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   Life moves pretty fast. If you don't stop and look around once in a while, 
you could miss it.

We hope you'll slow down to join us at the  
McT School Auction tomorrow!
A Night with John Hughes
Devens Commons Center
April 7, 5:30-10:30 PM
https://mct.schoolauction.net/2018

Springing into April
by David Krane, McT Principal

I write this as I look outside and see not an 
early spring day, but one that seems more 
like late winter. To experience seven snow 
days is to really feel the impact of winter 
because it has the effect, imagined or not, 
of extending the winter season, not just 
extending school. But the days are 
warming up, however slowly, and I hear 
the doves in the morning now, and that’s 
always a positive sign. Even if this winter 
appears to never be coming to an end, we 
all know that the arrival of spring is 
inevitable, even as it gets delayed…

Placement conversation is happening now 
and I thought I’d repeat what was said last 
year at this time. As always, our goal is to 
make the best possible placements for our 
students. We believe that the best way to 
do this is to create heterogeneous and 
balanced classes. Creating these groupings 
for each grade level is a complex process. 
Our entire professional staff spends a great 
deal of time carefully weighing each 
student’s academic, social, and emotional 
needs as well as more individual issues 
such as those regarding particular peer 
relationships, neighborhood situations, or 
sibling experiences. The sending and 
receiving teachers and the special 
education specialists meet as a team to 
create three balanced classes. The last part 
of the process is to assign a teacher to each
of the classes that has been created. That is 
something that I do, late in the summer, 
after the spate of new families moving in 

and some current families moving out has 
ended. It is a numbers game, too, as we 
seek relative balance in this arena. Each 
teacher brings a unique style to the 
classroom, thus ensuring a variety of 
teaching strategies within the framework of
the curriculum and the philosophy of the 
school. But in recent years a number of 
parents have chosen to write letters 
requesting their child be placed or not 
placed in a specific teacher’s room or with 
or not with particular children. We cannot 
honor these requests. Families should also 
be aware that your letters are always 
shown to the teachers at both the sending 
and receiving grade levels. In today’s 
world, it is important that our students 
learn to relate to many different people. We
hope that you will support your child as 
they discover how to work, and work well, 
with a broad range of students, adults and 
teaching styles. We believe that this is an 
important part of your child’s education. If 
you do choose to write me a letter, please 
do so by Monday, April 23, right after the 
break week.

Don’t forget that the Auction is this 
Saturday, April 7! Hope to see you there! 

The next time this Bulletin comes out, 
there will flowers blooming, and the air 
will be warm and filled with the sound of 
the peepers! Spring always does arrive, 
even if it feels unlikely right now…

Mark Your Calendar 
Early dismissal every
Thursday  12:20 PM

April

English Language Arts 
Comprehension MCAS

April 2-4: Grades 3 & 4
April 9-11: Grades 5 & 6

7, Friday
McT Auction, 5:30 PM

9, Monday
PTSO Meeting, 7 PM

16-20
No School, Spring Recess

May

Math MCAS
   May 8-9: Grades 3 & 4
   May 15-16: Grades 5 & 6

Science, Technology & 
Engineering MCAS

May 21-22: Grade 5 only

4, Friday
McT Tag Sale Drop-Off
4-8 PM

5, Saturday
McT Tag Sale, 
8 AM – 12 PM

15, Tuesday
PTSO Meeting, 7 PM

24, Thursday 
Spring Choral Concert, 
7 PM

28, Monday
No School, Memorial Day

- David

https://mct.schoolauction.net/2018


International Night 2018
by Deepika Prakash

On March 24th, more than 300 people came together on a chilly spring
evening to celebrate diversity and cultures from around the world, right
here in our town. I am talking about the International Night. A
completely volunteer-run event, where we learn about different
countries, get a stamp on our passport, and taste foods from around the
world. This year was our biggest ever! We had booths in the Global
Village representing over 18 different countries! What a treat. If you
were there, you know what I am talking about, right?

Parents and kids started pouring in, right on time at 5:00 PM.  After
registering, the kids got their passports at the Passport Office and
proceeded to explore the global village. We opened up the whole gym
this year with all the country booths around the perimeter of the hall,
giving kids plenty of room to run around and make new friends.

Our optional theme this year was Fashion and Textiles. We were blown
away by the creativity of all these booths. From country flags, to
beautiful dresses, to creating paper fashions and printmaking, the kids
had a lot of activities to choose from.

Here at McT, we love project-based learning, and this event was just an extension of that philosophy. My daughter learned 
all about cocoa and chocolate at the Colombia booth and is now eager to try chocolates from every country.

We also had a special Martial Arts Demonstration by the 
teachers and students of CMA – Chinese Martial Arts, Acton. 
Thank you! Some of our own kids joined in as well.

I could try to explain all the booths in detail but I’ll let the 
pictures do the talking for now. My apologies for not being 
able to capture all the booths. It was a busy night!

