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January is Looking Forward
by David Krane, McT Principal

Happy New Year! I write this as the thermometer indicates five degrees, which is 
not okay this early into our winter. We began the holiday break a week ago with cold, 

rainy conditions, and it does not feel to be much of an improvement. And even though the 
temperatures are considerably more moderate than last year, I am still waiting for the other

snowy, wintry shoe to drop! At our house though, this is also the time of year when our 
two girls are around, glad to spend some time catching up and reconnecting. It’s good to 

spend some time inside…!
January is also a time to think about the upcoming year, especially as we begin to

get ready to put our school on display. School communities use the past as a reference and 
as a preparation for what’s next. Here at McCarthy-Towne, we are getting ready to present

ourselves to the community at large as we prepare for the upcoming Kindergarten evening
and the tours. (Our Kindergarten presentation will be the evening of Tuesday, January 30).

School choice, a special component of public education here in Acton, compels all of us to
stay mindful of our school mission and of our unique way of working with the children 

and families who choose our school. Preparing for the tours encourages us to reflect on 
what has worked so well in the past, and also to consider the changes we might want to 

make in the future to support our mission.
Acton has high expectations for all the schools in town. Each of the six 

elementary schools works very hard, and succeeds in meeting those expectations. Any one
of these six schools would be an excellent choice for incoming Kindergarteners and their 

families. But what we offer here is very different. The integration of the visual arts into 
the curriculum across the grade levels begins in Kindergarten, and becomes a huge part of 

the student learning process as kids grow through the school. Art integration also 
personifies who we are as a school community. Art integration sets the tone for the 

message that our school is an environment that is about risk-taking, cooperation, and 
problem solving. These three qualities are what we strive to have children understand 

about themselves as learners and as members of our larger community. Our school is also 
a place that seeks to have families assume active roles in the school. This is part of what 

makes us unique in Acton and, indeed, in public education.
The pride that the faculty, staff, and children take in being part of McCarthy-

Towne is apparent everywhere one looks. The walls display student work, completed, and 
still in process. Conversations in the classrooms are as lively and engaging as they are in 

the staff room! Families are an active part of the school through the School Council and a 
variety of committees. Active, community, and committed are words that describe our 

school. This is the school we proudly invite prospective families and children to be part of
as they tour the McCarthy-Towne School. 

Here’s to a great year ahead!
- David

Mark Your Calendar 
Early dismissal every
Thursday  12:20 PM

January
9, Tuesday
Family Math Game Night
Sargent Memorial Library
5-8 PM

15, Monday
No School
Martin Luther King Day

16, Tuesday
PTSO Meeting, 7 PM

18, Thursday
Summer Camp Fair,
Parker Damon, 5-8 PM

19, Friday
McT Movie Night, 6-9 PM
Scrip Orders Due

February
5, Monday
PTSO Meeting, 7 PM

19, Monday – 23, Friday
Winter Recess

News and Notes
Check out “News and 
Notes” on the McT School 
website, mct.abschools.org.  

McT on Facebook

Join the McT Facebook 
page!  Search “McCarthy-
Towne School” or visit 
www.facebook.com/groups/
1404961776417219/.  

http://mct.abschools.org/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/1404961776417219/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/1404961776417219/


PTSO Update
by Judy Bourdon, PTSO chair

Happy New Year to All!  

As we enter the new calendar year, we look forward to a number of PTSO events in the next 6 months. 

The events in 2018 include: Movie Night, International Night, Auction, Yard Sale and Family Field Day. We have had a 
good start this school year with our PTSO events and fundraising and hope to continue this in 2018. 

Thank you to all who support McT and the PTSO through attending events, or participating in the fundraising through the 
Fall Catalog, Annual Appeal, or Script orders. Scrip Card order forms will be coming home every month.

We have two PTSO events in January: 

• Movie Night is Friday January 19 from 6-9 PM. One big family movie night in
the cafeteria.  Pizza, popcorn and baked goods will be sold. Stay tuned for more
details!

• PTSO Monthly Meeting is Tuesday January 16  at 7 PM in the Parker Damon
Library. We'll have a chance to hear updates from our principal David Krane.

Stay updated by looking in the monthly Bulletin and weekly Howler for the meetings, events and activities throughout the 
year. Look for updates on a PTSO planning meeting.

The Auction planning is ongoing; keep an eye out for more information coming home in the next few months.

Volunteers are always welcome for the McT PTSO.

Visit www.mctptso.org for an overview of our plans for the year, as well as specific events on our calendar. If you have any 
thoughts or questions about PTSO happenings, please contact the PTSO chair, Judy Bourdon, at judyandroland@gmail.com.

McT Auction Update 

Congratulations to Matt Onken for guessing this year's 2018 Auction Theme: 'A Night with John Hughes'.

Matt, you are the lucky receiver of a drink ticket on your night of shenanigans!  Didn't Win? Not to fret -- there will be 

plenty of chances to earn free drink tickets.

Get ready for the Online Camp Auction, beginning January 16. This year the Camp Auction coincides with the Merriam 

Camp Fair, so you can get all of the info you need to book a great camp deal!

The McT Auction will be held at the Devens Common Center at Springhill Suites on Saturday, April 7. This adults-only 
event is a great way to enjoy a night out, connect with friends, and support our school.

We Need You! If you are interested in helping out with the auction in any way please contact one of our Auction Chairs: 
Cura Pfefferkorn at cmpfeff@comcast.net and Alyssa Robinson at lyssar@yahoo.com. 

