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May Flowers
by David Krane, McT Principal

It seems that we are finally getting closer 
to experiencing spring. With all of this wet,
cold, and raw weather recently, it certainly 
feels like May could be coming in the 
same way that March did. It’s apparently 
not enough to have had an obscene number
of snow days and that our last day of 
school is now June 27, but we are only 
recently removed from a protracted cold 
spell. But as I’ve said often enough, New 
England weather is only predictable in its 
unpredictability… However, the flowers 
are still showing up, the trees outside our 
building are again flowering, and spring 
color is once again gracing our school. It’s 
always a great time of year!

With this seasonal change comes the 
conversation around placement for next 
year. Many of you have communicated 
with me your feelings and concerns about 
next year. We will certainly use this  
information as we build the new classroom
sections for next year. Constructing three 
balanced sections at each grade level for 
next year is a significant process. It is also 
a process that has started to ensure that 
every piece of information, academic and 

social, is considered as we do this work. 

As mentioned before, the weather is 
changing as we move deeper into spring, 
and some information bears repeating each 
year. Something the warmer weather 
affects is the kind of clothing that children 
wear to school. As it becomes warmer, 
children wear clothing that is lighter and 
more comfortable. This is a natural 
response and completely appropriate. In 
the past, though, we have noticed that 
sometimes children choose outfits that are 
more appropriate to the beach than to 
school. This is another time when adult 
guidance is invaluable. A reasonable 
guideline is for children to wear clothing 
that allows them to perform all school 
activities comfortably without drawing 
undue attention to themselves, and also 
that the torso is covered. We encourage all 
families to read the Handbook carefully 
with your student. While we do not have 
an explicit dress code at our school, we ask
that students wear clothing that is tasteful 
and appropriate for an educational setting.
(continued on next page)

Mark Your Calendar 
Early dismissal every
Thursday  12:20 PM

May
Math MCAS
   May 8-9: Grades 3 & 4
   May 15-16: Grades 5 & 6

Science, Technology & 
Engineering MCAS

May 21-22: Grade 5 only

4, Friday
McT Tag Sale Drop-Off
4-8 PM

5, Saturday
McT Tag Sale, 
8 AM – 12 PM

15, Tuesday
PTSO Meeting, 7 PM

24, Thursday 
Spring Choral Concert, 
7 PM

28, Monday
No School, Memorial Day
Memorial Day Parade

June
5, Tuesday
Elementary String Concert, AB 
High School, 7 PM

6, Wednesday
Elementary Band Concert
AB High School, 7 PM
rehearsal earlier in the day

7, Thursday
Family Field Day 
5:30-7:30 PM

12, Tuesday
PTSO Meeting, 7 PM

26, Tuesday
6th grade celebration 7-9 PM

27, Wednesday
Last day of school 

McT Tag Sale Saturday May 5th
The McT Tag Sale is TOMORROW! Please drop off donations TODAY! 

Need a new bike for spring? Looking for some good books? 
How about some new games for the kids? Come shop the McT Yard Sale!

Item drop off
Friday, May 4th from 5–8 PM.  

Items should be in GOOD and WORKING condition. We need your gently used 
household goods, clothing, books, toys, bikes, furniture, baby equipment (no cribs), 

gardening tools, sporting equipment, and more!

Shop the Sale
Saturday, May 5th from 8 AM – Noon.

We still need help!!
If you can help sort and price items today from 5-9 PM or help during the sale 

tomorrow, please text or email! 
Erika Hanley-Onken: erika.hanleyonken@gmail.com

Becky Manseau Barnett: becky@highrock.org or 617-710-8729

mailto:erika.hanleyonken@gmail.com
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McT PTSO Update 
by Judy Bourdon, PTSO chair 

Even though we are entering May, we still have several great events and two more monthly PTSO open forum meetings 
scheduled. Events this month and in June include:

✔ Tag Sale- Saturday May 5. Clear out your basement and garage, find some treasures for yourself, and raise funds 
for the school.

✔ Monthly PTSO meetings and Open Forums –Tuesday May 15 and Tuesday June 12 at 7:00 pm in the Parker 
Damon Library. 

✔ Family Field Day –Thursday June 7 from 5:30 to 7:00 pm at the Parker Damon Building. This is our spring social 
event where families gather at the school and enjoy “family picnic” style games as well as tasty ice cream.

Our monthly PTSO meetings are an open forum, focusing on future PTSO goals and the identity of McT. We'll also have a 
chance to hear updates from our principal David Krane, and will be discussing the next school year PTSO budget 
proposal. If you are interested in learning about how much money the PTSO raised this year and how it will be spent next 
year please stop by.  All are welcome and encouraged to attend!

April went by quickly with the Auction and School Vacation Week.

The Auction is our biggest fundraiser and it is because of this fundraiser that the MCT PTSO is able to continue to have so 
many great events at McT and to support McT. Thank you to all who made the auction possible! 