We opened the Cafetorium at around 6:00 for our Global 
Potluck where the attendees got to try many different foods. 
Never before have I had the pleasure of sampling so many 
dishes in one room lovingly prepared by the parents. To all 
those who participated in the potluck, many thanks. I love to 
cook many different cuisines, and this year I have added the 
Russian Buckwheat pilaf to my list. Thank you, Olga! Thanks 
also to the many sponsors we had this year who donated 
several dishes for the potluck.

And now, hold your breath for the stars of our event – the 
KIDS! We started off the evening with a Fashion show in our Global Runway followed by dance and music performances 
from kids. How awesome was it? Well, you just had to be there. And if you missed it, be sure to participate next year. 

I will share with you a quote from a McT parent which captures the spirit of this event beautifully:

“Thank you all for your hard work in organizing this. The scale was really impressive. It was my first year participating and
I was blown away. What a wonderful experience for all involved and what deeply meaningful lessons we're teaching our 
kids about the great wide world we live in! I loved that it was multi-cultural, inter-generational, and that it was on a 
Saturday when it's easier for working parents to prepare for and attend the event. It sparked amazing conversations at the 
event, but also in preparation at my home with my family. “ - Catherine Conway
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International Night 2018, continued 

Countries Represented in the Global Village
Brazil ~ Colombia ~ Egypt ~ France ~ Germany ~ Haiti ~ India ~ Ireland ~ Italy ~
Lebanon ~ Lithuania ~ Mexico ~ Netherlands ~ Russia ~ Serbia ~ South Africa ~
South Korea ~ Sri Lanka

International Night 2019
International night will be back next year in early spring. Be sure to sign up early
and join in the fun. We are always short on volunteers so your help can really 
make a difference.

Thank yous
International Night is a joint event between McT and Merriam Elementary Schools. We are thankful for all the support from
volunteers from both the elementary and high schools. 

A big shout out to these local businesses and restaurants who donated their time, services, or dishes to our potluck:
AP Pizzeria ~ Benjarong ~ Bueno Y Sano ~ Chinese Martial Arts (CMA) ~ Indo American Convenience Store ~
Roche Brothers ~ Shiva’s Super Bazaar ~ 

Planning Committee
Gwen Gulick ~ William Newsham ~ Deepika Prakash ~ Amy Yadav

McT PTSO Update 
by Judy Bourdon, PTSO chair 

We have several great events and our monthly PTSO open forum meetings scheduled this spring. Events this month include:

• Auction – Saturday, April 7 from 5:30 - 10 PM.

• PTSO Meeting and Open Forum –Monday, April 9 at 7 PM in the Parker Damon Library. 
Note: The change of meeting to Monday night is only for April.

We are in the process of changing the format of our monthly PTSO Meeting, and we'd like input from McT families.  The 
monthly meetings will be an open forum, focusing on future PTSO goals and the identity of McT. As always, we'll also 
have a chance to hear updates from our principal David Krane. Please come join the discussion! All are welcome.

We had some wonderful events in March:

• Book Swap was a free event and many books were selected and taken home. Thanks to those who donated books, 
the volunteers who collected and sorted books, and to the families who attended.

• International Night was a joint McT and Merriam event, and was a fun and interesting evening for kids and parents
alike. 

Other upcoming events include the Tag Sale on May 5th and Family Field Day in June.

Thank you to all who support McT and the PTSO through attending events or participating in the
fundraising. 

Volunteers are always welcome for the McT PTSO! We are looking for a few volunteers for specific
roles.

Visit http://mctptso.org/ to get an overview of our plans for the year, as well as specific events on
our calendar.  Contact the PTSO chair Judy Bourdon at judyandroland@gmail.com.
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Flocking for 6th Graders

Attention 6th grade families! This is a reminder to send 
your pink flocking forms in to the McT
office if you want to place a flocking order.
Flocking starts the week after Spring Break
and requires a fair amount of coordination.
It's helpful for our scheduling purposes to
have the forms sooner rather than later. 

We're sending order confirmation emails.  If
you sent in a form and don't get a
confirmation, please contact Michele Abroff  and Sarah 
McBride at mctflocking2018@gmail.com.

Playground Balls Needed
The school office is in need of new or used playground 
balls for recess.  Any donations would be greatly 
appreciated.

McT Tag Sale May 5
The McT Tag Sale is just around the corner! Please save 
your gently used clothing, toys, household items, and more 
to donate to our school-wide Tag Sale coming Saturday, 
May 5. Drop off your donations Friday, May 4 after 
school and into the evening. Save those donations, and 
come ready to shop May 5! Spread the word, share our FB 
event, and invite your friends!

Up for helping with this fun and important school 
fundraiser? Be ready for some fun with our tag sale set-up 
team fiesta on May 4, with Cinco de Mayo festivity 
continuing the next morning! Contact Erika Hanley-Onken 
at erika.hanleyonken@gmail.com or Becky Manseau 
Barnett at becky@highrock.org for more information or to 
volunteer for the sale. 

Lost and Found 

Spring has not quite sprung...but we sure are hopeful! This 
oscillating weather tends to pile up items in the Lost and 

Found. It’s cold when the students get 
on the bus in the mornings, but warm 
upon their return...and jackets are 
coming off at recess. Please remind 
your child to check Lost and Found 
before Spring Break for any fleeces, 
jackets, and sweatshirts. All 

unclaimed items will be laundered and donated after break. 

