
Happy New Year! The weather has been 
unusual for December, especially com-
pared with last year. The snows that we 
received by New Year’s Day last year were 
already being measured by the foot. This 
year, there is no real sign of snow or of a 
New England winter. That, however, could 
change in the blink of a wintry eye…

At McCarthy-Towne, it is practically a New 
Years tradition to begin preparation for the 
upcoming kindergarten tours. This work 
also causes us to reflect on who we are as 
a school and how we serve our school com-
munity. Although there have been some 
changes at our school, large and small, we 
still remain true to our mission and to our 
mission, providing a supportive and nur-
turing environment that will allow every 
student to be successful. We do this by 
acknowledging that each child brings to 
our school a unique set of strengths and 
challenges, both of which can be powerful 
motivators in learning.

School choice, a special component of pub-
lic education here in Acton, compels all of 
us to stay mindful of our school mission and 
of our unique way of working with the chil-
dren who choose our school. Preparing for 
the tours encourages us to reflect on what 
has worked so well in the past and also to 
consider the changes we might want to 
make in the future to support our mission.

Acton has high expectations for all the 
schools in town, and we have equally high 
expectations for the children in our school. 
All of the schools in Acton are pretty 
remarkable places and each family would 
find each of the schools supportive of their 
child’s needs. Here at McCarthy-Towne, 
we encourage children to work as a com-
munity, encouraging risk-taking as critical 
for individual growth as well as being a 
contributing member of a community, be it 
classroom, grade level, or whole school.

Also, ours is an environment that is about 
cooperation and problem solving. It is a 
place that seeks to have families assume 
active roles in the school. The school-
student-family relationship is part of our 
culture and an integral part of our beliefs. 
Parents have a tremendous role in our day-
to-day activities as well as the long-term 
planning for the school. This is part of what 
makes us unique in Acton and, indeed, in 
public education.

Active, community and committed are 
words that describe our school. This is the 
school to which we proudly invite prospec-
tive families and children to be part of as 
they tour the McCarthy-Towne School. 

I look forward to hearing your ideas on sus-
taining our great culture. Here’s to a great 
year ahead!

Mark Your Calendar
JANUARY 
12, Thursday
PTSO Meeting, 9 AM

16, Monday
NO SCHOOL,
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

17, Tuesday
Priority Kindergarten  
Registration at R.J. Grey 
Junior High School, 
9 AM–Noon and 7–9 PM 

18, Wednesday
Priority Kindergarten  
Registration at R.J. Grey 
Junior High School, 
9 AM–Noon
Scrip Orders due
Community Assembly

23, Monday
Kindergarten Changeover

FEBRUARY
2, Thursday
McT Winter Band Concert

8, Wednesday
PTSO Meeting, 7 PM

10, Friday
Family Game Night, 6–8 PM

15, Wednesday
McT Community Assembly
Early Literacy Fundraiser  
at Willow Books, 6–8 PM

20–24
NO SCHOOL,
Winter Recess
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by David Krane, McT Principal
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McT Family Game Night 
Wondering how to keep the kids entertained during February Break? Let Gamewright 
help! This year’s Gamewright Game Night will be Friday, February 10, from 6–8 PM in 
the Parker-Damon cafetorium.

All of the games will be available for sale, and half of what you spend 
goes to the McCarthy-Towne PTSO to help support our school’s assis-
tants and other programs. You can also purchase pizza and homemade 
baked-goods, with all proceeds going to the McT PTSO. So come join in for 
dinner and an evening of family fun—try out new games as well as old 
classics, all while raising money for McT. Hope to see you there! 
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from Michele Caterina and Kate Murray, PTSO co-chairs
Happy January! We hope you had a lovely and restful holiday break! With the relatively balmy 

temperatures, it hardly feels like January, but we’ve heard that the rest of the winter is supposed to 
be a doozy (according to the Farmer’s Almanac), so we are loving the long stretch without any shovel-

ing. Of course, our kids are clamoring to go sledding, but we can wait a little longer for the white stuff!

We’d like to thank our Principal, David Krane, our Assistant Principal, Matt McDowell, Special Education 
Teacher, Allison O’Leary, and School Psychologist, Carolyn Imperato, for taking part in our very first forum 
held on December 8. The topic was special education at McCarthy Towne and all attendees engaged in a lively 
and informative discussion about the subject. A special thank you goes to Patty Lee for arranging all the logis-
tics and lining up the panelists. We expect our next forum to be on the subject of mathematics education; we’ll 
keep you posted on the date and time, which will be announced here in the McT Bulletin and in McT News, 
our twice-weekly email newsletter. (Please go the McT PTSO home page—www.mctptso.com—to sign up for 
the newsletter if you haven’t already. It is a great resource and a good way to find out what’s happening at the 
school delivered right to your inbox twice a week.)

