
Still no snow days and January has already 
passed us by! We are indeed fortunate, 
even to the point where we have had some 
fifty-degree days. It’s always helpful when 
the children can get outside to play dur-
ing recess and, with this winter shaping up 
more like an on-going early spring, they 
have been able to get out on a regular basis.

McCarthy-Towne was the first of the five 
elementary schools to present to prospec-
tive families. We have also had a couple of 
tour days, too. This is my third year to lead 
our Kindergarten Evening and each year 
it becomes more of a pleasure. There is a 
lot to be proud of at our school and it is fun 
to have so many faculty members, parents 
and, of course, Student Council members, 
all be a part of showing off who we are. 
We can talk about how our community is 
indeed a large part of raising a responsible 
child, one who is invested in her learn-
ing. When the Student Council members 
can articulate so clearly what it is they do 
in their classrooms and how it helps them 
grow, socially and academically, then we 
know we have achieved some measure of 
success. In the end, it is the children who 
will tell us if we have succeeded in our 
efforts, and hearing those students speak 
to our visitors, I believe we are doing all the 
right things. The tours are a chance for peo-
ple to visit and see all of this in action. The 
teaching in the classrooms, the hard work 
displayed on the walls and the interactions 
between kids and their teachers and all the 

other adults in our school all are terrific 
examples of who we are as a school.

Today, I met with a student from the 
Junior High who is involved in an envi-
ronmental service-learning project. Tejas 
Subramanian and some classmates have 
formed the Ace-reDeucers, a group that 
will be collecting used tennis balls for re-
use and also to keep them from clogging 
landfills. McT is happy to support Tejas in 
his efforts to raise awareness about this 
issue. There is a bin placed in the McT lobby 
for people to drop off used tennis balls. For 
more information about the project, visit 
https://sites.google.com/site/aceredeucers. 
Thanks, Tejas!

This is a time of year when some families 
will take “unofficial” family vacations. I 
cannot emphasize enough how important 
every minute of every day is at school. 
Teachers work hard to prepare instruc-
tion that is sequential. Missing substantial 
chunks of school time due to these “unof-
ficial” family vacations sends the wrong 
message to students and, it’s important to 
add, to teachers, too. Children deserve to 
be part of every classroom endeavor and it 
puts kids at a disadvantage by being delib-
erately out of school for reasons of vacation. 
Please try and keep this in mind as you 
make family plans.

I am looking forward to a wonderful second 
half of the school year!

Slip Sliding into February
by David Krane, McT Principal
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YARD SALE

Yard Sale Update
This spring, McCarthy-Towne will once again be hosting a giant yard  
sale to raise money for the PTSO. Students and parents can support  
this fundraiser by donating goods, posting signs, organizing and  
tagging donations, and working as cashiers. We are also recruiting  
parents to help out with management, advertising and coordination  
of volunteers. Helpers get first dibs on the “junque!” 

Please contact Suzy (seppling@gmail.com) to help out at the spring yard sale.

Mark Your Calendar
FEBRUARY 
8, Wednesday
PTSO Meeting, 7 PM

10, Friday
School Spirit Wear  
orders due
Family Game Night, 6–8 PM

13, Monday
Scrip orders due

11–29
PDB Lost & Found Fair

15, Wednesday
McT Community Assembly
Early Literacy Fundraiser  
at Willow Books, 6–8 PM

20–24
NO SCHOOL,
Winter Recess

MARCH
15, Thursday
PTSO Meeting, 9AM

20, Tuesday
MCAS Testing, Gr. 3, 4, 5, 6

21, Wednesday
MCAS Testing, Gr. 3, 4, 5, 6

22, Thursday
MCAS Testing, Gr. 4

24, Saturday
Auction, 5:30 PM

31, Saturday
Lip Sync Extravaganza



2

     

from Michele Caterina and Kate Murray, PTSO co-chairs
As we begin the short month of February, we’d like to take this opportunity to remind all McT par-
ents how important they are to our school community. All of us do our part, big or small, to make 

this school community what it is. From getting our kids on the bus to get to school, keeping an eye 
on Safe Arrival, helping in classrooms, organizing fundraisers, and volunteering at school events, this 

participation is what brings us together as a school family. Because we could not do any of what we do without 
YOU, we are dedicating this Bulletin article to YOU. 