Students can help! Fifth and sixth grade students can help support the auction by donating their time and skills as auction 
items. 
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     Travel with Scrip!

Happy New Year! McT received a total of $600 through the
Scrip Program from your amazing support. Thank you for a
wonderful 2017! The Scrip Program will run each month 
until the end of the school year. 

Scrips are NOT just for the Holidays. Shopping with gift 
cards is an easy way to support McT every time you shop. 
Scrip offers a great variety of brands in addition to your 
weekly gas and grocery purchases. From dining and 
entertainment to home improvement and beyond, Scrip has 
all your shopping needs covered! 

As the temperature continues to drop, many of you are 
already planning your escape over February and April 
vacation. Please keep Scrip in mind as you look forward to 
upcoming adventures with your family and friends in 2018.
Scrip offers a great selection of hotels, airlines, car rentals 
and restaurants. Here’s just a few from the long list of 
available merchants:

• Best Western  • Avis Car Rental  • Royal Caribbean 
• Comfort Inn  • Budget Car Rental  • Princess Cruise Lines

• Hilton  • Delta Airlines  • Disney  • Hyatt 

There’s so much more! Take a peek in your child’s 
backpack on Friday, January 5th for the current order form.
Orders are due Friday, January 19th at 2:50 PM. 

Questions? Please contact Pam Hippensteele at 

phippensteele@gmail.com.         

Enrichment

Our next Enrichment session starts the week of January 
22nd. Look for the separate catalog with this week’s flyers.
We’re excited to be offering tennis for ALL grades, Hands 
On Science, Scratch programming, Game of the Week 
(taught by our fabulous Phys Ed teacher, Peter!) and 
Nature’s Nest, a drawing and design class taught by The 
Umbrella Community Arts Center.

Donelan’s Register Receipts
Don't forget you can turn in your Donelan' receipts to earn 
free educational supplies for McT. Send in receipts with 
your child or drop them in the collection box in the office. 
Receipts dated September 1, 2017 through March 31, 2018
are eligible. With the Register Tapes for Education program
at Donelan’s, groceries can help our school!

 

Spring 2017 MCAS Dates

Students in grades 3, 4, 5, and 6 will be taking MCAS tests 
this spring. Please avoid scheduling trips and appointments 
during the MCAS testing periods. Testing begins at the start
of the school day, so students should avoid late arrival to 
school. If they arrive after their class begins the test, they 
will not be able to take the test that day. The schedule is as 
follows: 

English Language Arts Comprehension
• Grades 3 and 4: April 2, 3, and 4
• Grades 5 and 6: April 9, 10, and 11

Math
• Grades 3 and 4: May 8 and 9
• Grades 5 and 6: May 15 and 16

Science, Technology & Engineering
• Grade 5 ONLY: May 21 and 22

Emergency Cards

Please update your emergency contact information in 
Power School any time you have a change to the 
information. We are also noticing many people who have 
listed themselves under “Emergency Contacts.” If you 
think you may have done this, please update your 
information as soon as possible. Emergency contacts 
should be contacts OTHER THAN the parents/primary 
guardians.

McT Tag Sale “Save the Date”

Donations for the annual McT Tag Sale will be collected 
and sorted on Friday, April 27 for the sale on Saturday, 
April 28.  Save your toys, bikes, clothes, sporting 
equipment, books, furniture, and household items for the 
sale. This is a great chance to raise money for our school 
while also helping thousands of items find new homes!

Volunteers needed! If you would like to help out or want 
to learn more, please contact Tag Sale co-chairs Erika 
Hanley-Onken at erika.hanleyonken@gmail.com and 
Becky Manseau Barnett at becky@highrock.org. 

Parent Volunteers

Please remember to sign in at the office and grab a visitor’s 
badge any time you visit McT.
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REMINDERS FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE FOR A HEALTHY WINTER
Students need to get plenty of sleep and physical activity, drink water, and eat good food to help them stay healthy in the

winter and all year.

CDC Recommendations
The CDC recommends that you remind your children to:

➔ COVER THEIR NOSE AND MOUTH with a tissue when they cough or sneeze, and have them throw the tissue 

away after they use it.

➔ WASH THEIR HANDS OFTEN WITH SOAP AND WATER, especially after they cough or sneeze, use the 
bathroom, and before handling food. If water is not near, use an alcohol-based hand cleaner.

➔ NOT TOUCH THEIR EYES, NOSE, OR MOUTH. Germs often spread this way.

Illness

Your child should stay home from school if he or she has a fever, vomits or has diarrhea within the past 12

hours, appears lethargic, or has a persistent cough. If your child is sick and goes to school, you place
others at risk for getting sick as well.

Before returning to school after an illness, your child should be fever-free for 24 hours and have enough

stamina to manage a full day of school activities, including P.E. and recess. If your child is taking an
antibiotic, he or she should remain at home for the first 24 hours. Please notify the health office if your

child tests positive for strep infection.

Medications

All medications should be brought to the health office by a parent. Do not send in medication in your child’s backpack.

Lice

Check your child for lice once a week, and contact the health office if you find lice or nits. The most effective control is 
careful, repeated inspection of the child’s hair and scalp by parents.

Winter Clothing
Please make sure that your children are dressed appropriately for outdoor activity; our students will continue to go outside 

for recess unless it is extremely cold or raining. Coats, hats, mittens, and boots are a must when the weather is cold, and 
don’t forget snow pants when there is snow on the ground. Dressing appropriately for the winter temperatures will keep 

children not only warm and comfortable, but healthy as well.
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