
Although we seemed to have managed to 
dodge a seriously snowy winter, the early 
warmth has caused some confusion among 
the plant life. Trees blossomed early, the 
snowbells and the crocuses appeared and 
even some daffodils have shown them-
selves. But even these early arrivals have 
vanished and it is still the end of April 
merging onto the beginning of May. I hope 
that at least the temperatures become a lit-
tle milder and more typical of a real spring! 
The kids, however, are the real harbingers 
of spring as they have taken to being out-
doors with an enthusiasm that is typical of 
this time of year.

With this seasonal change comes the con-
versation around placement for next year. 
Many of you have communicated with me 
your feelings and concerns about next year. 
This is information we will certainly use 
as we build the new classroom sections for 
next year. This is a significant process as we 
construct three balanced sections at each 
grade level for next year. It is also a process 
that has started to ensure that every piece 
of information, academic and social, is con-
sidered as we do this work.

As mentioned before, the weather is 
changing as we move deeper into spring 
and some information bears repeating 
each year. Something the warmer weather 
affects is the kind of clothing that children 
wear to school. As it becomes warmer, chil-
dren wear clothing that is lighter and more 
comfortable. This is a natural response and 

completely appropriate. In the past, though, 
we have noticed that sometimes children 
choose outfits that are more appropriate 
to the beach than to school. This is another 
time when adult guidance is invaluable. A 
reasonable guideline is for children to wear 
clothing that allows them to perform all 
school activities comfortably without draw-
ing undue attention to themselves, and also 
that the torso is covered.  

Some of the apparel that we feel should not 
be worn to school include:

• Shirts or tops with spaghetti straps

• Shirts or tops that leave the midriff 
exposed

• Shirts or tops that have very large 
armholes

• Halter tops

• Very short shorts

• Any clothing that would cause  
discomfort to the child or others

In order to prevent possible injuries, we 
are discouraging children from wearing 
flip-flops to school. They can be unsafe for 
children running or climbing on the struc-
tures on the playground.

I appreciate your support and interest in 
what happens at school and know that this 
creates a positive and supportive environ-
ment for all children.

We are looking forward to a great finish to 
what has been a wonderful year!

May Flowers
by David Krane, McT Principal
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Mark Your Calendar
MAY 
4, Friday
Parker Damon International 
Night, 6 PM

7, Monday
Literacy Seminar for parents 
of students entering first 
grade, 6:30–7:30 PM

8–9 Tuesday/Wednesday
MCAS Testing, Gr. 3, 4, 5 & 6

10, Thursday
PTSO Meeting, 9 AM 

11, Friday
6th Grade Photo Day
Box Tops due

14–15 Monday/Tuesday
MCAS Testing, Gr. 5

16, Wednesday
Scrip Orders due

18, Friday
McT Yard Sale drop-off,  
3–7:30 PM

19, Saturday
McT Yard Sale, 8 AM–Noon

20, Sunday
Grounds Cleanup, 1–4 PM

21, Monday
Literacy Seminar for  
parents of students entering 
Kindergarten, 6:30–7:30 PM

28, Monday
NO SCHOOL, Memorial Day

JUNE
6, Wednesday
PTSO Meeting, 7 PM

7, Thursday
McT Ice Cream Social,  
5:30–7:30 PM

15, Friday
Last Day of School,  
Early Dismissal (12:15 PM) 
No PM Kindergarten

Early Literacy Workshops
Sharon Ryan, McT Reading Specialist, will be hosting two Early Literacy evening seminars 
this spring. These seminars will provide parents with resources and skills to use over the 
summer to nurture literacy in our youngest learners. 

Monday, May 7, 6:30–7:30 PM  Designed for parents of current 
Kindergarten students transitioning to first grade in Fall 2012

Monday, May 21, 6:30–7:30 PM  Designed especially for 
parents of incoming Kindergarten students in Fall 2012

If you have any questions about these seminars, please contact 
Sharon Ryan (sryan@mail.ab.mec.edu). 
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from Michele Caterina and Kate Murray, PTSO co-chairs
There are a few more PTSO activities to look forward to before we wrap up the school year. 