So, because this is all about YOU, please take a look at even more ways that YOU can help us out in the next 
few months:

The largest fundraiser of the year, the amazing McCarthy Towne auction, is coming up on March 24th 
at the Butternut Farm Golf Club in Stow. It promises to be a night of fun, complete with bidding on one-of-a kind 
items, socializing with other parents, and raising money, all to support many of the programs that take place in 
our children’s classrooms and throughout the school. Not only do we want you to come and enjoy the evening, 
but we need donations from YOU! Are you a closet bread baker? Do you paint as a hobby? Do you collect gift 
certificates? If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, please consider donating something handmade or 
a gift certificate purchased from a local business. If you are able to able to make a donation, please complete the 
parent donation form located in the office and return it to by March 5th. Thank you so much in advance for your 
contribution! No matter how big or small—as we’ve learned from experience—it all adds up!

We also take our communication with YOU very seriously. As you will see in this Bulletin, we are in the process 
of reviewing how the PTSO communicates with all of our school constituents. We are looking for YOU to tell 
us how we can communicate with you better, so please take the time to respond to some of the questions that 
we ask in this Bulletin. Your feedback is extremely important to us as we plan our communication processes 
for next year. And also, if you are interested at all in helping us with our PTSO website content, please contact  
Michele Caterina (michelecaterina1@gmail.com) or Kate Murray (lfdtmurray@verizon.net).

Our super-fun Family Game Night will be held on Friday, February 10th from 6–8 PM in the Parker 
Damon Cafeteria. This is a great fundraiser for McCarthy Towne, which gives kids and parents access to new 
games and activities developed by GameWright. No purchase is necessary and the event is free. But if you like 
a game that you played that night, it can be purchased at a discount and all the proceeds benefit the PTSO.

Finally, join us for this month’s PTSO meeting, which will be held on Wednesday, February 8th at 7 
PM in the 2nd floor teachers room. We will be getting updates on auction planning, financial updates of how 
much we have raised for the school, and engaging in discussion about the various events and activities that we 
are always planning. Everyone is always welcome at every meeting, and we heartily welcome your attendance!

We hope to see you soon at one of the many PTSO-sponsored activities or at a monthly meeting!

McT Family Game Night 
This year’s Gamewright Game Night will be Friday, 
February 10, from 6–8 PM in the Parker-Damon cafe-
torium. Try out new games as well as old classics—all 
games will be available for purchase, and 
half of the cost goes straight to the 
McCarthy-Towne PTSO. There will also 
be pizza and homemade baked-goods for 
sale, with all proceeds going to the PTSO. 
So come for dinner and an evening of 
family fun. Hope to see you there! 

Time to Renew Your CORI
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts requires the 
school system to renew Criminal History Checks 
(CORIs) on all school volunteers every three years. All 
current CORIs will be expiring on June 30, 2012.

Please read the attached letter from Marie Altieri. 
Completed CORI forms must be submitted in person to 
a school employee by the applicant along with a photo 
ID (driver’s license or passport) to be copied. Please get 
your CORI applications submitted this spring so you 
will be approved to volunteer for the start of school and 
autumn field trips.

PTSO 
News
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McT Auction Update
This year’s Mardi Gras McCarthy-Towne Auction will be held on 
Saturday, March 24th at the Butternut Farm Golf Club in Stow, MA. This is 
a new venue to us at McCarthy Towne and we are thrilled to be able to hold 
our event there! Along with the new place, there are a few other changes to 
expect this year and also some familiar faces are coming back!

•	 After	a	short	hiatus,	Jim	Lewis,	auctioneer	extraordinaire,	will	be	back

•	 The	MCATs	will	be	back	this	year	as	our	live	band

•	 The	Auction	Committee	needs	to	provide	a	final	head	count	10	days	before	the	 
event, so all ticket orders MUST be sent in by March 12th.  Order forms are  
available	on	the	McT	website—www.mctptso.org/fundraising/auction2012.

•	 Seating	is	limited	to	160,	so	be	sure	to	order	your	tickets	before	they	sell	out!	

•	 There	is	an	additional	3%	charge	for	credit	card	purchases.	Attendees	should	consider	bring-
ing a check to the event if they do not want to incur the additional charge to use a credit card.

Specially Designed Auction T-Shirts!!
This year, why worry about what you’re going to wear to the Auction? Erase your anxiety! Buy 
a T-shirt and wear it to the event!  Order forms went home last week in your child’s back pack 
and	are	also,	of	course,	downloadable	off	the	website—www.mctptso.org/fundraising/auction2012.	
Samples of the t-shirts are also on display in the office. Come on down and take a look!

