school code” section of the entry form blank. For complete contest rules, please visit  
www.registertapesforeducation.com/shoppercontest. If you have any questions about the program, 
contact Rebecca MacNeill (rebeccamacneill@gmail.com).

Register Tapes Entry Form

Please enter me for a chance to win a $500  
grocery gift certificate plus an iPod Shuffle.

Name         School Code

Address

City       State  Zip

Phone Number 
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Earn eBox Tops with  
Snapfish or Shutterfly!

Getting ready to send out those Holiday photo cards? 
Do you use Snapfish or Shutterfly? You can support our 
school and earn eBox Tops for McT by logging into www.
btfe.com and shopping at Box Tops Marketplace. Earn 6 
Box Tops for every $10 spent at Snapfish or 4 Box Tops for 
every $10 spent at Shutterfly. 

Don’t think those 10¢ Box Tops add up to much? Our 
first big collection of the year added up to $520! So 
please clip away and save up those Box Tops (don’t be 
afraid to go through the cabinets of your parents, sib-
lings or friends in search of those Box Tops) and collect 
them in an envelope, Ziploc bag or have the kids glue 
them to the collection sheets.  Send them to school with 
your child or drop-off collections in the large collection 
box just inside the main office. You can also drop them in 
a blue box labeled “McCarthy-Towne Box Tops” at either 
Roche Bros or Donelan’s supermarkets.  If you have any 
questions please contact Debbie (debfwalz@gmail.com).

Genevieve’s Gourmet Frozen Food Orders
Thank you again to everyone who ordered items from 
the Genevieve’s Gourmet Frozen Food Fundraiser. We 
hope you enjoyed your goodies!

Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF
Thank you to all the families from McCarthy-Towne who 
participated in the Student Council sponsored Trick-or-
Treat for UNICEF campaign. Despite the wacky weather 
and delayed Halloween, our school’s donation to 
UNICEF this year was $519.07.

Food Service Department Update
Thank you to all the students, faculty and parents for 
your patience and support while we made the transi-
tion to the new Point of Sale System in all of the school 
cafeterias. 

Parents can create an online account to pre-pay for 
lunches at www.parentonline.net. Once you set up 
your account please be sure to set a low balance reminder.

The Food Service Department is sending out a call to all 
families that have $5 or less in their account each Sunday 
afternoon. If you receive a call and you have a balance 
due, please keep in mind the payment online 
can take 24–48 hours to reflect on your 
child’s account.

We also accept cash or checks at the school 
in addition to online payments.

As always, if you have any questions 
please feel free to contact either the 
Cafeteria Manager at the school 
or the Food Service Department 
Office. It is our pleasure to serve 
your children every day!

Thank You!
Thank you to all the members of our community who 
volunteer in so many ways, including (but not limited to):

•	 Tina	Watlington	and	Pam	Hippensteele	for	 
helping with the Student Council Trick-or-Treat 
for UNICEF drive.

•	 All	the	families	who	contributed	to	the	Student	
Council Cradles to Crayons Winter Clothing 
Drive.

•	 Maria	Ledeboer-Cid,	Kristin	Graham	and	Tina	
Watlington for helping Nurse Betty with the  
hearing and vision screenings.

PTSO Meetings 2011–2012
Mark your calendar now! Below are the dates for the remaining PTSO meetings. We’re shaking 
it up a bit this year and having half the meetings during the day and half at night, in hopes that 

more of the McT community will be able to attend. Evening meetings will take place in the faculty 
lounge. Morning meetings will take place either in the cafeteria or the multipurpose room. 

December 14, 7 PM               January 12, 9 AM               February 8, 7 PM

March 15, 9 AM                April 11, 7 PM                  May 10, 9 AM                June 6, 7 PM