Look for more information in the Howler and this Bulletin on the Auction regarding online Auction for items that did not 
sell at the event, Auction Memories forms, and a survey to provide your input on the Auction. Please take the survey and let 
us know how we can ensure everyone has a great time in 2019.

Thanks to all who support McT and the PTSO through attending events or participating in the fundraising. 

Volunteers are always welcome for the McT PTSO! We are always looking for a few volunteers for specific roles. Visit 
http://mctptso.org/ to get an overview of our plans for the year, as well as specific events on our calendar.  Contact the 
PTSO chair Judy Bourdon at judyandroland@gmail.com.

(May Flowers, continued from page 1)
From the McCarthy-Towne Parent Handbook:

Clothing 
Students should be dressed appropriately for school and for
all weather conditions. The students are outside not only 
going to and from school, but also during the daily recess. 
A reasonable guideline is for students wear to clothing that
allows them to perform all school activities comfortably 
without drawing undo attention to themselves. Please make
sure that all clothing is labeled with student name. 

Thank you for your help. I appreciate your support and 
interest in what happens at school and knows that this 
creates a positive and supportive environment for all 
children. We are looking forward to a great finish to what 
has been a wonderful year!

- David
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 McT Auction:  Online Bidding and Survey

Thank you to everyone who attended the McCarthy-Towne PTSO Auction on April 7. It was another great year, thanks to 
the many volunteers who helped out throughout the year. 

We have a number of items that did not sell at the event that will be available for auction online between May 7 and May 
18. Visit the McCarthy-Towne School 2018 Auction Catalog to bid! (https://mct.schoolauction.net/2018/catalog)

Wanted to attend the auction but were not able to, or you just weren’t able to win that class art piece you had your eye on? 
Keep watch because those Auction Memories forms will be coming home via back pack mail the next week or two.

Whether you attended the auction or not, we need your help to make next year's event a success. Please take the McCarthy-
Towne PTSO Auction survey and let us know how we can ensure everyone has a great time in 2019! 
(https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FTKR2PD)

Lost and Found

Remember to label, label, label! Please write your child’s 
name in all belongings: back packs, lunch boxes, water 
bottles, sweatshirts, fleeces, both boots, both mittens, hats, 
anything and everything that may become separated from 
your child. Items that have names, labels, a phone number 
or any identifiable clue can get back to the rightful owner. 
I’m getting very good at initials even! O.I.S....and size 7-8, 
why, of course, it’s Olive Straayer in Kari’s 2nd grade class.
Lots of time and energy is put into trying to get lost items 
in the Lost and Found to the rightful owner. But if it’s not 
labeled...it’s tricky. My identifying super powers can only 
get me so far!

All unclaimed items are laundered, sorted by size, and 
donated to The Clothes Closet 
(http://www.actonfoodpantry.org/clothing  ) after each 
school break.

Lost and Found’s next big sort and clean out will be at the 
close of school. Beginning the week of June 18, all lost 
items will be sorted, folded, and laid out on tables right 
there at Lost and Found for easy viewing in the hope an 
item catches a student’s eye. All unclaimed items will be 
donated Wednesday, June 28th.

Please contact Mariah Straayer with any questions, at 
mariahstraayer@yahoo.com.  

Scrip Gift Cards

Happy Spring! May is the perfect time to purchase all those
end-of-year thank you gifts for teachers, assistants, 
coaches, bus drivers, etc...AND for all those graduates in 
your life. The last weeks of school fly by, so don’t be left 
scrambling! The Scrip program allows you to purchase 
gifts cards to all your favorite places without having to take
a trip to the mall. Each Scrip card that you purchase earns a
rebate for McT, without any extra cost to you. Order Scrip 
cards now and have them in time for your year end gift-
giving. 

The May order form will be in backpacks Friday, May 4th. 
Please complete the form and send it in along with a check 
made out to MCT PTSO with your child by May 18th. The
Scrip orders will be sent home on or before Thursday, May 
24th. Questions? Contact Pam Hippensteele at 
phippensteele@gmail.com  .

McT Mileage Club

The McT Mileage Club is a free, drop-in morning exercise 
program for McT students, parents, and staff. Log laps on 
the back playground. 

When: Friday mornings, 7:40 – 8:05 AM.
Where: Back playground, Parker Damon Building
How do I get involved: Complete a form for each child 
participating. Forms are available in the office and at the 
Mileage Club meetings. You also can volunteer to help! 