Donate Your Time
There are some immediate volunteer needs! We are looking to fill the following positions (a full list 
of volunteer descriptions is also available on the auction website):

Raffle Committee:  We’re offering some great prizes this year!  1st is an Amazon Kindle Fire, 2nd 
is	an	Apple	iPod	touch,	and	3rd	prize	is	a	Nintendo	3DS.	See	the	raffle	article	on	page	5	for	details	
on volunteering to help self raffle tickets. We need volunteers to sell tickets for an hour or two at 
places like Roche Brother’s, Donelan’s, and the Post office. If you are interested in helping with 
raffle tickets, please email Kim Clark (kclark1111@yahoo.com). Open slots will be updated on the 
Auction website!

2 Auction Co-Chairs:		Interested	in	taking	the	lead	for	the	2013	auction?		Sign	up	with	a	friend!	For	
more information, email Michele Caterina (michelecaterina1@gmail.com).

For more information about these and many other open positions, please check out the auction web-
site:	http://www.mctptso.org/fundraising/auction2012.	

Donate Items
Items offered by our families in the past have included signed sports memorabilia, theater and con-
cert tickets, beach and vacation house rentals, services such as interior design help, baked goods, 
parties, and personally designed crafts. Donation forms went home in your child’s backpack on 
Friday,	 January	6th.	Printable	 forms	and	a	 copy	of	 last	year’s	Auction	Booklet	are	also	available	
on	 the	 auction	 website—www.mctptso.org/fundraising/auction2012.	Donation forms are due 
Monday, March 5th.

Purchase
Support the Auction by purchasing specially designed auction T-shirts, raffle tickets, tickets to the 
auction, etc. And don’t forget to tell your friends. Why limit the fun to just the parents of McT 
students?

For details and more information about the auction, please visit the McT PTSO website at www.
mctptso.org/fundraising/auction2012	 or	 contact	 do-chairs	Heidi	 Dalaklis	 (hm.dalaklis@verizon.
net	or	978-635-0421)		or	Jill	Defoe	(defoe@verizon.net	or	978-263-4848).
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Calling all Lunch Tickets!
If you still have lunch, milk or snack tickets in your home 
please send any remaining tickets in an envelope labeled 
with your child’s name to the cafeteria. After February 
vacation we will no longer be accepting tickets. We 
implemented the point of sale system back in October 
and have received the majority of the tickets. We still 
have a few students that are bringing them in each week. 
Once you send in the tickets we will apply the total value 
of your tickets to your child’s lunch account.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact the 
Cafeteria Manager at your school or the Food Service 
Department. Thank you for your help!

New Sculpture Exhibit in the Library
Students	 in	 5th	 and	 6th	 grade	wrapped,	 twisted,	 bent	
and manipulated aluminum wire using their hands and 
pliers to create expressive wire figures.  This project was 
part of a unit in Sloyd exploring ways to represent the 
figure in motion. Be sure to see the many unique sculp-
tures walking, swimming, dancing and tumbling across 
the library shelves, and remember to also look up to see 
the figures hanging and twirling from the ceiling.

Scrip Gift Card Program

Thank you to all the families that ordered Scrips in the 
month of January.

Scrips continues to be a great way to help the school raise 
money without having to “buy” anything in addition to 
your usual purchases, so we will continue to offer the 
Scrip program on a monthly basis until the end of the 
school year. We have raised over $3,000 YTD!

Order forms went out last week and can be found at  
www.mctptso.org/fundraising/scrip.

Please note the early deadline this month. The February 
orders are due on Monday, February 13th. Cards 
will go home by Friday, February 17th, before February 
break. For questions about the program, contact either 
Lynne	 (lynne.densen@verizon.net	 or	 978-266-2952)	 or	
Maureen	(mjones@mail.ab.mec.edu	or	978-266-2874).

Keep Sending in Receipts

  
Please keep saving your Donelan’s receipts until 
March 31, 2012! This wonderful program allows 
McCarthy-Towne to earn FREE supplies. Simply send in 
your Donelan’s receipts to school with your child. They 
can be given to your child’s teacher or dropped directly in 
the collection box in the office. Receipts dated between 
September 1, 2011 and March 31, 2012 are eligible 
for the program.

If you have any questions about the program, please con-
tact Rebecca MacNeill (rebeccamacneill@gmail.com).

Reading Corner
from Sharon Ryan

On behalf of the McT Reading Program, I would 
like to extend my sincere thanks and appreciation to 
the Friends of Acton Libraries for their generous $275 
grant! These funds will be used toward the McT Early 
Literacy	Evenings	slated	for	Spring	2012.	More	informa-
tion	 regarding	 the	 specific	dates	 for	 the	Early	Literacy	
Evenings will arrive next month. Happy Reading!

