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Free Book Swap Tonight!
Friday, March 2 

6-8 PM
McT Multipurpose Room

Back into the Groove
by David Krane, McT Principal

I write this as we all get ready to start our 
first week back from the February break. I 
am delighted to announce that it certainly 
seems as though winter took a break last 
week, as well! With record-breaking 
temperatures last week it was indeed a 
break from winter at the same time as we 
enjoyed some time off from school. The 
entire school, however, is still recovering 
from various illnesses. Henry, Mike, and 
the second shift crew worked very hard last
week to clean and sanitize the school. 
Elementary schools will always be little 
germ factories, but there are measures that 
we can take to protect all off us. For 
example, if your child is showing 
symptoms of illness, please keep them 
home and have them rest and recover! 
Often, one day home can prevent longer 
absences. As Ben Franklin said, “an ounce 
of prevention is worth a pound of cure”!

March is indeed a busy time of the year for
schools. While busy can be a relative term 
in an elementary school, there is much that 
marks the upcoming month that is different
from past busy-ness: our famous 
McCarthy-Towne Auction is promising to 
bring more glitter and glamour into our 
world, and prospective parent tours are 
finished. Our teachers and our volunteer 
parent community have worked tirelessly 
over the past six weeks to share the many 
unique and wonderful characteristics of our
school. Many people are collaborating in a 
very directed way to share who we are as a
school and who we are as a part of the 
larger community of the ABRSD. In many 
ways, the Auction works in the same way. 
It is about the hard work and effort of an 

entire community working towards a 
common goal and purpose: providing our 
school with additional resources. Students, 
staff and faculty, and, of course, our parent 
community all contribute to the success of 
the Auction, which will be held this year 
on Saturday, April 7. It is a celebration of 
our spirit and of the dedication of all those 
who make up our school community. And 
it’s also fun!

As we have just returned from a school 
vacation, and even though I mentioned this
in last month’s Bulletin, I’d like to speak 
briefly, yet again, about recreational 
absences when school is in session. I have 
written about this often this past year, too, 
but it still bears repeating. With MCAS 
looming next month and again in May, this
is an important reminder. This year we are 
again on a different MCAS schedule where
the window for virtually all of the testing 
will be from the beginning of April all the 
way to Memorial Day. It will be very hard 
to make up chunks of tests missed because 
of this new schedule. Please try to keep 
this in mind as you make family plans. 
Thanks…

David

Mark Your Calendar 
Early dismissal every
Thursday  12:20 PM

March

2, Friday
McT Book Swap, 6-8 PM

5-9, Mon-Fri
Stink Week

16, Friday
Scrip Orders Due

20, Tuesday
PTSO Meeting, 7 PM

24, Saturday
International Night, 
5-7:30 PM

30, Friday
No School, Good Friday

April

English Language Arts 
Comprehension MCAS

April 2-4: Grades 3 & 4
April 9-11: Grades 5 & 6

9, Monday
PTSO Meeting, 7 PM

16-20
No School, Spring Recess

Reminder! 
Turn in Donelan's receipts to
earn free supplies for McT!
Receipts dated through 
March 31, 2018 are eligible.

- Auction update and contest
- Scrip Giveaway
- McT student art displays
- International Night
- McT Tag Sale
- And more!

Look Inside For . . . 



McT PTSO Update 
by Judy Bourdon, PTSO chair

All are always welcome at our monthly PTSO meetings. Please come join this month's open forum to discuss the Future
of McT. 

As we head towards spring and warmer weather, we have several events planned for March:
• Book Swap – Friday, March 2 from 6-8 PM in the Multipurpose Room.

This is a completely free event to attend and to select books to take home. Books are donated by McT families. 
This is a great event to expand your home library with some new reading options!

• Monthly PTSO meeting and Open Forum –Tuesday, March 20 at 7 PM in the Parker Damon Library.
We're in the process of changing the format of our monthly meeting, and we'd like input from McT families. The 
monthly meetings will be an open discussion of Future PTSO Goals, and focus on the Identify of McT.  Our 
principal David Krane will also give an update. 

• International Night – Saturday, March 24 from 5-7:30 PM in the Parker Damon Building.
This is a joint McT and Merriam event. There is a Global Village with activities from around the world, an 
International Potluck where you can sample dishes, a Global Runway to see international dress, and student 
performances. This is a fun and interesting event for kids and parents alike!

Other upcoming events include: the Auction and Yard Sale in April, and Family Field Day in June.

Thank you to all who support McT and the PTSO through attending events, or participating in the fundraising. 

Volunteers are always welcome for the McCarthy PTSO! We are looking for a few volunteers for specific roles. If you 
have any interest in helping plan a Fun Run fundraiser, please contact me.

Visit http://mctptso.org/ to get an overview of our plans for the year, as well as specific events on our calendar.  Contact the 
PTSO chair Judy Bourdon at judyandroland@gmail.com.

Script Update and Giveaway

Do you see the Scrip Order Form come home every month 
and say, “nah!”? Please reconsider and read on. 