International Night will be held on Friday, May 4 from 6:30–8 PM. This free event is a venue 
for children and parents to see the countries of the world without leaving the premises of the Parker 

Damon Building. All attendees will be able to sample international foods, visit educational exhibitions 
in the “Global Village,” and enjoy performances and  artistic expressions from different parts of the globe. 

Save the date for the McCarthy-Towne Yard Sale, on Saturday, May 19 from 8 AM–Noon. The Yard Sale 
is always a huge event and draws record crowds from all over the area. Come as a volunteer to work in the caf-
eteria for the May 18 drop off from 3–7:30 PM, as well as Saturday morning during the actual sale. Or come as 
a shopper on Saturday and buy lots of stuff to support the classroom assistants at McT. 

Our next PTSO meeting will be held on Thursday, May 10 at 9 AM in the Multipurpose Room. This meet-
ing is an essential one in which we will begin the discussions of the 2012–13 budget that we hope to approve in 
June. Please join us for this important meeting. We need and value your input.

See you soon at the next meeting or PTSO event!

PTSO 
News

This Summer Learn to Draw
Hanna Melnyczuk, McT Art Integration Consultant, 
will offer three drawing classes this summer through 
Community Ed/Acton Escapades. These classes will 
offer skill building in both perceptual and imaginary 
drawing. There will be fun exploring different ways to 
invent characters, shade them and place them in an envi-
ronment.  They’ll learn about different types of drawing 
including contour line and gesture drawing and they 
may even get to make a book!  

Classes offered are Fantasy Drawing (June 25–29 or July 
16–20), Drawing for Fun (July 16–20) and Illustrate and 
Make Your Own Book (June 25–29). These classes are for 
kids entering grades 3–6. 

Spring Box Top Collection!

A big thank you to everyone who clipped, saved and sent 
in Box Tops this school year. We’ve earned over $1,000 
in Box Tops for McT! There will be one last collection 
before the end of the school year. Please clip and return 
by Friday May 11.  Collect them in an envelope, Ziploc 
bag or have the kids glue them to the collection sheets. 
Send them to school with your child or drop them in the 
collection box in the main office. You can also drop them 
in a blue box labeled “McCarthy-Towne Box Tops” at 
Roche Bros supermarkets. Did you know when shopping 
online you can earn money for our school through Box 
Tops Marketplace? To learn more and to see a list of your 
favorite stores, visit www.btfe.com. If you have any ques-
tions please email Debbie (debfwalz@gmail.com).

Try Our SCRIP Card Program!

Thanks to all the families who ordered Scrips in April. 
We have raised $3,500 already this year and we need 
to keep it going. 

We understand money is tight all around. But with the 
SCRIP program, you don’t have to “buy” anything extra 
to support McT. Purchase shopping cards to stores you 
shop at, including Target, CVS, Kmart, Roche Bros, T.J. 
Maxx, Stop & Shop, just to name a few. New this year—
DONELAN’S! Buy the store cards from McT and then 
that store makes a donation to McT; you simply pay at the 
register with the cards just like you would with an ATM 
or credit card. If each family at McT purchased just one 
$25 CVS card each of the 10 school months, CVS would 
be donating $5,430 a year to McT. That’s CRAZY money! 

We urge you to try it this month! You will see how easy 
it is to help McT fund teaching assistant hours without 
spending one penny more than you normally would 
spend. Purchase just two cards for $50 each month, you 
don’t have to spend hundreds each month to help.

These cards also make great gifts for upcoming birth-
days and graduations. The last weeks of school fly by, so 
don’t be left scrambling to thank all the teachers, assis-
tants, bus drivers, coaches, etc. Order Scrip cards now 
and have them in time for your year end gift-giving.

The next orders are due Wednesday, May 16. The 
last orders of the year are Tuesday, June 5 at 10 AM. If 
you have questions, please contact either Lynne Densen 
(lynne.densen@verizon.net or 978-266-2952) or Maureen 
Jones (maureen.jones1@verizon.net or 978-266-2874).
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YARD SALE

Last and First Day of School
from the office

The last day of this school year will be Friday, June 
15th. Please note that it is an early release day and all 
elementary schools will follow the regular Thursday dis-
missal schedule. Dismissal time for McCarthy-Towne on 
June 15th will be 12:15 PM.