MCAS Dates for Spring 2012
Students	 in	 Grades	 3,	 4,	 5	 and	 6	 will	 be	 taking	
MCAS	 tests	 in	 March	 and	 May	 of	 2012.	 Please	
avoid scheduling trips and appointments during 
the MCAS testing periods. Testing begins at the 
beginning of the school day, so students should 
avoid late arrival to school. If they arrive after their 
class begins the test, they will not be able to take 
the test that day.

English Language Arts (Grades 3, 4, 5, 6)
Grades	3,	5,	6:	Tuesday,	March	20	and	 

Wednesday, March 21

Grade	4:	Wednesday,	March	21	and	 
Thursday, March 22

English Lanugage Arts Composition (Grade 4)
Tuesday,	March	20

Make-Up Date—Thursday, March 29

Mathematics (Grades 3, 4, 5, 6)
Tuesday, May 8 and Wednesday, May 9

Science, Technology & Engineering (Grade 5)
Monday,	May	14	and	Tuesday,	May	15
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Story Time at Willow Books with 
McCarthy-Towne Teachers and Staff

Come to Willow Books in Acton on Wednesday, 
February 15th from 6–8 PM and enjoy stories read by 
many of your favorite teachers and staff. The exact times 
for each reader will be sent out through McTNews on 
Thursday,	February	16th.	

This is a terrific and fun event for everyone that directly 
benefits our youngest literacy learners (this is NOT 
a PTSO fundraiser). Willow Books will generously 
donate 15% of all sales during this Story Time event 
directly to Sharon Ryan’s “Teachers and Families as 
Literacy Partners” seminars for support materials.

Sharon Ryan, McT’s Reading Specialist, will again be 
providing seminars entitled “Teachers and Families 
as	 Literacy	 Partners”	 this	 spring	 for	 both	 incom-
ing Kindergarten parents and parents of current 
Kindergartners moving on to 1st grade. These seminars 
will provide parents with resources and skills to use over 
the summer to nurture literacy in their children. The 
program will include enjoyable and engaging literacy 
materials for each family to take home and use over the 
summer and throughout the year. This exciting evening, 
hosted by Willow Books, will help to fund these literacy 
seminars and the fun take-home materials. Thank you in 
advance for helping our youngest literacy learners.

Please contact Sharon Ryan (sryan@mail.ab.mec.edu) 
with any questions about the Willow Books event or the 
literacy seminars.

Turtle Tales
Earlier this year, Scott Alberg, visual art teacher at 
the Acton-Boxboro Regional High School, and Heidi 
Kupferman, the Sloyd teacher at McCarthy-Towne, initi-
ated a creative collaboration between four high school 
art students from the Animation II class and seventy-
five 2nd grade students from McT. The art challenge for 
the High School students was to produce a stop action 
film by the end of the semester, but they needed a muse. 
The 2nd graders accepted the challenge and created 75 
ceramic turtles to star in the film. The turtles were sent 
over to the HS in late October, each accompanied by an 
illustrated story, where they stayed on location for almost 
3	months.	Last	week,	the	2nd	graders	were	treated	to	a	
private screening of the completed film, Turtle Tales, and 
later the film was also shown during our Community 
Assembly. The movie was viewed with much enthusiasm 
and given a unanimous “thumbs up”. 

The film is available for viewing on the McT website so 
that everyone can view this wonderful collaboration  —
www.ab.mec.edu/mct/turtletales.mov.

Auction Raffle: We Need Your Help!
We have some amazing raffle prizes for the auction this 
year. First prize is an Amazon Kindle Fire, second 
prize is an Apple iPod Touch, and  third prize is a 
Nintendo 3DS. The auction raffle committee needs vol-
unteers to sell tickets for an hour or two at Roche Bros., 
Donelan’s, and the post office. If you can help out, please 
contact Kim Clark (kclark1111@yahoo.com). Please con-
sider volunteering, we can’t do this without YOU! Below 
are the times and locations for selling raffle tickets. 
Please contact Kim and let her know when you can be 
there! Open slots will be updated on the Auction website 
at	www.mctptso.org/fundraising/auction2012.

Saturday February 25th:
9 AM–Noon: Donelan’s
9 AM–Noon: Roche Bros.  

Sunday February 26th:
9 AM–Noon: Donelan’s 
9 AM–Noon: Roche Bros. 

