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Mark Your Calendar
AUGUST
17, Friday
Student class placement 
available online at 3 PM

24, Friday
Class lists available online

28, Tuesday
First Day of School, 9:15 AM

31, Friday
NO SCHOOL,  
Labor Day Weekend

SEPTEMBER
3, Monday
NO SCHOOL, Labor Day

10, Monday
School Picture Day

17, Monday
NO SCHOOL,  
Rosh Hashanah

19, Wednesday
Back-to-School Night

26, Wednesday
NO SCHOOL, Yom Kippur

Download the 2012–2013 
school calendar is available  
for download at:
www.ab.mec.edu/about/
aboutpdf/2012-2013calen-
dar.pdf

Kate Fitzmaurice’s Class

Michael Burke

Melody Byrne

Sanjana Cheerla

Melissa Cron

Jonathan Crowley

Tim Davis

Parker Dean

Ashley Densen

Joey Dutton

Jacob Getsick

Spencer Haigis

Arif Harianawala

Juliet Hurwitz

Naquan Jordan

Jason Lei

Anna McCarthy

Veronica McNamee

Abbey Milligan

Luke Phillips

Leela Ramachandran

Elena Robb

Lynn Rushkin

Gus Teran

Diana Willand 

Wendy

Wu 

Laura Martin’s Class

Lane Anderson

Hanifar Bashir

Arushi Bhalchandra

Abigail Bowman

Mitchell Densen

Alex Ewing

Diana Fiore

Hannah Frazee

James Ge

Miryam Gilfix

Max Graham

Corinn Greene

Zarmeen Hasan

Elizabeth Hora

Juhwan Jung

Ruiqi Luo

Lilly Matz

Rebecca Morse

Evan Nolan

Ethan O’Connor

Haley Potter

Rachel Robinson

Dylan Sweeney

Jake Verrilli

Ben Wolf

Tara Matthews’ Class

Sophie Biehl

Olivia Blaufuss

Ariella Bull

Valentine Bulpin

Justin Celebi

Anya Cervantes

Will Delaney

Cameron Dindal

Tony Geanisis

Hannah Gearan

Eliana Gilfix

Tessali Hogan

Madison Hora

Grace Kirkman

McKenzie Lippa

Miyah Lynch

Natalie Maggs

Sam Mayer

Aidan McCullough

Devon Miller

Sachit Murali

Rachel Pryke

Erin Smith

Max Wils

Becky Wolf

Peter Xie

Congratulations McT Class of 2012!
by David Krane, McT Principal

Sixth grade is the end of the McCarthy-Towne journey and the start of the next part of your 
school adventure. The way that every single one of you has demonstrated leadership and 
compassion during this past year makes me confident of your continued success as you 
head into the Junior High. You have been a remarkable part of my time at McT. 

The McCarthy-Towne School salutes you and thanks you for all that you have done in your 
years here. We look forward to hearing about all of your newest adventures when you 
return for a visit. Good luck!
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June Endings and Beginnings
by David Krane, McT Principal

Schools are the embodiment of change. Children learn and grow from September to June, academi-
cally and socially. Teachers know what lies in front of them from the first day of school when it still 
feels like summer all the way to June, one hundred eighty days later, when it is just beginning to 
feel like summer. Families expect that change and so do teachers. Students are working on it and 
sometimes there are a series of “a-ha!” moments over the course of the year when they realize that 
a learning change has happened.

Our school continues to change, too. Once again, we have revamped our schedule for next year to 
incorporate some additional instructional time from the Sloyd, Music, and PE educators as well as 
providing time for all of our educators to look at student learning as grade level teams. Sixth Grade 
will be working with a different rotation next year, one where each of the three teachers will assume 
the teaching responsibilities for a content area. We will be incorporating a school-wide system of 
benchmark literacy assessments, which will be providing rich fodder for conversations around stu-
dent learning. We also continue to expand our leveled library to better meet the needs of all the 
students in every grade level, too.