McT Mileage Club 
Beginning April 27

It's time to make your plans for the McT Mileage Club. 
We'll begin our laps Friday, April 27. Never heard of the 
McT Mileage Club? Read on!

The McT Mileage Club is a morning exercise program for 
McT students, parents, and staff. The group is heading into 
its twelfth session and is led by Chris Hanlon, McT parent, 
and a dedicated group of parent volunteers. McT Milers log
laps by running, jogging, walking, skipping, and/or 
strolling on a course on a back playground. They use a 
chart to track their mileage and receive a foot token at 
certain distances. This is a free program that operates on a 
drop-in basis. Come as often as you can! 

When: Friday mornings, 7:40 – 8:05 AM, April 27 until the
end of the school year. 

Where: Back playground, Parker Damon Building

What to bring: Shoes comfortable for activity, and a great 
attitude. A bottle of water is a good idea, and maybe a small
snack for the walk to class. 

How do I get involved: Parents need to complete a form 
for each child participating in McT Mileage Club. Forms 
are available in the office and at the Mileage Club 
meetings. We rely on help from parent volunteers, so if you
are available and want to join the fun, you can volunteer as 
often as you like (weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, only when 
the weather is nice!). Contact Chris Hanlon at 
hanlonchristopher@hotmail.com to volunteer or join our 
mailing list.

Remaining Spring 2017 MCAS Dates

Students in grades 3 through 6 will continue to take MCAS 
tests this spring. Testing begins at the start of the school 
day. If they arrive after their class begins the test, they will 
not be able to take the test. The schedule is as follows: 

English Language Arts Comprehension
Grades 5 and 6: April 9, 10 and 11

Math
Grades 3 and 4: May 8 and 9
Grades 5 and 6: May 15 and 16

Science, Technology & Engineering
Grade 5 ONLY: May 21 and 22
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Calling All Singers!
Introducing the McT Adult Chorus

On Thursday, May 24 at 7 PM, the 4th, 5th, and 6th grade 
choruses will be performing their annual spring concert. We
would like to augment this concert with the McT Adult 
Chorus, the McCarthy-Tones. We'll perform one piece of 
fun music to share with the students and audience at this 
concert. We invite any adult connected with McT to join us 
– parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, alumnae, neighbors! 
We'll be rehearsing on Monday, May 14 at 3:15 PM and 
Wednesday, May 16 at 7 PM. We ask that you attend one 
rehearsal to prepare for this event.

For more information or to sign up,  please contact Jillian 

Falvo at jfalvo@abschools.org    and/or Carol 

Chytil at  cchytil@abschools.org  . We hope to 
see you there!

McT Family Field Day

Join us on Thursday, June 7 from 5:30–7:30 PM for the 
annual McT Family Field Day. Be a part of the McT 
community of adults, kids, and staff members as we play 
traditional and silly field games. There will be pizza and 
Kimball’s ice cream for sale at the event.

For more information or to volunteer at the event, please 
contact virginia.tawa@gmail.com.

CORI Forms for Parent Volunteers 

CORIs are valid for 3 years. Because of the size of our 
district, all CORIs are renewed on a 3-year calendar basis, 
as opposed to a rolling basis (three years from the date you
were CORIed). We have begun accepting CORIs for 
volunteering in the school for this new 3-year CORI cycle, 
1/1/18-12/31/20. 

All parent volunteers need to be CORIed by the beginning 
of next school year, 9/1/18. If you find yourself in our 
school and you will have a child here in September, it 
would be beneficial to complete the CORI at that time. As 
a reminder, you only need to be CORIed once for the 
entire district, not for each school in which you have 
children attending. 

If you have any questions, please contact Christine Hanley 
at chanley@abschools.org.

6th Grade Celebration
June 26

Save the date for the 6th grade
celebration!  

Tuesday June 26 from 7-9 PM

Breakfast is Available

Breakfast is available to McT and Merriam students from 
8:05–8:20 AM every morning except Thursdays. Options 
include blueberry muffin, whole wheat bagel with cream 
cheese, or Multigrain Cheerios. Fruit or milk is included 
with breakfast. The cost for breakfast is $1.75. (If you are 
eligible for free lunch you are also eligible for free 
breakfast. If you are eligible for a reduced lunch you are 
eligible for reduced breakfast at $.30.) 

Grade K-5: Not at McT Next Year?

Are you moving out of Acton this summer, or is your child 
going to a different school next year? Please complete a 
“Release of Records” form as soon as possible. 

If you need to complete the form over the summer, note 
that the school office is open for limited hours, so call 
ahead to make sure someone will be available, 978-264-
3377. Since the Health Office is closed in the summer, 
health records will not be available. 

Update Contact Information

Attention all parents/guardians… Have you changed jobs? 
Phone numbers? Moved? Switched your pediatrician? Have
a new emergency contact?  Please update Powerschool at 
any time during the school year.

Visit https://absis.ab.mec.edu/public   and log in to update 
your information. Thank you! 
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