The Scrip program is truly an easy and great way to help 
pay for our assistant hours without having to spend any 
additional money. If you buy a CVS or Starbucks card to 
use when you shop there, you get the full value (not spend 
anything more than you normally would) and that merchant
gives a percentage to McT. Yes, stores we spend money at 
are helping to fund OUR teaching assistants. 

Starting to think about Easter? Or, thinking about your 
Passover menu? The Scrip program can help with your 
holiday needs! Shaw’s, Stop & Shop and Whole Foods 
participate in our program, and, what kid wouldn’t love an 
iTunes, GameStop or Target Gift Card? You can also take 
care of your wardrobe woes by purchasing cards to most 
major retailers. Put your shopping dollars to work by 
purchasing Scrip cards today!

Orders are due on Friday, March 16 at 2:50 pm. Your 
Scrip cards will be sent home on or before Friday, March 
23rd. Questions? Contact Pam Hippensteele 
(phippensteele@gmail.com). 

Giveaway Alert! 

Every family that places an order this month will be entered
to win a FREE DRINK TICKET for the amazing and 
always-fun McCarthy-Towne Auction on April 7th.  

The winner of this ticket will be able to try a signature 
drink. Will it be Clark’s Holiday Bonus, Pretty in Pink, Red
Ferrari in the Circle, or Pucker Up, Buttercup?  The 
signature drink will be announced soon! 
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And so much more!

http://mctptso.org/
mailto:phippensteele@gmail.com
mailto:judyandroland@gmail.com


McT Auction Coming Soon!
 A Night With John Hughes

When: Saturday, April 7 from 5:30–10:30 PM 

Where: Devens Common Center in Devens, MA 
     (a short 20 minute drive, straight out on Rt. 2)

 
Tickets: Look for ticket order forms to come home in 

backpacks soon

Volunteers Needed
Would you like to help out on the night of the auction but hate to decorate? The Back Room needs help tallying bids and 
connecting people with their winnings! Contact Cinda Lavely at lilyadvance@gmail.com if you and/or a family 
member can participate.

Drink Contest Still Underway
Enter for your chance to win a free drink ticket! Submit a themed cocktail to feature at the auction. Multiple entries 
welcome. Two winners will be selected. Each drink submission should include:

• Name of drink
• List of key ingredients

Please email your entry to Cura at cmpfeff@comcast.net and Alyssa at lyssanr@yahoo.com with your submission.

McCarthy-Towne and Merriam International Night
March 24, 2008 Parker Damon Building 5-7:30 PM

Celebrate the Cultural DIVERSITY of our schools!
Come join an evening of learning, fun and community.

This year's theme is THE GLOBAL RUNWAY.
We'll celebrate unique fashions and traditional dress from 

around the world.  And back by popular demand, we'll end the 
event with a community Dance Jam!

All Merriam and McT families are welcome and encouraged to
participate! 
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Global Village
Explore crafts, games and activities from around 
the world, and collect stamps for your passport.

International Potluck
Share and sample dishes from around the 

world.

Global Runway
Show off your favorite international 

dress by joining a fun fashion parade.

Student Performances
Enjoy dance and musical performances by 
McCarthy-Towne and Merriam students.

Volunteers needed!
Please consider hosting a country table 

in the Global Village, or registering for another event. 

Contact Dee, at deepika@patternreview.com,
to volunteer or register for the events.

Admission
$5/person or $15/family

Cash or check only

This is a family event. Students should be supervised 
at all times.

mailto:lyssanr@yahoo.com
mailto:cmpfeff@comcast.net
mailto:lilyadvance@gmail.com
mailto:deepika@patternreview.com


March is National Youth Art Month

McCarthy-Towne is celebrating the arts by participating in 
several student art exhibits:

• Mass Art Education Association, Building 
Community Through Art, State Transportation 
Building in Boston, Feb. 5-March 27, with. 
Family celebration Sunday, March 4, 12-4 PM.

• AB Celebrates Youth Art Month at the Sargent 
Memorial Library in Boxborough, March 6-April 
4. Reception Thursday, March 8, 4-5:30 PM.

• Worcester Art Museum, March 8-March 31, in the
Higgins Education Wing of the Worcester Art 
Museum. Family Celebration, Sunday, March 11, 
2:30-2:30 PM.

• “Our House is a Very Fine House” at Gallery 
Seven Frame Shop, 7 Nason St. Maynard, March 
10-April 14. Reception Saturday, March 10, 6-8 
PM. 

Stink Week Benefit Night

Registered McT students will be participating in the 
Decibels Foundation's 8th Annual Stink Week campaign 
from March 5-9.  Since Stink Week started in 2011, over 
$120,000 has been raised to support children with hearing 
loss and their families!

Participants wear a Stink Week shirt all week, and:

• Learn more about what it means to have hearing 
loss.

• Complete daily challenges & share what they've 
learned.

• Raise awareness about hearing loss.

