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Slip Sliding into February
by David Krane, McT Principal

New England weather is often a 
study in contrasts. Looking out of my 

office window after a morning recess, I see
coats and mittens scattered all over the 

front circle, reminiscent of late fall 
behaviors. Fifty-degree temperatures at the

end of January can certainly be distracting,
but we will not be fooled. We’ve had three 

snow days already and we are just 
beginning to look into February.

One bit of housekeeping that I feel
compelled to bring up on an annual basis 

as we approach February break:  This is a 
time of year when some families will take 

“unofficial” family vacations. I cannot 
emphasize enough how important every 

minute of every day is at school. Teachers 
work hard to prepare instruction that is 

sequential. Missing substantial chunks of 
school time due to these “unofficial” 

family vacations sends the wrong message 
to students and, it’s important to add, to 

teachers, too. Children deserve to be part 
of every classroom endeavor, and it puts 

kids at a disadvantage by being 
deliberately out of school for reasons of 

vacation. Please try and keep this in mind 
as you make family plans.

We have begun our Kindergarten 
tours and, unlike past years, we don’t 

anticipate a constant scheduling and 
rescheduling due to snow related 

cancellations… at least that is the hope. We
have already had two tours and they’ve 

been great. Our Kindergarten Night will 
have already happened by the time that you

read this, but I have every confidence that 
it was a successful evening! Our Student 

Council is so proud of our school and they 

are delighted to show it off. Our tours have
been packed this year, with attendance 

higher than in past years. Although there 
are many factors that may contribute to 

this, it is true that our tour numbers have 
been increasing over the years. We have a 

remarkable staff and we are doing 
innovative things here at McT, in the 

classrooms, as artists, musicians, and 
writers. I am not at all surprised that 

increasing numbers of prospective parents 
are taking notice of what we do for 

children, both academically and socially. 
I’m not surprised, but I am certainly very 

proud of our faculty and staff, our 
incredibly supportive parent community, 

and, of course, all of our students.
This will be my ninth year to lead 

our Kindergarten Evening, and each year it
becomes more of a pleasure. As I said, 

there is a lot to be proud of at our school 
and it is fun to have so many faculty 

members, parents, and Student Council 
members, all be a part of showing off who 

we are as a school. We can talk about how 
our community is indeed a large part of 

raising a responsible child, one who is 
invested in her learning. When the Student 

Council members can articulate so clearly 
what it is they do in their classrooms and 

how it helps them grow, socially and 
academically, then we know we have 

achieved some measure of success. In the 
end, it is the children who will tell us if we 

have succeeded in our efforts. Hearing 
those students speak to our visitors, I 

believe we are doing all the right things. 
(cont pg 2)

Mark Your Calendar 
Early dismissal every
Thursday  12:20 PM

February

5, Monday
PTSO Meeting, 7 PM

9, Friday
Scrip Orders Due

16, Friday
Box Tops Due

19, Monday – 23, Friday
Winter Recess

March

20, Tuesday
PTSO Meeting, 7 PM

24, Saturday
International Night

30, Friday
No School, Good Friday

Arts Supplies
Needed

Please save paper egg
cartons to donate to the art

studio.  They are great
palettes for tempera paint!

McT on Facebook
Join the McT Facebook

page!  Search “McCarthy-
Towne School” or visit

www.facebook.com/groups/
1404961776417219/.  

- Auction update and contest
- McT student art displays
- PTSO update
- Scrip

- International Night 
- MCAS information
- McT Tag Sale
- And more!

LOOK INSIDE FOR 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/1404961776417219/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/1404961776417219/


(Slip Sliding into February, cont from pg 1)

The tours are a chance for people to visit and see all of this 
in action.  The teaching in the classrooms, the hard work 

displayed on the walls and the interactions between kids 
and their teachers and all the other adults in our school all 

are terrific examples of who we are as a school. Thank you 
so much to Tracey Smith, our Parent Involvement 

Coordinator, Christine Hanley, our Office Administrator, 
and to Maryanne Talpey, our Chief Financial Officer, our 

parent touring volunteers, and to the teachers who have all 
been part of the process of showing off our school! The 

feedback from visitors has been hugely positive.
I enjoy my role in bringing up the points of pride 

about McT during these tour days. Prominent among these 

is the way that we look at process in learning. Children 

bring very individual learning styles to school and teaching 
children that their learning is an individualized process of 

guided discovery is part of what we do here at McT. 
Knowing that learning is a process can help to remove 

some of the anxiety that kids may bring to the classroom. 
Using the visual arts in the classroom is just one way to 

illustrate and demonstrate that process. Process displayed in
various forms on the walls of our school as we guide 

curious visitors through the school is one of the biggest 
points of pride here.

