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McCarthy-Towne School PTSO Meeting Minutes 
May 15, 2018 

 
 

Attendees 
Jennifer Beale, Secretary   Judy Bourdon, Sr Chair  
Allison Forseter, Treasurer   David Krane, Principal   
Jen Pratt, Faculty Rep   Alyssa Robinson, Auction Co-Chair 
Tracey Smith, Parent Involvement Coordinator  
 
Call to Order 
Meeting was called to order at 7:08 PM. April minutes were reviewed and 
approved with minor change. Motion by Jen P, second by David. 
 
Principal’s Report  

 MCT is in the midst of MCAS and all is going smoothly. There’s been some 
feedback that the tests are harder than in years past, possibly due to 
calibration of the new test. 

 Interviews are in progress for Special Ed and 4th grade openings. Alison 
Lahey will be moving to the Learning Center therefore we’ll need to hire 
another Resource Room teacher for the upper grades. They have someone 
in mind and will be meeting with the Superintendent next week to discuss.  

 Assistant hours will stay the same next year though David may re-distribute 
some of the hours.  

 School Council goal work is almost completed. There are 4 goals for next 
year and David will share those once finalized. One of the goals is to 
educate the parent community on some of MCT’s key differentiators 
including art integration and responsive classroom.  

 Heather Matthews, Heather Wilson, and Kari James did a PowerPoint 
presentation to the School Committee on Art Integration. The presentation 
was very well received and the teachers did a great job presenting. 

 The MCT scholarship will be presented next week. 

 CASE classrooms are leaving MCT due to space issues.  

 Need to set expectations for PTSO fundraising and how we use the money 
since we’re no longer paying for assistants.  
 

Treasurer’s Report  

 Report was reviewed and approved. Motion by David, second by Jen B. 
Please see handout for details.  

 
Looking Back 

 Alyssa provided a summary of the auction. The camp auction is a lot of 
work for very little money so that may go away next year.  

 There was feedback that there should be more bundling of items in order to 
simplify and to bring in more money.  

 There were fewer volunteers than in years past.  
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Looking Ahead 

 Judy attended the Joint PTSO meeting. There was a presentation by Erin 
Bettez and Kate Murray on the afterschool programs for next year. Kate has 
volunteered to talk with MCT parents if they have questions.  

 Tracey is working on the contract with Coffee Pond for next year.  

 Family Field Day is coming up on June 7.  

 Volunteers are needed next year for the following: Fall Social Co-Chair, 
Auction Jr Chair, Book Fair. 

 Review of Budget: The amount budgeted for contracted services is an 
estimate. Due to the decreased expense of contracted services (because of 
the district covering additional assistant hours beginning with the 2018-19 
school year) the amount of funding in some other areas is being increased. 
Two areas where a need is seen for increased funding are CPAC and 
student aid. There was a brief discussion about the possibility of awarding 
TWO $500 scholarships. We will look into whether any of the other 
elementary schools award multiple scholarships. 

 During the discussion of budget items, there was a question about 
playground equipment funding. David feels very strongly that parents 
should not have to fund playground equipment. There was a side 
discussion about the framework of recess for 5/6 changing next year where 
kids can make choices and (on some days) will be offered the option of 
structured games, board games, and other choices. Kids will still have the 
option to do regular recess five days a week. This plan is still in the 
discussion stage with teachers. 
 

 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:17 PM. Motion by David, second by Tracey.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jennifer Beale, PTSO Secretary 