Class sizes and funding for assistants and paraprofessionals continue to be hot topics at our PTSO meetings 
and at the school committee meetings. We urge you to make your opinion heard on these topics by emailing 
the school committee (apsc@acton-ma.gov). Whether you are for or against using PTSO funding for classroom 
assistants, it is important for the school committee to know how you feel. If we don’t tell them, no one will and 
we have elected them to work for the benefit of our children’s education. Thanks for doing your part by lifting 
up your voice!

We’re looking forward to our annual McT Game Night, which will be held on Friday, February 10. This is a 
great fundraiser for McCarthy Towne, which gives kids and parents access to new games and activities devel-
oped by Gamewright. No purchase is necessary and the event is free. But if you like a game that you played that 
night, it can be purchased at a discount and all the proceeds benefit the PTSO.

Finally, mark your calendars for our biggest event of the year, our annual McCarthy-Towne auction. The Mardi 
Gras–themed auction will be held this year on Saturday, March 24 starting at 5:30 PM. It will take place at 
Butternut Golf Course in Stow, which is a new (and may we say charming) venue this year. Please sign up to 
volunteer for the event (we can always use the helping hands!) and buy tickets to attend this fun night. There 
are many silent auction items to bid on, as well as live auction items that are fun to compete with other parents 
for. Need a vacation rental for the summer? How about a limo ride for your kids? What about that great class-
room artwork? All that and more are available at the auction. Come see for yourself and join the fun!

Our next PTSO meeting will be held next week, January 12 at 9 AM in the Multipurpose Room. Please 
join us to engage in discussion about the various events and activities that we are always planning or to give 
us your opinion about anything. Everyone is always welcome at every meeting, so we heartily welcome your 
attendance!

We hope to see you soon at one of the many PTSO-sponsored activities or at a monthly meeting.

PTSO 
News

Food Service Department Update
If you have an account on www.parentonline.net, please 
be sure to set a low balance reminder for your account. 
The Food Service Department sends out a call to all fam-
ilies who have $5 or less in their account each Sunday 
afternoon. If you receive a call and have a balance due, 
please keep in mind the payment online can take 24–48 
hours to reflect on your child’s account. We do accept cash 
or checks at the school in addition to online payments. 

As always, if you have any questions please contact 
either the McT Cafeteria Manager or the Food Service 
Department Office. It is our pleasure to serve your chil-
dren every day!

2012–2013 School Calendar
The School Committee has approved the 2012–13 school 
calendar. The first day of school will be Tuesday, 
August 28. The entire school calendar can be down-
loaded from the school system website at www.ab.mec.
edu/about/aboutpdf/2012-2013calendar.pdf.
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Story Time at Willow Books with 
McCarthy-Towne Teachers and Staff

Come to Willow Books in Acton on Wednesday, 
February 15 from 6–8 PM and enjoy stories read by 
many of your favorite teachers and staff. The exact times 
for each reader will be sent out through McTNews.

This is a terrific and fun event for everyone that directly 
benefits our youngest literacy learners (this is NOT 
a PTSO fundraiser). Willow Books will be gener-
ously donating 15% of all sales during this Story 
Time event directly to Sharon Ryan’s “Teachers and 
Families as Literacy Partners” seminars for support 
materials.

Sharon Ryan, McT’s Reading Specialist, will again be 
providing seminars entitled “Teachers and Families 
as Literacy Partners” this spring for both incom-
ing Kindergarten parents and parents of current 
Kindergartners moving on to 1st grade. These seminars 
will provide parents with resources and skills to use over 
the summer to nurture literacy in their children. The 
program will include enjoyable and engaging literacy 
materials for each family to take home and use over the 
summer and throughout the year. This exciting evening, 
hosted by Willow Books, will help to fund these literacy 
seminars and the fun take-home materials. Thank you 
in advance for helping our youngest literacy learners.

Please contact Sharon Ryan (sryan@mail.ab.mec.edu) 
with any questions about the Willow Books event or the 
literacy seminars.

McCarthy-Towne School Spirit Sale
McT Spirit Wear is back. We will be sending out the 
order forms for this year’s McT Spirit Wear at the end of 
January so look for it in backpacks. All orders will be in 
mid-March. We will once 
again have some samples 
in the lobby and you will 
also be able to go to the 
McT PTSO website for 
images of each item and for 
more information.

