
As we wind down the school year and pre-
pare to head into the summer, the weather 
continues to be supportive with bright sun-
shine and summer-like temperatures. With 
the ABRHS graduation ceremonies hap-
pening the day this Bulletin is distributed, 
there are the official pieces of closure and 
celebration beginning now.

Celebrations are an important part of 
school, particularly at the end of the year. 
Children have made such tremendous 
gains in their learning, both academically 
and socially. They have been part of a series 
of communities this past year: in their 
classrooms, in Sloyd, Music, and PE and as 
a whole-school community. This year we 
have been coming together as a larger com-
munity with more frequency than in the 
past and everyone has responded in such 
a positive way. Sharing with the rest of the 
school community what is going on in the 
individual classrooms is a celebration, too, 
and we would like to expand that in the 
years to come. Music and song is celebra-
tion, especially when we gather for specific 
annual events. Our Memorial Day Concert 
is one example of this. The Band presenta-
tion was amazing, clear evidence of all of 
the hard work the children and Mr. Savage 
had done all year. But what was also impor-
tant was that we honored an important 
American holiday as a school and acknowl-
edged the contributions of many Americans 
throughout our history as a nation. We cel-
ebrated, through music and song, history 
and tradition. We did it as a community. 

Many thanks go out to Chris Porth for his 
organization and for his authentic musical 
choices for this assembly.

There will be celebrations happening in all 
the classrooms this month as teachers, stu-
dents, and parents remember the past year 
and acknowledge all the parts of that year. 
But one McCarthy-Towne tradition and cel-
ebration that has particular resonance for 
me is the Sixth Grade ceremony with the 
Kindergartners on the last day of school. 
This tradition celebrates the Sixth Graders 
moving on to the Junior High but with a 
twist: It involves only the Sixth Graders 
and the Kindergartners. In a revisiting of 
the ceremony attached to the arrival of the 
Kindergartners when they received a car-
nation, this time the carnation is presented 
to the Sixth Grader by a Kindergartner. 
Both ends of these commemorations honor 
transitions: one transition into McCarthy-
Towne and one transition out to another 
school. It has tremendous meaning for all 
who participate and it is one that everyone 
remembers.

Schools, like families, develop traditions 
that are theirs alone. It is important to 
acknowledge growth and milestones. So 
celebrate all that your children are doing in 
school… honor all that they are achieving 
because what they are doing now in every 
arena is so important.

Thanks to everyone for making this 
year another remarkable year at 
McCarthy-Towne!

June Celebrations
by David Krane, McT Principal
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Mark Your Calendar
JUNE
1–13
PDB Lost & Found Fair

5, Tuesday
Scrip Orders due

6, Wednesday
PTSO Meeting, 7 PM

7, Thursday
McT Ice Cream Social,  
5:30–7:30 PM

15, Friday
Last Day of School,  
Early Dismissal (12:15 PM) 
No PM Kindergarten

AUGUST
17, Friday
Student class placement 
available online at 3 PM

24, Friday
Class lists available online

28, Tuesday
First Day of School, 9:15 AM

31, Friday
NO SCHOOL,  
Labor Day Weekend

SEPTEMBER
3, Monday
NO SCHOOL, Labor Day

10, Monday
School Picture Day

Download the 2012–2013 
school calendar is available  
for download at:
www.ab.mec.edu/about/
aboutpdf/2012-2013calen-
dar.pdf

Come to the McCarthy-Towne Ice Cream Social and Field Games  
on Thursday, June 7th from 5:30–7:30 PM!

Bring a picnic dinner, or buy pizza ($2 a slice/$12 a pie).  
Kimball’s ice cream and games for $7 per person (maximum  
of $30 per family)

We really need volunteers to make this event a success.  
Please email Maya (mayaminkin@gmail.com) to help out.
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from Michele Caterina and Kate Murray, PTSO co-chairs
Well, the school year is slipping away and as the weather gets warmer and the thoughts of the fun 

days of summer fill our minds, the PTSO is thinking about NEXT YEAR! We would like to express 
a huge thank you to our out-going PTSO Chairperson, Michele Caterina who has done an amazing 

job this year, keeping us all on task and organized, helping to lead our school to reach our fundraising 
goals, and all done with a smile on her face! We are certainly going to miss her next year! Thank you Michele!