There will also be some shifts in personnel. Darsi Decker and Cheryl Beaudoin will be the new 
Kindergarten team, with Darsi teaching both AMK and PMK, and Cheryl will teaching the ADK.  
Ashley Pringle will remain in Second Grade; Kate Gibalerio will remain in Third Grade, joined 
by MaryAnn Mehler, returning from leave. Our new Music teacher, Jillian Gilfoil, will be joining 
us this summer, and all the Specialists will be McCarthy-Towne dedicated: we have ended the 
part-time practice for these educators and everyone has become a more permanent member of our 
school community.

As we make these changes, we will be saying good-bye to educators, as well. Chris Porth will move 
into the full-time Music position at Merriam, and Janet Merrigan and Kelly Reed will be leaving 
McCarthy-Towne. We will fondly remember them all…

Innovation cannot happen without fundamental change and ours is a school that values innovation 
and risk-taking. While we look forward to implementing these changes, we also know that it will 
probably involve some struggle, but this is how the best learning takes place. We are always reach-
ing for something better for the students at our school and, like them, we might experience some 
discomfort as we move forward with new ideas and new ways of doing things. That is learning, 
continual learning.

Before that starts, though, there is summer! Enjoy your time with your children… we’ll give them 
back for two months for all sorts of summer adventures and all the new learning that happens on 
adventures that are outside of school.

We look forward to seeing all of you when we start it up again. Thank you for all that you do for 
McCarthy-Towne!

     CORI Applications
from the office

All CORI applications that were submitted prior to January 1, 2012 will expire on June 30 of this year.

If you have not yet submitted a CORI application this year, please remember to bring a picture ID 
when you visit the school this fall. You can fill out an application on the spot. All CORI applications 
submitted after January 1, 2012 will be valid through June 30, 2015.  

CORI applications submitted in September may take several weeks to approve. So get it done right 
away so you don’t miss out on any field trips.
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McT Mornings Enrichment Program
Calling all mathematicians, knitters, artists, linguists, 
sports enthusiasts and computer savvy parents!  We are 
working on enhancing the McT Mornings Enrichment 
program in conjunction with Community Ed. who will 
be running the program on behalf of McT.  If you have 
a special interest, skill or talent that you would like to 
share with our students by teaching a class, please 
contact Patty in the office (plee@mail.ab.mec.edu) or 
Michele Caterina (michelecaterina1@gmail.com).  

Don’t know what you want to teach?  Community Ed. 
has plenty of suggested classes that need someone to 
run them (Lego Club anyone?) and provides payment for 
your services.  Classes are typically 4 weeks long but can 
vary depending on you! These programs offer our chil-
dren some additional enrichment before school for some 
added fun and learning while helping to provide addi-
tional funding for classroom assistants and other needs.  
We are looking to begin classes in the fall and run them 
all school year so don’t wait… contact us now!

While Away, Help McT When You Play!
This summer, while your family is far away from McT, 
you can still help our school. Just shop on-line at your 
favorite stores via OneCause.com and a percentage of 
your total purchases will be donated by those merchants 
to McCarthy-Towne.  

Here’s a truly easy win-win for everyone. McT gets 
much-needed donations but you don’t spend any addi-
tional money. And, if you bought Scrip cards at the end 
of the year, you can use many of them when you pay for 
your purchases through OneCause. This is like giving 
the school two free donations!

OneCause includes special coupons and discounts on 
their site for many of their partner stores. If you install 
their tool bar on your browser, you don’t even need to 
log-in when you shop with one of their hundreds of mer-
chants—the contributions go through automatically.

Whether you’re buying beach towels now, or back-to-
school clothes in August, shop at www.onecause.com 
and give McCarthy-Towne your donations the easy (and 
FREE) way. Thanks for your support!

     

from Kate Murray and Tracey Smith, PTSO co-chairs
We can not believe we are writing our last bulletin article for this school year!  How quickly the 

year goes by and our children are another year older.  We are very excited for some new initia-
tives that are taking place next year that we would like share with you before we all leave to enjoy 

our summer vacation.  The first one is our transition over to a new electronic newsletter using Constant 
Contact to communicate with all of you.  This will allow us to not only send out bi-weekly email messages to 
you about school happenings but will also include links to all our “Friday Flyers”, making it much easier to 
read and find information you are looking for.  In order to receive our electronic emails in September, you will 
be asked to verify the email you want to use as well as your permission when updating your emergency card 
information in August.  