The first day of school for the 2012–13 school year 
will be Tuesday, August 28th. McCarthy-Towne 
School will be on the late elementary school schedule: 
9:15 AM–3:30 PM (Thursday, 1:00 PM). 

The school calendar is available on the APS/AB website 
at: http://ab.mec.edu/about/aboutpdf/2012-2013calen-
dar.pdf

May CPAC Show: Roots Music Collective
CPAC’s next performance will be Roots Music Collective on 
May 10 at 11 AM. This performance will be for grades 
4–6. Roots Music Collective traces the roots of American 
popular music. This interactive performance illustrates 
how the music of early African-Americans evolved from 
work songs and spirituals, and led to blues, jazz, coun-
try, and eventually rock. Students will learn how the 
musicians draw upon distinct musical backgrounds to 
compose and play music together. The program cul-
minates in a group song writing experiment where the 
musicians take suggestions from the student audience to 
create an original work. CPAC would like to thank the 
generous McT parents who make our programs possible.  
Hope you can join us for this exciting program! 

Get Set for the Yard Sale!
Please drop off your gently 
used donations for the McT 
Yard Sale from 3:30–7:30 PM 
on Friday May 18 in the cafe-
torium. We also welcome baked 
goods, juice boxes, water, and 
wrapped snacks to raise funds for 
our school. 

Come shop the sale from 8 AM–Noon 
on Saturday, May 19th. $5 to fill a bag  
starts at 11 AM! 

Volunteers are still needed to help out at the sale on 
Saturday May 19th between 8 AM–1 PM. We also 
need people to post signs around town. We will 
make copies and distribute them to all those who 
volunteer. To help out, please email Suzy Eppling 
(seppling@gmail.com).

It’s Spring Schoolyard Cleanup Time! 
Come on Sunday, May 20, 1–4 PM and make a differ-
ence to the outdoor gardens and grounds your children 
play in EVERYDAY!

McT Families are important to this effort, as the land-
scaping of the grounds is done only by volunteers like 
you. It is your help that makes our school grounds look 
beautiful! We hope you can come spend a little time 
(however small) with us on May 20.

Help is needed in cleaning up the garden beds and 
grounds around the school and play areas. Bring your 
garden gloves, rakes, weeding tools and wheel barrows, 
etc. The whole family is welcome, big hands and little.  
We can use all the help we get!   

Can’t help Sunday? Find out what other days we will be 
out weeding or planting. For more information, contact 
Karen Dean (dkdean83@gmail.com or 978-274-2084).

Remaining MCAS Dates
Students in Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 will be taking MCAS 
tests this month. Please avoid scheduling trips and 
appointments during the MCAS testing periods. Testing 
begins at the beginning of the school day, so students 
should avoid late arrival to school. If they arrive after 
their class begins the test, they will not be able to take 
the test that day.

Mathematics (Grades 3, 4, 5, 6)
Tuesday, May 8 and Wednesday, May 9

Science, Technology & Engineering (Grade 5)
Monday, May 14 and Tuesday, May 15

Save the Date for 
McT’s Annual Ice Cream Social

Thursday, June 7, 5:30–7:30 PM
Don’t miss the end-of-year fun  

with family and friends!  
Details about tickets to come.
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Student Art Shows in Boxborough and Acton 
Congratulations to Julia Lee, Haisam Bashir, Elliot 
Dawson, Ana Lededboer-Cid and Mattheus Silva!  
Artwork they created in Sloyd class is now on display 
at the Sargent Memorial Library in Boxborough in the 
meeting room through June 7. This is the fourth year that 
a representative selection of artworks created by stu-
dents in the Acton Public and AB Regional Schools has 
been exhibited at the Boxborough Library. Make sure 
to stop by and admire all the great work. Before you go, 
please call 978-263-4680 to make sure the room is open.