Stink Week Benefit Night 
The Flatbread Company

213 Burlington Road, Bedford
Tuesday March 6th 5-9 PM

Early spring cleaning? Please save your gently used 
clothing, toys, household items, and more to donate to our 
upcoming school-wide Tag Sale coming Saturday, May 5. 
Donations will be collected Friday, May 4 after school and
into the evening!

Volunteers needed!  Up for helping with this fun and 
important school fundraiser? Contact Erika Hanley-Onken 
at erika.hanleyonken@gmail.com   or Becky Manseau 
Barnett at becky@highrock.org to learn more or to 
volunteer for the sale

McT Mileage Club Coming Soon
New Leadership Needed 

It may be sooner than later that the spring session of McT 
Mileage Club can begin. Given this mild winter, we will be 
looking to get our laps going again in early April. If you 
have been part of the Mileage Club, watch for an email 
with the start date and other important info later this month.
If you would like to give this free morning exercise 
program a try, please email Chris Hanlon at 
hanlonchristopher@hotmail.com to be added to our 
email list.

This spring will mark the 12th session of the Mileage Club,
and it will also be the final one for the Hanlon family as 
they wrap up their stay at McT. New parent leadership is 
necessary in order for this program to continue past this 
spring.  If you are interested, let Chris know as this spring 
would be a great time to get some transitional training. 

Get fit! Get feet!
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McT 
Tag Sale

New Date!
May 5

mailto:hanlonchristopher@hotmail.com
mailto:becky@highrock.org
mailto:erika.hanleyonken@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ojlTvd-ntaocj3iQat2vfLYcNnyIVZC0sADffKC4MRaPvF5SMxqDR13AQQBmPeoqZQzeqbaXfyLQrrfybkUdX-jjJEGpR2ltD8z7tTZ8AWiBo8gZ7Nenjvn0pdBUl8_ihTkbOYfzR86S2_0M0g5WswFQjNGPpyOB7bwZVTtHQG1fO-6w6t_CT6-hLMVT-txpiOElO3cTFJ0=&c=3VyxcvapMx50fhR6W4gJRMuVHb1egB0gNHGpM0yPqqECchxOpd7EMw==&ch=eY_IMSi41iuafzhEKKs21Lkcc88SttoL3nnz_LRjz68_9HLjwk73uw==


Immunization Requirements
Important Notice to 6th Grade Parents/Guardians

The Massachusetts Department of Public Health requires the following for all students entering Grade 7 in September 2018:

• MMR - 2 doses 

• Varicella - A physician-certified history of chicken pox disease or 2 doses of  varicella vaccine 

• Hepatitis B - 3 doses

• Tdap - A single dose of Tetanus, Diphtheria and acellular Pertussis vaccine

• A copy of an up-to-date physical examination 

Many of these vaccines may have been administered while your child was in elementary school. Please check with your 
HealthCare Provider to be certain that your child’s immunizations are up-to-date and documented in his/her record. 

Send a copy of the exam and updated information record to your elementary school health office.  The information will be 

included in your child’s health record when it is transferred to the Junior High School in June. If you do not have the 
necessary paperwork completed before the end of school, send it to the school nurse at the Junior High School (16 Charter 

Road) by August 31, 2018.

Spring 2017 MCAS Dates

Students in grades 3, 4, 5, and 6 will be taking MCAS tests 
this spring. Please avoid scheduling trips and appointments 
during the MCAS testing periods. Testing begins at the start
of the school day, so students should avoid late arrival to 
school. If they arrive after their class begins the test, they 
will not be able to take the test that day. The schedule is as 
follows: 

English Language Arts Comprehension
• Grades 3 and 4: April 2, 3, and 4
• Grades 5 and 6: April 9, 10, and 11

Math
• Grades 3 and 4: May 8 and 9
• Grades 5 and 6: May 15 and 16

Science, Technology & Engineering
• Grade 5 ONLY: May 21 and 22

Grade K-5: Not at McT Next Year?

Are you moving out of Acton this summer or is your child 
going to a different school next year? Please complete a 
“Release of Records” form as soon as possible. 

If you need to complete the form over the summer, note 
that the school office is open for limited hours, so call 
ahead to make sure someone will be available, 978-264-
3377. Since the Health Office is closed in the summer, 
health records will not be available. 

Save the Date! McT Family Field Day

Join us on Thursday, June 7 from 5:30–7:30 PM for the 
annual McT Family Field Day. Be a part of the McT 
community of adults, kids and staff members as we play 
traditional and silly field games. There will be pizza and 
Kimball’s ice cream for sale at the event.

For more information or to volunteer at the event please 
contact virginia.tawa@gmail.com.

Update Contact Information

Please update your emergency contact information in 
Power School any time you have a change to the 
information. We are also noticing many people who have 
listed themselves under “Emergency Contacts.” If you 
think you may have done this, please update your 
information as soon as possible. Emergency contacts 
should be contacts OTHER THAN the parents/primary 
guardians.
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