
It is a windy but sunny day as we move into 
March. March does, indeed, come in like a 
lion, but behaviors are less predictable at 
the end of the month than some would have 
us believe. But this has proven to be a win-
ter of some surprises, with warm weather 
and too little snow to speak of.

March is the month of changes and renewal. 
The weather is becoming warmer and there 
will be more opportunity for time outside 
to explore the natural world around us as 
spring approaches. This chunk of instruc-
tional time between the February and the 
April breaks is critical for a number of rea-
sons: there is the annual interruption of 
MCAS for grades three through six, our 
world renowned Auction is happening, and 
some of the best features of the individual 
classrooms are getting underway. Right 
before the break, Caitlin’s fifth grade put 
on a wonderful performance of Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory. I was impressed by the 
work that the entire classroom had done to 
make this performance a memorable one. 
Having the entire school watch, enthralled, 
was a tremendous experience. We are also 
looking forward to Robin’s third grade 
Collection Museum, always a very big 
event. These two events, just a sampling 
of what happens, are both striking for 
the amount of self-directed work that the 
children do. This is the time that that the 
students, with guidance and direction from 
the teachers, can really shine on their own. 

Each of the performers in the play did a 
remarkable job individually but the collec-
tive effort showed very clearly, too. This is 
true of the Collection Museum, where indi-
vidual efforts and passion combine to make 
the entire exhibition a wonderful show. 

The Auction works in the same way. It is 
about the hard work and effort of an entire 
community towards a common goal and 
purpose: our school. Students, staff and 
faculty, and, of course, our parent com-
munity all contribute to the success of the 
Auction. It is a celebration of our spirit and 
of the dedication of all those who make up 
our school community. And it’s also fun…!

As we have just returned from a school 
vacation but have mercifully been spared 
the snow days that we experienced a year 
ago because of the weather, I’d like to speak 
briefly about recreational absences when 
school is in session. I have written about this 
often this year, too, but it bears repeating. 
With MCAS looming this month and next, 
this is an important reminder. Teachers 
work hard to prepare instruction that is 
sequential. Missing substantial chunks of 
school time due to family vacations sends 
the wrong message to students and, it’s 
important to add, to teachers, too. Children 
deserve to be part of every classroom 
endeavor and it puts kids at a disadvantage 
by being deliberately out of school for rea-
sons of vacation. Please try and keep this in 
mind as you make family plans.

Back into the Groove
by David Krane, McT Principal
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Mark Your Calendar
MARCH 
8, Thursday
Auction Raffle Tickets due

12, Monday
Auction Ticket Orders due

14, Wednesday
Scrip Orders due

15, Thursday
PTSO Meeting, 9AM

20, Tuesday
MCAS Testing, Gr. 3, 4, 5, 6

21, Wednesday
MCAS Testing, Gr. 3, 4, 5, 6

22, Thursday
MCAS Testing, Gr. 4

24, Saturday
Auction, 5:30 PM

31, Saturday
Lip Sync Extravaganza, 
4:30–6:30 PM

APRIL
6, Friday
NO SCHOOL, Good Friday

11, Wednesday
Community Assembly, 2 PM
PTSO Meeting, 7 PM

16–20
NO SCHOOL, Spring Recess

4th Grade AB Star Party!
On Monday, March 5 (cloud dates March 6th and 7th) 4th graders and their 
parents can meet amateur astronomers and peek at the night sky using tele-
scopes and binoculars. Come ”meet” Galileo, step inside a StarLab indoor 
planetarium, and make a take-home star finder. Several planets will be 
visible as well as the Orion Nebula and several galaxies. 

The AB Star Party will take place at Parker Damon Building from 6–9 PM. 
No need to RSVP, arrive any time, but please come before 8:30 PM. This event 
is for 4th grade students only. This is not a drop-off event, students must be 
accompanied by a parent/adult at all times. Visit www.abstarparty.com for 
details and cancellation information due to cloudy skies. 
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from Michele Caterina and Kate Murray, PTSO co-chairs
We are busy planning for our annual auction, to be held on Saturday, March 24 at 5:30 PM at the 
Butternut Farm Golf Club in Stow. Here are all the upcoming auction deadlines:

• March 5th: parent donations! Fill out the form and send to school with your child. 