Contact Chris Hanlon at hanlonchristopher@hotmail.com 
to volunteer or join our mailing list.
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Remaining Spring 2017 MCAS Dates

Students in grades 3 through 6 will continue to take MCAS 
tests this spring. Testing begins at the start of the school 
day. If they arrive after their class begins the test, they will 
not be able to take the test. The schedule is as follows:

Math
Grades 3 and 4: May 8 and 9
Grades 5 and 6: May 15 and 16

Science, Technology & Engineering
Grade 5 ONLY: May 21 and 22

Calling All Singers for the McT 
Adult Chorus

On Thursday, May 24 at 7 PM, the 4th, 5th, and 6th grade
choruses will be performing their annual spring concert. We
would like to augment this concert with the McT Adult 
Chorus, the McCarthy-Tones. We'll perform one piece of 
fun music to share with the students and audience at this 
concert. We invite any adult connected with McT to join us 
– parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, alumnae, neighbors! 
We'll be rehearsing on Monday, May 14 at 3:15 PM and 
Wednesday, May 16 at 7 PM. We ask that you attend one 
rehearsal to prepare for this event.

For more information or to sign up, please contact Jillian 
Falvo at jfalvo@abschools.org. We hope to see you there! 

McT Family Field Day

Join us on Thursday, June 7 from 5:30–7:30 PM for the 
annual McT Family Field Day. Be a part of the McT 
community of adults, kids, and staff members as we play 
traditional and silly field games. There will be pizza and 
Kimball’s ice cream for sale at the event.

Parents and teachers have many opportunities to volunteer -
Sell pizza, scoop ice cream, or run games! Please consider 
helping out at this fun event. To volunteer please contact 
Virgina Tawa at virginia.tawa@gmail.com.

CORI Forms for Parent Volunteers

CORIs are valid for 3 years. Because of the size of our 
district, all CORIs are renewed on a 3-year calendar basis, 
as opposed to a rolling basis (three years from the date you 
were CORIed). We have begun accepting CORIs for 
volunteering in the school for this new 3-year CORI cycle, 
1/1/18-12/31/20.

All parent volunteers need to be CORIed by the beginning 
of next school year, 9/1/18. If you find yourself in our 
school and you will have a child here in September, it 
would be beneficial to complete the CORI at that time. As a
reminder, you only need to be CORIed once for the entire 
district, not for each school in which you have children 
attending.

If you have any questions, please contact Christine Hanley 
at chanley@abschools.org.  

Grade K-5: Not at McT Next Year?

Are you moving out of Acton this summer, or is your child 
going to a different school next year? Please complete a 
“Release of Records” form as soon as possible

If you need to complete the form over the summer, note 
that the school office is open for limited hours, so call 
ahead to make sure someone will be available, 978-264-
3377. Since the Health Office is closed in the summer, 
health records will not be available.

6th Grade Celebration
June 26th!

Save the date for the 6th grade
celebration.

Tuesday, June 26 7-9 PM
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SUN SAFETY FOR CHILDREN

Childhood sunburns can increase your child’s risk of developing skin cancer as an adult. Even a suntan 
can be harmful to children. Tanning is an outward sign of internal skin damage. Research shows that much
of the damage to skin is done in the first 18 years of life. Protecting skin and eyes during these early years 
can reduce the risk of some types of skin cancer by up to 78%. Melanoma is a cancer of younger people 
and can start as early as adolescence. 

Youth and Skin Cancer

➔ 50% of lifetime exposure to UV light occurs during childhood and adolescence.
➔ It can take less than 10 minutes for a child’s skin to burn.
➔ Children with severe sunburns are at an increased risk for skin cancer.
➔ A person born today is twice as likely to develop malignant melanoma compared to someone born only a decade 

ago, and 12 times more likely as someone born 50 years ago.
➔ Being sun safe is the first step to reduce the chances of getting skin cancer later in life.

Teach Children Sun Safe Habits

Children learn healthy habits best at a young age. Therefore, it is important to begin protecting your children from the 
beginning and teach them the importance of sun safety. With sun damage accumulating over a person’s lifespan, beginning 
sun safety habits at a young age should be a priority.

➔ Maximize protection between the hours of 10 AM to 4 PM.
➔ Wear sun protective, light colored clothing including long sleeved shirts and pants made of tightly

woven fabric.
➔ Wear a wide-brimmed hat that protects head, face, ears and neck. If a baseball cap is worn, make

sure to use sunscreen on ears and neck.
➔ Wear UV-protective sunglasses with 99%-100% UV absorption.
➔ During peak sun hours (10-4 PM) seek shade. Shadow rule-if your shadow is shorter than you, the

sun’s rays are at their strongest and you should seek shade.
➔ Encourage children to play in shaded areas, especially during peak sun hours.
➔ Use a sunscreen of SPF 15+ and apply a generous amount (about a palmful) 30 minutes before

going outside.
➔ Reapply sunscreen every 90 minutes or after swimming, towel drying or perspiring, even if the label says the 

product is waterproof. Don’t forget the lips and ears - both areas can burn just as easily.
➔ Strongly discourage the use of tanning beds.

Further information can be found on the following web sites:
www.shadefoundation.org

https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/skin/
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