On that note, we are pleased to announce that Tracey Smith has agreed to come on board as the Junior Co-Chair. 
Tracey’s skills will be a big asset to the PTSO in next year and we look forward to working with her… so wel-
come Tracey. If you happen to see her in the remaining days of school, feel free to both congratulate her as well 
as offer her any suggestions you might have for next year. We are committed to hearing what you have to say!

In addition to hearing your ideas and suggestions, we are in the process of making a few changes for next year 
in the way the PTSO communicates information to our parent and school community. Just as a preview, we 
would like to announce that we will be using Constant Contact, an exciting email program that will allow eas-
ier reading of our weekly announcements. Also, we are planning a new format for our PTSO monthly meetings 
in order to increase participation and expand our reach to more and more families. We hope these changes, 
along with a few other tweaks here and there, will help us accomplish our goals to make it easier for all our 
parents in our school feel connected to the McT school community. 

Speaking of feeling connected… there are still a few PTSO positions open and waiting for volunteers! If you’ve 
ever considered getting involved, or would like to add to what you already do, we’d love to have you on board! 
See page 4 for more information on open positions. 

Don’t forget about our end-of-year Ice Cream Social! The festivities start at 5:30 PM on Thursday, June 7. 
Liz Walker and Maya Minkin are hard at work to make this the best one yet! Forget about cooking. Buy some 
delicious pizza for sale, then head to the back playground for loads of family-fun field games that are sure to 
put a smile on your kids’ faces. And, of course, what’s an ice cream social without our ever-popular sundaes! 
It’s a great way to end the year—you won’t want to miss it!

From the PTSO to all of you, we wish you and your family a very fun-filled and safe summer vacation. We are 
very excited to see all of you grace the hallways of our beautiful school next fall!

PTSO 
News

Notice to 6th Grade Parents/Guardians
Before the sixth grade students’ files go to the junior high 
school, Principal David Krane will go through and purge 
them of extraneous papers. These papers are destroyed 
unless parents would like to have them. For some stu-
dents, there will not be any extraneous papers.

If you would like to have the papers from your child’s 
file, please notify the office in writing by the last day of 
school, June 15. The school office will let you know when 
you can come in to pick up the papers.

Grade K–5: Not at McT Next Year? 
from the office 

Are you moving out of Acton this summer? Is your child 
going to a different school next year? You should com-
plete a “Release of Records” form as soon as possible. 
The school office is open for limited hours during the 
summer, so call ahead to make sure someone will be 
available, 978-264-3377. Since the Health Office is closed, 
health records will not be available during the summer. 

McT Scrip Program Reminder

There’s still time to get your Scrip order in for the last 
order of the year. The deadline is Tuesday, June 5 (on-
line orders need to be placed by 3 PM). The Scrip store 
cards should be in backpacks by Tuesday, June 12, plenty 
of time for teacher gifts, coach gifts, or summer fun. 
Please note: in order to get orders back in time we can’t 
accept late orders, so please send in your order early or 
order on-line. Order forms went home two weeks ago. 
Additional forms and directions to order on-line can be 
found at www.mctptso.org/fundraising/scrip.

If you have any questions about Scrips, contact Lynne 
Densen (lynne.densen@verizon.net or 978-266-2952) 
or Maureen Jones (Maureen.jones1@verizon.net or  
978-266-2874) .
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Yard Sale Success
from Suzy Eppling and Carol Watson 

The McT Yard Sale was a huge success! Thank you to 
everyone who generously donated items and baked 
goods, to all the wonderful volunteers—adults and kids 
alike, and to everyone who came to shop. We received 
tons of donations, had lots of shoppers throughout the 
day, and raised $2,719.60 for the PTSO—money that 
goes directly toward helping our children! 

Emergency Cards and PTSO Contacts
Great news! We will be using Constant Contact next 
school year to keep everyone informed of the goings-on 
at school.  Email addresses entered into PowerSchool for 
Emergency Cards will be used for PTSO communications 
through Constant Contact so please be sure that you pro-
vide the correct email and that it is the one that you’d 
like used for PTSO communications. You will receive 2x 
week emails from the McT PTSO.  Please contact Bridget 
Matz (bmkmatz@yahoo.com) with any questions. 