•  March 8th: Raffle ticket sales are due. Besides getting a chance to win a Kindle Fire, an iPod Touch, or 
a 3DS, some lucky students will also get a chance to win a pizza lunch with David.    

• March 9th: Deadline to purchase a bestselling limited edition 2012 McT Auction T-shirt.

• March 12th: Deadline to purchase tickets for the event. Send in your reservation forms right away!

• March 19–23: Drop off donated items to the school from Monday, March 19 through Thursday, March 
22nd, or Friday March 23rd from 8AM–3 PM at the Anderson’s home, 26 Joseph Reed Lane.

All forms can be found on the auction website at www.mctptso.org/fundraising/auction2012.

We can’t give enough thanks to Heidi Dalaklis and Jill Defoe, who have been our co-chairs for the past three 
years! Their tireless devotion to making the auction a resounding success is so greatly appreciated by all of us! 
Thank you, Heidi and Jill!

Would you like to receive our undying appreciation and admiration? We are still looking for two co-chairs to 
take over auction planning next year. If you are interested in this fun and important position, please email or 
call Michele Caterina (michelecaterina1@gmail.com) or Kate Murray (lfdtmurray@verizon.net). 

We are also working on planning our annual Lip Sync Extravaganza, to be held on Saturday, March 31 
from 4:30–6:15 PM. For more details on this very popular event, see page 4. 

A special thanks to Kim McLothlin and all of her volunteers for planning and executing a fun Game Night a 
few weeks ago. The cafeteria was filled with parents and kids playing all sorts of board games created by local 
company, GameWright. The night was a great success. If you weren’t able to attend, consider it for next year!

The PTSO co-chairs from all Acton elementary schools meet about four times a year to discuss various issues 
affecting all of our schools. Our most recent meeting was held this week. Our primary goal is collaboration 
and we discussed ways to work together to fund and publicize various speakers that address topics relevant to 
all of our elementary school–age children. Please stay tuned to hear about events and forums we are planning. 

We would be happy to hear from you on any issue and are always looking for ways to better communicate and 
advertise the PTSO activities and events. If you have any comments, questions, or ideas, please feel free to 
contact Michele (michelecaterina1@gmail.com) or Kate (lfdtmurray@verizon.net). 

PTSO 
News

Scrip Gift Card Program
We will continue to offer the Scrip program on a monthly basis until the end of the school year. So 
far we have raised over $3,200 ytd!

Do you see this form come home every month and say, “nah”! Please reconsider and read on. The 
Scrip program is truly an easy and great way to help pay for our assistant hours without having to 
spend any additional money. If you buy a CVS or Starbucks card to use when you shop there, you 
get the full value (not spent anything more than you normally would) and that merchant gives a 
percentage to McT. Yes, stores we spend money at are helping fund OUR teaching assistants. This 
program makes about $5,000 a year, but with more people participating, we could double it! 

Don’t want to mess with forms? No problem, order on-line. Visit www.shopwithscrip.com and 
click “create account”. Enter enrollment code AL91AAC31L565. When you hit “Join” make sure it 
shows McT and Lynne Densen as coordinator. Once you place an order you can print out the con-
firmation and send it to school with a check, or sign up for presto pay and they will take the funds 
out of your account for just a 15¢ transaction fee for each order.  

Attached is the order form with all participating vendors. Additional forms can be found on the 
PTSO website—www.mctptso.org/fundraising/scrip.

March orders are due Wednesday, March 14. Contact Lynne Densen (lynne.densen@verizon.net 
or 978-266-2952) or Maureen Jones (mjones@mail.ab.mec.edu or 978-266-2874) with questions.



3

Auction 2012—Great Fun for a Great Cause… US!
The McT Auction is coming! Join us on Saturday, March 24th, 5:30 PM at the Butternut Farm Golf 
Club in Stow, MA. This year’s Mardi Gras theme is a guaranteed rockin’ good time with the MCATs 
Band and the lively Jim Lewis as our auctioneer. Seating is limited and ticket orders must be sent 
in by March 12. Forms are available at www.mctptso.org/fundraising/auction2012/.