Here’s to the next wonderful half of the school 
year!

- David

Cultural and Performing Arts Committee Update
The Cultural and Performing Arts Committee (CPAC) is 
pleased to announce that we received a grant from the 
Acton-Boxborough Cultural Council (ABCC) for illusionist
Leland Faulkner’s all-school assembly, “Visions of Peace”. 
McCarthy-Towne received $300 to defray the cost of Mr. 
Faulkner’s performance. We would like to thank ABCC for 
this generous grant, which allows us to stretch our parent 
donations further. The ABCC is a local agency which is 
supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state 
agency.

On January 18th , Leland Faulkner used illusions and 
dramatizations to demonstrate how all cultures have the 
common ability to learn from one another. His performance
showed how silly and pointless some problems can be, such
as arguing with your own echo. The students were amazed 
to see food and water appear almost endlessly as he told the
tale of a conflict-free place where no one goes hungry. Mr.
Faulkner ended his performance with the story of Sadako, a
young girl victimized by the nuclear explosion at 
Hiroshima. Sadako’s efforts to fold 1,000 paper cranes 
inspires people to this day, worldwide, to fold cranes as a 
symbol for peace on Earth. Origami cranes suddenly 
appeared all over the stage until the last crane evolved into 
a special surprise! In closing, students were reminded that 
peace is a choice, and children can help to achieve it 

through their own words and actions.

Upcoming CPAC Show: Voci Angelica Trio

On Thursday, February 15th, CPAC will welcome the Voci 
Angelica Trio to our school. We are once again thankful to 
the ABCC for the gift of a generous $400 grant for this 
performance! The Voci Angelica Trio will perform 
“Passages: Exploring the Migration of Music.” “Passages” 
is an interactive educational performance of world folk 
music from 9 countries and 6 continents. Using dialogue, 
colorful maps, and songs, Voci Angelica Trio traces the 
migration of early humans across the globe using the cello, 
djembe, claves, cuatro, maracas, shell shakes, tambourine 
stick, finger cymbals, doumbek and, of course, their voices.
Audiences become part of the experience by answering 
questions about geography in a game show format and 
participating in songs.

We are truly fortunate for the ability to host all-school 
assemblies, where every McT student benefits from these 
cultural enrichment programs. CPAC sincerely thanks the 
generous McT parents who continue to make our programs 
possible! If you have any questions about CPAC, please 
contact either Laura Kelly at ljhkelly@gmail.com or Sandra

Hinds at sarohinds@verizon.com.    

Donelan’s Register Receipts
You can turn in your Donelan's' receipts to earn free 
educational supplies for McT. Send in receipts with your 
child or drop them in the collection box in the office. 
Receipts dated through March 31, 2018 are eligible. 

Student Absences
If  your  child  will  be  late  to  or  absent  from  school,
remember to call the  McCarthy-Towne Safe Arrival line
at (978)264-4098 any time, day or night. Leave a message
with your child’s name, their teacher’s name, the date of the
absence or late arrival, and the reason. 
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McT Auction 2018!
A Night With John Hughes

Many of our auction committees are now in full
swing and gearing up for a really fun night. If you’re

planning to attend the auction (and we REALLY
hope that you are!) it's never too early to book that

babysitter! 

When: Saturday, April 7 from 5:30–10:30 PM 
Where: Devens Common Center in Devens, MA 

 (a short 20 minute drive, straight out on Rt. 2) 
Tickets: Look for ticket order forms to come home

in backpacks at the end of February

Volunteers! 
We are looking for volunteers to sell raffle tickets outside of Donelan’s during the following times: 

February 10 and 11, 10 AM-Noon
March 10 and 11, 10 AM-Noon

If available to help, please contact Julia Epperson at juliasepperson@gmail.com

We can always use more volunteers for other auction activities.  
Please email Cura at cmpfeff@comcast.net and Alyssa at lyssanr@yahoo.com 

This Month’s Auction Contest! 

We will be selecting TWO winners this month! The winners will be announced in next month’s Bulletin.

We’ve had a couple of trivia questions, but this month we’re putting a different spin on the contest! Time to 
channel your inner mixologist for a chance to win a free drink ticket. At the auction we'll feature two specialty 
“themed” cocktails for purchase at the bar. Ideally, the name of the drink should tie into the school in some way 
and  into the theme of the auction. Our theme this year  is “A Night with John Hughes”— the writer/director 
known for films like The Breakfast Club, Pretty in Pink, Ferris Bueller’s Day Off and National Lampoon’s 
Vacation. For this contest we will be selecting the two best cocktails to feature at the auction. 