Also, we are planning a new format for our PTSO meetings.  In addition to our monthly updates, each meeting 
will include a topic that will be covered that will be of interest to our parents.  For example, one month might be 
a discussion of children and cell phone use and then the next month we might have our third grade math teach-
ers lead a hands-on demonstration about math instruction.  Some topics we are considering for next year are:

•	 Cell	phone	use	and	children

•	 Math	Instruction	

•	 Reading	Instruction

•	 Going	Green	at	McT

•	 6th	Grade	new	teaching		model	

•	 How	teachers	prepare	for	MCAS	testing

•	 Teacher	evaluation	process

Please feel free to send any suggestions of topics you would like to have scheduled during our PTSO meetings 
to Kate Murray (kmurray@mail.ab.mec.edu).  We would love to have your ideas!

From the PTSO Steering Committee to all of you, we’d like to wish you a safe, relaxing and fun summer vacation!

PTSO 
News
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Placement for Next Year
from the office

Parents/guardians of students in K–5th grade will be 
receiving a letter at spring parent-teacher conferences 
with the child’s user name and password for access to 
the on-line emergency card. You will need this infor-
mation to access class placement information, which 
will be posted on Friday, August 17 at 3 PM. Class 
lists will be available on Friday, August 24th.

User names and passwords cannot be given over the 
phone or email, please remember to take them with you 
on vacation if you plan to check placement while away.

Please keep this letter in a safe place. Your child’s user 
name and password stays the same through high school 
graduation and you will need to update the emergency 
card information, medical authorization and permissions 
page every year until your child graduates high school.

Also remember to update the card any time your address 
or contact information changes, or if your child’s health 
information changes.

Finally just as a reminder, the information that appears 
in the McT PTSO School Directory published in the fall 
comes from the on-line emergency cards, just like they 
did last year. If there is any information you wish to have 
excluded, that can be done when you complete your on-
line emergency information. 

Thank You Safe Arrival Volunteers
from Ann-Marie Sweeney

We had a great group of volunteers working in the 
office each morning to make sure that our children were 
accounted for and safe.  Amazingly, I don’t think we are 
losing	any	of	our	26	volunteers	to	the	Jr.	High.		How	excit-
ing!  Thank you for doing such a great job this year and I 
hope to have you all back on the team next year.

Grade K–5: Not at McT Next Year? 
from the office 

Are you moving out of Acton this summer? Is your child 
going to a different school next year? You should com-
plete a “Release of Records” form as soon as possible. 
The school office is open for limited hours during the 
summer, so call ahead to make sure someone will be 
available,	978-264-3377.	Since	the	Health	Office	is	closed,	
health records will not be available during the summer. 

Scrip Thank You!
Thank you to all the families who ordered Scrips in June, 
as well as all those families who ordered Scrips on a 
monthly basis. It really does make a financial difference 
for McT! We made just over $4,300 this year with 
Scrips.

We appreciate your support and look forward to your 
support again in the fall. Wendy Schaad and Mimi 
Kirkman will be the Scrips co-chairs next year.

Food Service Department News
If you have a positive balance in your child’s lunch 
account the money will roll over to the next school 
year. If you receive a call stating your child’s account 
is in the negative we appreciate your prompt atten-
tion to this. Families that would like to add money 
to their account during the summer for the start 
of the next school year can enter on line payments 
at any time through ParentOnline. Information is 
available at www.ab.mec.edu/departments/food/
food.shtml.

Something New!
The Food Service Department now offers an online 
application for free or reduced lunches. This will 
help families expedite the application process. 
Printed forms are still available and will be sent 
home the first day of school. For more information 
please visit www.ab.mec.edu/departments/food/
foodapplication.shtml.

Summer School Lunches!
We are pleased to once again offer breakfast and 
lunch at the High School during summer school.

The AB Café will be open from June 25th to August 
3rd. Breakfast and Lunch will be sold daily from 
9–11:30 AM. Come on down!

Lunch Prices for the upcoming school year
Acton Public Schools lunch will increase to $2.50 
in September. This includes main entrée, choice of 
fruit, vegetable and 8 ounce milk. If you would like 
to only purchase an 8 ounce milk the price is 50¢.

On behalf of the entire Food Service Department 
we would like to wish you all a fun filled summer!