And, another congratulations to Natalie Ward, Srikar 
Bhuvan and Zhmonyal Yusufzai! “Students Make Their 
Mark”, an exhibit of visual work by students in the Acton 
Public and AB Regional Schools is on view at the Acton 
Senior Center through May 31. This engaging exhibit 
features artwork in a variety of media created by elemen-
tary, junior high, and high school students.  Everyone is 
invited to the reception at the Senior Center on Friday, 
May 4, from 3–4:45 PM. Senior Center gallery hours are 
Monday–Friday 8 AM–5 PM.

Notice to 6th Grade Parents/Guardians
Before the sixth grade students’ files go to the junior high 
school, Principal David Krane will go through and purge 
them of extraneous papers. These papers are destroyed 
unless parents would like to have them. For some stu-
dents, there will not be any extraneous papers.

If you would like to have the papers from your child’s 
file, please notify the office in writing by the last day of 
school, June 15. The school office will let you know when 
you can come in to pick up the papers.

Grade K–5: Not at McT Next Year? 
from the office 

Are you moving out of Acton this summer? Is your child 
going to a different school next year? You should com-
plete a “Release of Records” form as soon as possible. 
The school office is open for limited hours during the 
summer, so call ahead to make sure someone will be 
available, 978-264-3377. Since the Health Office is closed, 
health records will not be available during the summer. 

What are ticks?
Ticks are bugs that feed on the blood of mammals, 
birds, and reptiles. Deer ticks and dog ticks are found 
throughout Massachusetts and may spread different 
disease-causing germs when they bite. Ticks are gener-
ally found in grassy, brushy, or wooded areas. Ticks do 
not fly or jump. They attach to animals or people that 
come into direct contact with them.

Deer ticks: Both nymph (young) and adult deer ticks 
will bite humans. The highest risk of being bitten by 
a deer tick occurs throughout the spring, summer and 
fall seasons. However, adult deer ticks can also be out 
searching for a host any time winter temperatures are 
above freezing. Deer tick nymphs are the size of a poppy 
seed and deer tick adults are the size of a sesame seed.

Dog ticks: In general, only the adult dog tick will bite 
humans. The highest risk of being bitten by a dog tick 
occurs during the spring and summer seasons. Adult 
dog ticks are about the size of a watermelon seed.

What should I do if I find a tick on myself or my child?
The tick should be carefully removed as soon as possible 
The longer an infected tick remains attached to a person 
or animal, the higher the likelihood of disease transmis-
sion. Use fine point tweezers to grip the mouthparts of 
the tick as close to the skin as possible. The tick should 
not be squeezed or twisted, but pulled straight outward 
with steady, gentle pressure. You should not apply kero-
sene, petroleum jelly, nail polish, or a hot match tip to 
remove the tick; these measures are not effective and 
may result in injury. Notify your health care provider if 

you have been bitten by a deer tick, or if you develop a 
rash or other flu-like symptoms following a tick bite.

How can I protect my family from tick bites?
The most important thing you can do is check yourself 
for ticks once a day. Favorite places ticks like to go on the 
body include areas between the toes, back of the knees, 
groin, armpits, neck, along the hairline, and behind the 
ears. Remember to check children and pets, too. 

• Remove any attached tick as soon as possible.

• Use repellents that contain DEET on exposed skin 
and those that contain permethrin on clothing. 
Be sure to read product labels to ensure safe and 
proper usage.

• Stick to main pathways and the  
center of trails when hiking.

• Wear long-sleeved, light colored  
shirts and long pants tucked into 
socks. This will keep ticks away 
from your skin and make it easier to 
spot a tick on your clothing.

• Talk to your veterinarian about the best  
ways to protect your pets from ticks.

• There is currently no human vaccine available to 
protect against Lyme disease or any other tick-
borne disease found in Massachusetts.

Further detailed information can be found online at 
www.mass.gov/dph and www.cdc.gov.

(Summarized by the APS/ABRHS Nurses, 4/2008)

It’s Tick Season—Here’s What You Need to Know