Thank You
from Patty Lee, Parent Involvement Coordinator

Thank you to all the members of our community who 
volunteer in many ways. During the past few months, 
there have been many projects and tasks where volun-
teers helped our school, including (but not limited to):

•	 Heidi	Dalaklis	for	observing	at	the	Kindergarten	
Lottery

•	 Janet	Munson	for	helping	with	the	Auction	Art	
Project fundraiser

•	 Rebecca	MacNeill	for	photographing	students	
artwork for portfolios;

•	 Amanda	Dindal,	Jody	Long,	Joan	McCaffrey	and	
Jen Mabardy for laminating materials for teachers 
and the PTSO;

•	 Tina	Watlington,	Fiona	Starr,	Maria	Ledeboer-
Cid, Mariah Straayer, Tracey Smith, Christine 
Kobelski, Shannon Callison, Ann-Marie Sweeney, 
Petra Charisse, Joan McCaffrey, Nicole Lippa and 
Jen Nelson for being the office volunteers who 
process dismissal and bus passes, sort all the mail 
from classrooms and help in a myriad of other 
ways during the busy mornings at McT;

•	 Ann-Marie	Sweeney	and	the	Safe	Arrival	vol-
unteers who check attendance against the Safe 
Arrival messages and make sure every student is 
accounted for.

•	 And	a	special	thank	you	all	the	parents	and	
guardians whose children move on to other 
schools next year. You have supported the school, 
teachers and staff, and your children as students 
in countless ways that help make McCarthy-
Towne School the special community it is.

Last Lost & Found Fair: June 1–13
Lost and found items will be on dis-
play in the lower level of the Parker 
Damon Building from June 1–13. 
Come and check for any items that 
may have gone missing during the 
last weeks. There are many jack-
ets, coats and lunch boxes. All items 
that remain on June 14 will be donated to charity. Don’t 
miss out on finding your lost items. Please contact either 
Mary Beilman (mmorgank@aol.com) or Petra Charisse  
(pecharisse@gmail.com) with any questions. 

Directory Ad Placements
Once again, the PTSO is offering the placement of per-
sonal ads for parents of McCarthy-Towne children in the 
2012–13 student directory. You can place a personal ad 
with a picture of your child (e.g., congratulations, happy 
birthday) as a fun way to memorialize your child’s years 
at McT. This is also a great opportunity to advertise your 
own home-based business! Get your name out to all McT 
families! The deadline for ad submissions isn’t until 
September, but it’s never too early to start planning. If 
you would like to place an ad or have questions, please 
contact Lauren Richardt (laurenrichardt@yahoo.com or 
978-263-3043).

Placement for Next Year
from the office

Parents/guardians of students in K–5th grade will be 
receiving a letter at spring parent-teacher conferences 
with the child’s user name and password for access to 
the on-line emergency card. You will need this informa-
tion to access class placement information, which will be 
posted on Friday, August 17 at 3 PM. Class lists will be 
available on Friday, August 24th.

User names and passwords cannot be given over the 
phone or email, please remember to take them with you 
on vacation if you plan to check placement while away.

Please keep this letter in a safe place. Your child’s user 
name and password stays the same through high school 
graduation and you will need to update the emergency 
card information, medical authorization and permissions 
page every year until your child graduates high school.

Also remember to update the card any time your address 
or contact information changes, or if your child’s health 
information changes.

Finally just as a reminder, the information that appears 
in the McT PTSO School Directory published in the fall 
comes from the on-line emergency cards, just like they 
did last year. If there is any information you wish to have 
excluded, that can be done when you complete your on-
line emergency information. 
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: 
PTSO Open Positions

We have some open PTSO positions for next 
year. If you are interested, or want to be involved 
but aren’t sure which position is best for you, con-
tact Kate Murray (kmurray@mail.ab.mec.edu) or 
Tracey Smith (tracey@gristmillmedia.com).

Auction Co-chairs: Oversee the individual com-
mittees for the annual McT auction.

Bulletin Collator: Supervise 4th, 5th or 6th grade 
students to collate, staple, and distribute the McT 
Bulletin to classroom teachers.