Saturday March 3rd:
9 AM–Noon: Post office

Saturday March 10th: 
9 AM–Noon: Donelan’s
9 AM–Noon: Roche Bros.
9 AM–Noon: Post office

Sunday March 11th:
9 AM–Noon: Donelan’s
9 AM–Noon: Roche Bros.

McT Spirit Wear Sale is Here!
Show your McT spirit! There are a great selection of 
items for sale this year—T-shirts, hoodies, fleece jackets, 
baseball caps, sport shorts, light 
canvas totes, drawstring 
bags, and the very popu-
lar flannel pants! Samples 
can be viewed either at 
the PTSO website or in 
the office. Most items can 
be personalized for an addi-
tional charge.

Take advantage of this very 
popular sale! The deadline 
to order is Friday, February 
10 (orders will be sent home 
the week of March 12). Order forms went 
home last week, but additional order forms are available 
in the office or at www.mctptso.org/fundraising/store. 

Please remember that items are not returnable as they 
are customized for our school. If you are unsure of a size, 
it is recommended to order a size larger. Please contact 
Michele Abroff (mnigh@yahoo.com) with any questions. 
Proceeds help support student enrichment programs.
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Library News…
I would like to recognize and thank a few of the key 
groups that have had a positive impact on the library 
during the first half of this school year.

The Friends of the Acton Library have recently made a gen-
erous donation to the McCarthy-Towne School library 
for the purchase of additional books. Donations are 
made to each of the elementary school libraries as well 
as the junior high school and high school libraries. Please 
support the Friends in any way you can through book 
donations and attendance at their annual book events. 

Thank you to all families who have recently donated 
books through the Gift Book Program. I am pleased that 
the	new	Amazon	Wish	List	 is	well	 received	and	 I	 love	
getting new books each week. I am in the process of 
adding	 to	 the	Wish	List,	 so	 check	 for	 new	 titles!	 	And	
remember to select “This will be a Gift” and enter your 
family name in the Gift Note box so that we can contact 
you to personalize your donation bookplate. Thank you! 

And finally, thank you to all the people who have vol-
unteered in the library the first half of the year. I have 
enjoyed getting to know you and am ever so thankful for 
your help and support.  Thank you!

PDB Lost & Found Fair: February 11–29
We are having another Parker Damon Building 
Lost & Found Fair from Saturday, February 11 until 
Wednesday, February 29th. Please try to stop by the 
fair located at the bottom of the stairs on the first floor 
of the Parker Damon Building. All lost items will be dis-
played on tables and hangers so they are easy to find. 
This is a great opportunity to look for any items that 
might have gone missing in the last few months. Any 
items not claimed will be donated to charity. If you have 
any questions about the fair, please contact either Petra 
Charisse (pecharisse@gmail.com) or Mary Beilman 
(mmorgank@aol.com).

AB PIP 3rd and 5th Grade Market Math
Every year, AB PIP STEM and Roche Bros. of Acton 
present two Market Math events at Roche Bros. 
Supermarket—one	 for	 5th	 Graders	 and	 one	 for	 3rd	
Graders. Both events feature an extravaganza of hands-
on “super” market activities, complimented by samples, 
give-a-ways, and tons of fun. Market Math helps chil-
dren better understand how classroom math concepts 
apply to the “real world”.

Market Math is a fun-filled, hands-on, math-focused 
evening featuring activity stations for you and your 
child to explore. Come try your hand at “M&M Math” 
or “Grocery Scanning”. All activities are based on the 
Acton Public School’s mathematics curriculum.

5th Grade Market Math is on Tuesday, February 7th 
and 3rd Grade Market Math is on Wednesday, April 
11th. Both parent-child events are held at Roche Bros. 
Supermarket	in	Acton	from	4:30–7:30	PM.	So	come	with	
your child and have a good time! Thank You so much 
in advance and we look forward to seeing you at Roche 
Bros. Supermarket!

Learn	more	about	AB	PIP	STEM,	a	volunteer	group	of	
parents, educators and community partners, and our 
activities enriching Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math (STEM) education spanning grades K–12. For 
more information and meeting dates (new volunteers 
are always welcome) or to preview the math games, visit 
www.actonpip.org.

PTSO Meetings 2011–2012
Mark your calendar now! Below are the dates for the remaining PTSO meetings. We’re shaking 
it up a bit this year and having half the meetings during the day and half at night, in hopes that 

more of the McT community will be able to attend. Evening meetings will take place in the faculty 
lounge. Morning meetings will take place either in the cafeteria or the multipurpose room. 

February 8, 7 PM               March 15, 9 AM 

 April 11, 7 PM                     May 10, 9 AM                     June 6, 7 PM