Email Cura at cmpfeff@comcast.net and Alyssa at lyssanr@yahoo.com with your drink ideas before February 
18.  You may submit multiple entries. 

Each drink submission should include the following: 

1. Name of the drink 

2. List of the key ingredients 
You don’t have to actually create the recipe—just a list of ingredients you think will work well together.

The winning drinks will be available for purchase the night of the auction!
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McCarthy-Towne and Merriam International Night
March 24, 2008  5:00-7:30 PM

Parker Damon Building

Celebrate the Cultural DIVERSITY of our schools!
Come join an evening of learning, fun and community.

This year's theme is THE GLOBAL RUNWAY.
We'll celebrate unique fashions and traditional dress from around

the world. 

And back by popular demand, we'll end the event with a 
community Dance Jam!

All Merriam and McT families are welcome and encouraged to participate! 

       Box Tops for Education
Great Job, McT! This fall we earned almost $500 from Box
Tops for Education®. We are well on our way to reaching 
our goal! Remember, the classroom that brings in the most 
Box Tops from September through May will win a class 
party! 

Our next Box Tops collection is due on Friday, February 
16th (before vacation). Just clip Box Tops off the product 
package and send them in a Ziploc bag or envelope. Please 
label your child’s collection with their name and teacher’s 
name. Send them to school with your child or drop them off
in the large collection box just inside the main office. 
Around town, you can drop Box Tops in the yellow box 
labeled “McCarthy-Towne Box Tops” at Roche Bros. 
Remember that Box Tops expire so send them in as you get 
them so we can submit them before they expire. Visit 
www.btfe.com for a list of participating products. If you 
have any questions about the Box Tops program, please 
contact Julie Weir, at julieweir2@gmail.com. Happy 
Clipping!

March is National Youth Art Month
McCarthy-Towne is celebrating the arts by participating in 

the following student art exhibits:

• Mass Art Education Association, Building 
Community Through Art, State

• Transportation Building in Boston, Feb. 5-March 27, 

with a family celebration Sunday, March 4, 12-4 PM.

• AB Celebrates Youth Art Month at the Sargent 
Memorial Library in Boxborough, March 6-April 4. 

Reception Thursday, March 8, 4-5:30 PM .

• Worcester Art Museum, March 8-March 31, in the 

Higgins Education Wing of the Worcester Art 
Museum. Family Celebration, Sunday, March 11, 

2:30-2:30 PM
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Global Village
Explore crafts, games and activities from around 
the world, and collect stamps for your passport.

International Potluck
Share and sample dishes from around the 

world.

Global Runway
Show off your favorite international 

dress by joining a fun fashion parade.

Student Performances
Enjoy dance and musical performances by 
McCarthy-Towne and Merriam students.

Volunteers needed!
Have a tradition, history or craft you'd like to share? 

Please consider hosting a country table 
in the Global Village, or registering for another event. 

Contact Dee, at deepika@patternreview.com,
to volunteer or register for the events.

Admission
$5/person or $15/family

Cash or check only

This is a family event. 
Students should be supervised at all times.
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McT PTSO Update 
by Judy Bourdon, PTSO chair

We are in the process of changing up the format of our 
monthly PTSO Meetings. 

We'd appreciate input from McT families, so the monthly 
meetings will focus on:

• Open Forum Discussions of Future PTSO Goals 
• Identity of McCarthy-Towne

The next monthly PTSO meeting and Open Forum will be 
on this coming Monday February 5, 2018 at 7:00 PM in 
the Parker Damon Library. We'll hear updates from our 
principal David Krane, and have an open forum to discuss 
the future of McT. 

All are welcome and encouraged to attend!

Thank you to all who support McT and the PTSO through 
attending events, or participating in the fundraising.

Upcoming events in 2018 include: 
• International Night
• McT Auction
• Yard Sale
• Family Field Day

Stay updated by checking the monthly Bulletin and weekly 
Howler for the meetings, events and
activities throughout the year.

Volunteers are always welcome for the McCarthy
PTSO! 

We are looking for a few volunteers for
specific roles. If you have any interest in helping plan a Fun
Run fundraiser, please contact me.

Visit http://mctptso.org/ to get an overview of our plans for 
the year, as well as specific events on our
calendar. 

If you have any thoughts or questions about PTSO 
happenings, please contact the PTSO chair Judy
Bourdon, at judyandroland@gmail.com.