Scrip Store Card Program

We would like to thank all the families that ordered 
Scrip store cards in the month of December. Now that 
the New Year is here and the holidays are behind us, it 
is time to slow down and enjoy each day. We will con-
tinue to offer the Scrip program monthly until the end 
of the school year. Scrips are NOT just for the holidays. 
They are still a great way to help the school raise money 
without having to “buy” anything additional for your 
everyday shopping.

Attached is the order form with all of the participating 
vendors. The January orders are due on Wednesday, 
January 18. If you have any questions, please con-
tact either Lynne (lynne.densen@verizon.net or 
978-266-2952) or Maureen (mjones@mail.ab.mec.edu or 
978-266-2874) with any questions. Additional forms can 
be found at www.mctptso.org/fundraising/scrip.

Enter to Win an iPod® Shuffle PLUS 
$500 in Free Groceries!

  
The contest deadline of January 15th is approach-
ing, please make sure to submit your entries soon. You 
can get the contest entry form at www.mctptso.org/
fundraising/donelans-etc/.

You can enter as many times as you like as long as your 
entry is submitted with a Donelan’s receipt and is not 
a photocopy of a filled out form. If you want to make 
copies of the form, copy the sweepstakes form first and 
then hand write your information on each entry. They 
will NOT accept an entry form that has been filled out 
with your information and then copied. Please leave the 
“school code” section of the entry form blank.

Send your Donelan’s receipts and sweepstakes entries to 
school with your child. They can be given to your child’s 
teacher or dropped directly in the collection box in the 
office. They must be received by January 15, 2012 
to be eligible for the iPod Shuffle and FREE groceries 
drawing.

Please keep saving receipts even after January 15 because 
our school gets money for supplies on any receipt dated 
until March 31, 2012! We can earn so many wonderful 
FREE supplies for our school. If you have any questions 
about the program, please contact Rebecca MacNeill 
(rebeccamacneill@gmail.com).
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CPAC Presents Leland Faulkner’s 
World of Wonder

On Thursday, January 5, CPAC presented its second pro-
gram of the year—Leland Faulkner: World of Wonder. 
The performance was held for Grades K–3. 

Born in Afghanistan to American Indian parents, Leland 
Faulkner has traveled extensively around the world and 
credits the global community with stimulating his love 
for theater. He is a professionally trained film maker, 
mime, actor, and director.

World of Wonder promises to captivate with its magi-
cal interpretation of myth and stories from around the 
world. In this performance, Leland combines Japanese 
art forms, mime, shadow theater, illusion, improvisation 
and folk tales with original special effects to produce an 
imaginative performance. Beginning with the lost art of 
shadow-graphs or hand shadows, Leland conjures up an 
amazing menagerie of silhouettes using just his hands. 
He is recognized in conjuring circles as an expert on the 
history of this antique art. With a vision dedicated to the 
necessity of make-believe and the ability of theater to be 
a universal art, Leland Faulkner enables audiences to 
walk away with visions of their own. 

Priority Kindergarten Registration
The Acton Public Schools offers Early Kindergarten 
Registration for “Priority Admission Candidates.” 
Siblings of students currently enrolled in Acton Public 
Schools who will be five years old by September 1, 2012 
are given priority registration status. Early registration 
will be held at R.J. Grey Jr. High School on Tuesday, 
January 17 from 9 AM–noon and 7–9 PM and Wednesday, 
January 18 from 9 AM–noon.

For more information and registration forms please visit 
www.ab.mec.edu/apsturegister.shtml. Parents/guard-
ians must bring children’s birth certificates or passports 
and most recent physical examination and immuniza-
tion record.

Thank You
from Patty Lee, Parent Involvement Coordinator

Thank you to all the people who volunteer and help 
make McCarthy-Towne School such a special place for 
our children, including (but not limited to):

•	 Mariah	Straayer	and	the	Buddy	Family	volunteers	
for providing such a warm welcome to all the new 
families at McT.

•	 Chris	Herpers,	Sarah	McBride	and	Sorrel	
Sammons for helping to get all the donation let-
ters out to local businesses for our all important 
Auction.

•	 Rob	Mendelsohn	for	once	again	volunteering	his	
time and expertise to our McT Afternoons pro-
gram and teaching students about Scratch, the 
programming language from MIT’s Media Lab. 

•	 Kim	Meusel,	Sarita	Suri,	Diana	Hoganson	for	all	
their work on behalf of McT’s Reading Program. 

We would also like to thank all the families, teachers and 
staff members who brought in such wonderful treats and 
gifts for the Office this holiday season. We truly appreci-
ate your generosity and support this year.