CPAC co-chair: (Cultural and Performing Arts 
Committee): Work with the existing co-chair to 
organize performances at McCarthy-Towne (3 
or 4/year). Meet with CPAC reps from the other 
elementary schools, and occasionally preview per-
formances at local schools and venues. (Must be 
available during the school day.) 

Donelan’s Receipts: Collect and add up Donelan’s 
receipts to raise money for school supplies. 

Family Photo Day: Plan, publicize and work with 
the photographer to execute the annual Family 
Photo Day. 

Funding Factory: Package and ship used ink car-
tridges that are collected at school to raise money 
for the PTSO

Grant Writing: Do you have grant writing experi-
ence? The McT staff occasionally needs assistance 
with this.

School Committee Liaison: Attend several school 
committee meetings (or watch on local cable) dur-
ing the year. Write monthly school committee 
meeting updates for the McT Bulletin.

Message from APS School Committee
from Kim McOsker, Chair, Acton Public School Committee

I would like to thank everyone who attended Town 
Meeting and voted to accept the school budget. The 
APS FY13 budget has significant strategic investments 
including full time Art, Music and Physical Education 
teachers in every school, a new ELL teacher and a sec-
ond investment of $108,000 towards Classroom Assistant 
funding to provide fundraising relief to the PTOs. 

Our next meeting is a joint meeting with the Regional 
School Committee on Thursday, June 7th at 7 PM in the 
Junior High Library. Our last regular APS meeting is 
Thursday, June 21st at 7 PM in the Junior High Library. 
Agendas will be available online at www.ab.mec.edu 
under “School Committee”.

Sun Safety for Children
Childhood sunburns can increase your child’s risk of 
developing skin cancer as an adult. Even a suntan can 
be harmful. Tanning is an outward sign of internal skin 
damage. Research shows that much of the damage to 
skin is done in the first 18 years of life. Protecting skin 
and eyes during early years can reduce the risk of some 
types of skin cancer by up to 78%. Melanoma is a cancer 
of younger people and can start as early as adolescence. 

Youth and Skin Cancer
•	 50% of lifetime exposure to UV light occurs 

during childhood and adolescence.

•	 It	can	take	less	than	10	minutes	for	a	
child’s skin to burn.

•	 Children	with	severe	sunburns	are	at	
an increased risk for skin cancer.

•	 A	person	born	today	is	twice	as	likely	to	
develop malignant melanoma compared 
to someone born only a decade ago and 12 times 
more likely as someone born 50 years ago.

•	 Being	sun	safe	is	the	first	step	to	reduce	the	
chances of getting skin cancer later in life.

Teach Children Sun Safe Habits
Children learn healthy habits at a young age. Therefore, 
it is important to begin protecting children from the 
beginning and teach them sun safety. With sun damage 
accumulating over a person’s lifespan, beginning sun 
safety habits at a young age should be a priority.

•	 Maximize	protection	between	the	hours	of	10	AM	
to 4 PM

•	 Wear	sun	protective,	light	colored	clothing	includ-
ing long sleeved shirts and pants made of tightly 
woven fabric.

•	 Wear	a	wide-brimmed	hat	that	protects	head,	face,	
ears and neck. If a baseball cap is worn, make sure 
to use sunscreen on ears and neck.

•	 Wear	UV-protective	sunglasses	with	99–100%	UV	
absorption.

•	 During	peak	sun	hours	(10	AM–4	PM)	seek	shade.

•	 Encourage	children	to	play	in	shaded	areas,	espe-
cially during peak sun hours.

•	 Use	a	sunscreen	of	SPF	15+	and	apply	a	gener-
ous amount (about a palm full) 30 minutes before 
going outside.

•	 Reapply	Sunscreen	every	90	minutes	or	after	
swimming, towel drying or perspiring, even if the 
product is waterproof. Don’t forget the lips and 
ears-both areas can burn just as easily.

•	 Strongly	discourage	the	use	of	tanning	beds.

Visit www.shadefoundation.org and www.cdc.gov/can-
cer/skin/choose yourcover/guide.htm for more details.

(Summarized by the APS/ABRHS Nurses, 5/2008)