McT Tag Sale “Save the Date”

Early spring cleaning? Please save your gently used 
clothing, toys, household items, and more to donate to our 
upcoming school-wide Tag Sale coming Saturday, April 
28. Donations will be collected Friday, April 27 after 
school and into the evening!

Volunteers needed!  Up for helping with this fun and 
important school fundraiser? Contact Erika Hanley-Onken 
at erika.hanleyonken@gmail.com or Becky Manseau 
Barnett at becky@highrock.org to learn more or to 
volunteer for the sale.

Scrip Orders

Thank you to all the families that ordered Scrip cards in the
month of January. The Scrip Program continues to be a 
great way to help the school raise money without having to 
“buy” anything in addition to your usual purchases, so we 
will continue to offer the Scrip Program on a monthly basis 
until the end of the school year. 

Are you planning on going away in February and/or April? 
Please keep Scrip in mind as you plan your vacations. Scrip
offers a great selection of hotels, airlines, car rentals and 
restaurants.

Please note that the early deadline this month. Orders are 
Due Friday, Feb. 9th at 2:50 pm. For questions about the 
program, contact Pam Hippensteele at 
phippensteele@gmail.com. 

Spring 2017 MCAS Dates

Students in grades 3, 4, 5, and 6 will be taking MCAS tests 
this spring. Please avoid scheduling trips and appointments 
during the MCAS testing periods. Testing begins at the start
of the school day, so students should avoid late arrival to 
school. If they arrive after their class begins the test, they 
will not be able to take the test that day. The schedule is as 
follows: 

English Language Arts Comprehension
• Grades 3 and 4: April 2, 3, and 4
• Grades 5 and 6: April 9, 10, and 11

Math
• Grades 3 and 4: May 8 and 9
• Grades 5 and 6: May 15 and 16

Science, Technology & Engineering
• Grade 5 ONLY: May 21 and 22
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McT School SpirtWear Sale

In January, the PTSO sent home an order form for a variety 
of items with the custom printed or embroidered McT logo.
Items include t-shirts, water
bottles, sweatshirts, hats,
bags, blankets, and more! 

You can order SpiritWear for
students and adults!

SpiritWear orders are due 
Friday, February 9. 

Please contact Lisa 
Thermidor at 
lthermidor@verizon.net with
any questions or for an additional order form. 

Winter Clothing Reminder

Please make sure that your children are dressed 
appropriately for outdoor activity; our students will 
continue to go outside for recess unless it is extremely cold 
or raining. Coats, hats, mittens, and boots are a must when 
the weather is cold.  Don’t forget snow pants when there is 
snow on the ground. 

Dressing appropriately for the winter temperatures
will keep children not only warm and 
comfortable, but healthy as well.

10 Steps to Keep Ahead of Head Lice

1. Watch for signs of head lice, such as frequent head scratching, flaky or irritated scalp, scabs, or the presence of 
nits. Anyone can get lice, mainly from direct head-to-head contact or possibly by sharing hats, brushes, beds, 
pillows, towels, etc.

2. Check all household members and close contacts for lice and nits (lice eggs) at least once a week.

3. Be sure not to confuse nits with hair debris (i.e., dandruff, hair spray droplets, or hair casts). Nits are yellowish-
white, oval-shaped, and are attached at an angle to the side of the hair shaft.

4. Consult a pharmacist, physician, or school nurse before applying pesticides or other lice treatments. If anyone to be
treated is pregnant or nursing, has allergies, asthma, or has nits in the eyebrows or lashes, contact your physician. 
Never use a pesticide or lice treatment on or near the eyes.

5. Consider all of your treatment options. Remember, lice-killing products are pesticides and must be used with 
caution. If you choose alternative methods, they may not have been studied thoroughly enough to determine long;-
term outcomes. The most effective and safe alternative is manual removal by combing.

6. Remove all nits. Separate hair sections and remove nits with a lice comb, baby-safe scissors, or your fingernails.

7. For lice treatment, follow package directions carefully. Use the products over the sink, not in the tub!

8. Wash bedding and all recently worn clothing in hot water and dry in high heat for at least 30 minutes. Combs and 
brushes should be soaked in hot water (not boiling) for 10 minutes.

9. Avoid lice sprays! Vacuuming is the safest and best way to remove lice or fallen hairs with attached nits from 
furniture, rugs, stuffed animals, and car seats.

10. Notify your child’s school, camp, child-care provider, play partners, and neighborhood parents. Check for lice on a 
regular basis.

Thank You!
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