Reminder: How to help get FREE MONEY 
for McCarthy-Towne School

If you have a Target Credit Card, please register your 
card at http://sites.target.com/site/en/corporate/page.
jsp?contentId=PRD03-005174. McT School will receive 
1% back on every purchase you make. This is free, and 
just takes you a minute.

Do you shop Amazon.com? If you simply log into www.
onecause.com first and click the Amazon.com link from 
there, you can choose McCarthy Towne School to receive 
2% of your purchase price in cash. It doesn’t cost us any-
thing! We need friends and family to please step up and 
take advantage of this opportunity to get us free money!

MCAS Dates for Spring 2012
Students in Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 will be taking 
MCAS tests in March and May of 2012. Please 
avoid scheduling trips and appointments during 
the MCAS testing periods. Testing begins at the 
beginning of the school day, so students should 
avoid late arrival to school. If they arrive after their 
class begins the test, they will not be able to take 
the test that day.

English Language Arts (Grades 3, 4, 5, 6)
Grades 3, 5, 6: Tuesday, March 20 and  

Wednesday, March 21

Grade 4: Wednesday, March 21 and  
Thursday, March 22

English Lanugage Arts Composition (Grade 4)
Tuesday, March 20

Make-Up Date—Thursday, March 29

Mathematics (Grades 3, 4, 5, 6)
Tuesday, May 8 and Wednesday, May 9

Science, Technology & Engineering (Grade 5)
Monday, May 14 and Tuesday, May 15
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McCarthy-Towne Auction News 
Happy New Year to you all! If your list of New Year’s 
resolutions includes getting more involved at school 
(besides going to the gym and cutting carbs, that is), the 
McT PTSO has some great opportunities for you! This 
year’s Mardi Gras themed Auction has many ways for 
you to help out! Below are some immediate needs! 

Business Donations Committee
There is no cold calling. Businesses are sent a mailing 
and committee members follow-up with calls and in-
person visits to pick up the generous donations. If you 
are interested in volunteering on this committee, email 
Kat Hudson (katmhudson@comcast.net).

Raffle Committee
We need volunteers to will sell tickets for an hour or 
two at places like Roche Brother’s and Donelan’s. If you 
are interested in volunteering on this committee, please 
email Kim Clark (kclark1111@yahoo.com).

2 Auction Co-Chairs
Interested in taking the lead for the 2013 auction?  See the 
“Help Wanted” article to the right for more information. 

Donate Items
Items offered by our families in the past have included 
signed sports memorabilia, theater and concert tickets, 
beach and vacation house rentals, services such as inte-
rior design help, baked goods, parties, and personally 
designed crafts. Donation forms will be going home in 
your child’s backpack this Friday, January 6th. Printable 
forms and last year’s Auction Booklet are available on 
the auction website—www.mctptso.org/fundraising/
auction2012/. Forms are due Monday, March 5.

Purchase
Specially designed Auction T-shirts, raffle tickets, tick-
ets to the auction, etc.

Tell Your Friends
No need to shout it from the rooftops (that might help 
though).

For more information about these and many other open 
positions, please check out the auction website: http://
www.mctptso.org/fundraising/auction2012/. 

Your Mardi Gras Auction adventure will be held on 
Saturday, March 24 at Butternut Farm Golf Club in 
Stow. If you have any questions, contact Co-Chairs Heidi 
Dalaklis (hm.dalaklis@verizon.net or 978-635-0421) or 
Jill Defoe (defoe@verizon.net or 978-263-4848).

HELP WANTED
Looking for TWO AUCTION Co-Chairs for  

the 2013 McCarthy Towne Auction!
Do you have great ideas?

Do you want to be more involved in your child’s school?
Do you enjoy working with other people?

Are you detail oriented and enjoy planning parties?
If so, then this is the job for you!

Responsibilities include, but are not limited to:

•	 Selecting	venue,	date,	and	choosing	the	 
auction’s theme

•	 Planning	and	managing	the	event

•	 Coordinating	and	providing	support	to	the	 
auction committees

No professional experience necessary; you will be 
trained and we promise you will have fun! 

Also note: There are many volunteers who help with 
the auction and who are in charge of various commit-
tees—therefore, the role of co-chair is to be the primary 
contact to make decisions, mitigate issues, and ensure 
the whole event comes together as planned.

If interested in applying, please contact either Kate 
Murray (lfdtmurray@verizon.net) or Michele Caterina 
(michelecaterina1@gmail.com).

Yahoo! Groups Moderator  
for McCarthy-Towne School

Are you comfortable using a computer?
Do you have experience with social networking?

Do you want to be more involved in your child’s school?
Then this is the job for you!