GET INVOLVED!  
There are some immediate volunteer needs! We are looking to fill the following positions:

Back Room Volunteers: The volunteers for this committee work in shifts on the night of the auc-
tion. Some of the responsibilities include signing people in, tracking the auction bid sheets, data 
entry, and checking people out. Any extra hands are welcome! For more information and to volun-
teer, please contact Sandy Billings (sandybillings@verizon.net).

Raffle Sales: We have great prizes this year! 1st prize is an Amazon Kindle Fire, 2nd prize is an 
Apple iPod Touch, and 3rd prize is a Nintendo 3DS. We desperately need volunteers to sell tickets 
at Roche Brother’s, Donelan’s, or the Post Office. All volunteers need to do is show up and sell tick-
ets for one hour. The station will even be set up and broken down for you. Please contact Michele 
Caterina (michelecaterina1@gmail.com) and let her know which time slot you are available!

• Saturday March 3rd between 11–12pm

• Saturday March 10th between 9–12pm

• Sunday March 11th between 9–12pm

PLEASE HELP! This event really adds to the financial success of the auction!

DONATIONS
Items offered by McT families in the past have included signed sports memorabilia, theater and con-
cert tickets, beach and vacation house rentals, services such as interior design help, baked goods, 
parties, and personally designed crafts. Visit www.mctptso.org/fundraising/auction2012 for print-
able donation forms and a copy of last year’s Auction Booklet for inspiration. Donation forms are 
due Monday, March 5.

AUCTION T-SHIRTS
Buy a specially designed auction T-shirt and wear it to the event! It’s a great way to show support for 
McT and takes the worry out of “what do I wear?” Unbelievably, we have only received a few orders 
for these really nice McT-Ts! Maybe it’s because you just haven’t seen them yet. Samples are now 
on display in the office.  Come take a look! The deadline to place a T-shirt order is Friday, March 
9th! Order forms are available on the auction website—www.mctptso.org/fundraising/auction2012.

For more details about the auction, visit www.mctptso.org/fundraising/auction2012 or con-
tact Co-Chairs Heidi Dalaklis (hm.dalaklis@verizon.net) or Jill Defoe (defoe@verizon.net).

YARD SALE

Yard Sale Extravaganza
Mark your calendars for McT’s annual Yard Sale! You 
never know what you’ll find or who you’ll run into in 
the McT cafetorium. Drop off items on Friday, May 18, 
then come back to shop on Saturday, May 19. Hot items 
include furniture, toys, games, sports 
equipment, books, knick knacks, cos-
tumes, and more. We will also have 
lots of FREE stuff up for grabs. 

Volunteers are needed for the sale start-
ing at 2:45 PM on Friday May 18 and  
8 AM on Saturday May 19. Contact Suzy 
(seppling@gmail.com) to join the yard 
sale crew. And remember, volunteers get first 
dibs on all items for sale!

Willow Books Storytime Success
from Sharon Ryan, McT Reading Specialist

Thank you to the entire McT community for making the 
McT Willow Books Storytime a HUGE success!

Special thanks to Vanessa, Cheryl, Callie, Jen, Ashley, 
Robin, Kate, Vin, Nancy, and Heather W. for gener-
ously sharing their time and talent. Sincere thanks to 
the McT PTSOís Maureen Jones and Lynne Densen for 
co-ordinating this effort to support our youngest literacy 
learners as well as Willow Books for hosting this event!
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Lip-Sync Extravaganza
Our 5th Annual Lip-Sync Extravaganza will be held on 
Saturday, March 31, 4:30–6:15 PM. This has been a 
huge hit in the past with 25 performances by both McT 
students and staff. Don’t miss out! Many students have 
already express interest in performing this year and we 
have to limit how many performances we can take. 

Sign up sheets are attached and due back by Friday, 
March 9. Please read all the rules and regulations. Lyrics 
MUST be submitted with the sign up sheet (for appro-
priateness). Students also MUST attend the rehearsal 
on Thursday, March 29 immediately after school. Please 
submit a parent email with the form so you can be con-
tacted with specific information about the Lip-Sync.