Responsibilities include, but are not limited to:

•	 Take	in	articles	submitted	and	cutting	and	 
pasting into McT News email newsletter

•	 Coordinate	with	Patty	on	upcoming	events	 
to add to the calendar

•	 Send	out	email	newsletter	on	Thursday	and	
Sunday each week

If interested in this position, please email Kate 
Murray (lfdtmurray@verizon.net) or Michele Caterina 
(mailto:michelecaterina1@gmail.com).
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Reminder from the Health Office for a Healthy Winter

The CDC recommends reminding children to:

1. COVER THEIR NOSE AND MOUTH with a tissue when they cough or sneeze, and have 
them throw the tissue away after they use it.

2. WASH THEIR HANDS OFTEN WITH SOAP AND WATER, especially after they cough 
or sneeze, use the bathroom, and before handling food. If water is not near, use an alcohol-
based hand cleaner.

3. NOT TOUCH THEIR EYES, NOSE, OR MOUTH. Germs often spread this way.

Here are some important tips to keep you and your family healthy through the winter:

➔ Your child should stay home from school if he or she has a fever, vomits or has diarrhea 
within the past 12 hours, appears lethargic, or has a persistent cough. If your child is sick 
and goes to school, you place others at risk for getting sick as well.

➔ Before returning to school after an illness, your child should be fever-free for 24 hours and 
have enough stamina to manage a full day of school activities including P.E. and recess. If 
your child is taking an antibiotic, he or she should remain at home for the first 24 hours. 
Please notify the health office if your child tests positive for strep infection.

➔ All medications should be brought to the health office by a parent. Do not send in medica-
tion in your child’s backpack.

➔ Check your child for lice once a week, and contact the health office if you find lice or nits. 
The most effective control is careful, repeated inspection of the child’s hair and scalp  
by parents.

➔ Students need to get plenty of sleep and physical activity, drink water, and eat good food 
to help them stay healthy in the winter and all year.

➔ Please make sure that your children are dressed appropriately for outdoor activity; our 
students will continue to go outside for recess unless it is extremely cold or raining. Coats, 
hats, mittens, and boots are a must when the weather is cold, and don’t forget snow pants 
when there is snow on the ground. Dressing appropriately for the winter temperatures 
will keep children not only warm and comfortable, but healthy as well.

PTSO Meetings 2011–2012
Mark your calendar now! Below are the dates for the remaining PTSO meetings. We’re shaking 
it up a bit this year and having half the meetings during the day and half at night, in hopes that 

more of the McT community will be able to attend. Evening meetings will take place in the faculty 
lounge. Morning meetings will take place either in the cafeteria or the multipurpose room. 

 January 12, 9 AM               February 8, 7 PM               March 15, 9 AM 

 April 11, 7 PM                     May 10, 9 AM                     June 6, 7 PM



Press release statement from the 
Regional School District Study Committee

The Regional School District Study Committee (RSDSC) is a working group made up 
of three Acton and three Boxborough residents appointed by the Acton-Boxborough 
Regional School Committee (ABRSC) to research and evaluate the viability of expanding 
the current regional school district to include grades pre-K through 12. The RSDSC is 
also charged with reviewing all of the elements of the current Regional Agreement and to 
address any other issues related to it. 

Currently, there are three school districts among the two towns: Acton Public, Boxborough 
Public and Acton Boxborough Regional School District. Our task is to help both towns 
to determine whether it’s time to combine these three districts into one. We recognize 
that this is a big step and that people will have many questions and concerns. We plan to 
thoroughly examine the potential educational, financial and political impact this change 
may have before making any recommendations.

Over the next several months, the RSDSC will be working on a preliminary study of the 
current operating environment in each of the three districts as well as completing external 
surveys of established K-12 districts in neighboring communities. We plan to complete the 
first leg of our study in February 2012 and present out findings to the governmental bodies 
and community groups of both Acton and Boxborough towns for feedback. 

Our next task will be to begin sketching out what a full K-12 region may look like for our 
towns. All of this is being done in preparation for presenting our findings to both Town 
Meetings to determine whether a full regionalization effort should be continued. 

To that end, we’re actively soliciting community input and feedback. We’ve set up a 
website with our meeting schedule, agendas and minutes as well as the information we’ve 
gathered to-date. Our meetings are open to the public and we welcome your attendance. 
Keep up with our progress at https://sites.google.com/site/abregionalstudycmt/home. 
Finally, you can email the group with any comments or concerns at rsd_study_comm@
mail.ab.mec.edu. While we cannot promise an individual response to each email, please  
be assured that your feedback will be incorporated into our study. 

The more community input we can gather now, the more productive conversation we can 
have at our Town Meetings. We look forward to hearing from you, and hope you’ll become 
involved with the process!