Each song is limited to a maximum of 2½ minutes so that 
we can accommodate all the groups that want to per-
form. We will also be limiting each group to one song, 
although students may perform both individually and in 
a group or in two different groups. Students need to be 
in 2nd grade or higher to perform a song individually. 

The full list of guidelines can be found on the PTSO 
website—www.mctptso.org/fundraising/lip-sync. 
Questions? Please contact either Lynne Densen  
(lynne.densen@verizon.net or 978-266-2952) or Karen 
Anderson (canders67@aol.com or 978-274-2012).

Youth Art Month at Worcester Art Museum
Art students from Central Massachusetts have been 
selected to display their creative works at the Worcester 
Art Museum during the month of March. Five students 
from McCarthy-Towne will have work they created in 
Sloyd class included in the exhibit. This multi-media 
exhibit is sponsored by the Massachusetts Art Education 
Association as part of Youth Art Month, a national cel-
ebration to emphasize the value of art education for all 
children and to encourage support for the quality art 
programs in Massachusetts’ schools.

Youth Art Month will be celebrated with a reception 
on Sunday, March 11, for the young exhibitors, grades 
K–8, and their families. The reception will be from 1–4 
PM at the Worcester Art Museum. 

The exhibit will be on display from March 1–30. 
Admission is free in the Higgins Education wing of the 
Worcester Art Museum, which will be open Tuesday 
through Friday from 9AM–5PM and on Saturday from 
10AM–3PM. Art teachers from 35 cities and towns have 
volunteered their time to make this event possible. Join 
us to enjoy the diverse talents of our children and to sup-
port your McT schoolmates.

Thank You
from Patty Lee, Parent Involvement Coordinator

Thank you to all the members of our community who 
volunteer in so many ways. There have been many recent 
projects and tasks where volunteers came forward to 
help our school, including (but not limited to):

• Mary Beilman, Shannon Callison, Michele 
Caterina, Susan Lerner, Bridget Matz, Lena 
Saetre-Grant and Tracey Smith for being school 
tour guides for prospective kindergarten parents;

• Lynne Densen and the Hospitality Committee 
for providing food, drinks and flowers for McT’s 
Parent Information Night for prospective kinder-
garten parents;

• Student Council members Tim DiPalo, Jackson 
Lippa, Emilia Teran, Rory Butler, Riley Callison, 
Noah Chinitz, Samantha Long, Mike Maimone, 
Lilly Travers, Arushi Bhalchandra, Sophie Biehl, 
Melissa Cron, Sam Mayer, Dylan Sweeney and 
Gus Teran for being wonderful representatives of 
our school by showing McT to prospective kin-
dergarten parents and answering their questions 
during McT’s Kindergarten Information Night;

• Mary Beilman, Shannon Callison, Michele 
Caterina, Susan Lerner and Mariah Straayer for 
answer questions of prospective kindergarten par-
ents during our Kindergarten Information Night;

• Shannon Callison, Shelly Jaros, Sarah McBride, 
Lena Saetre-Grant, Fiona Starr and Tina 
Watlington for stapling Auction raffle ticket book-
lets and stuffing and labeling student envelopes.

MCAS Dates for Spring 2012
Students in Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 will be taking 
MCAS tests in March and May of 2012. Please 
avoid scheduling trips and appointments during 
the MCAS testing periods. Testing begins at the 
beginning of the school day, so students should 
avoid late arrival to school. If they arrive after their 
class begins the test, they will not be able to take 
the test that day.

English Language Arts (Grades 3, 4, 5, 6)
Grades 3, 5, 6: Tuesday, March 20 and  

Wednesday, March 21

Grade 4: Wednesday, March 21 and  
Thursday, March 22

English Lanugage Arts Composition (Grade 4)
Tuesday, March 20

Make-Up Date—Thursday, March 29

Mathematics (Grades 3, 4, 5, 6)
Tuesday, May 8 and Wednesday, May 9

Science, Technology & Engineering (Grade 5)
Monday, May 14 and Tuesday, May 15


