
McCarthy-Towne School PTSO Meeting 
October 2, 2018 

 
Attendees 
Vidya Joshi, PTSO Senior Chair     Tracey Smith, Parent Involvement Coordinator 
Judy Bourdon       Loren Ettwein, PTSO Junior Chair 
Kerry Lewis       Blaine Stuart 
Allison Forseter, PTSO Treasurer    Lisa Osgood 
Andrew Chase       David Krane, Principal 
Katie Coburn       Jillian Fountain 
Heather Marie       Shelley Cole 
Justin Kessler, PTSO Teacher Rep 
 
 
Call to Order 

 The meeting was called to order at 6:35 

 Justin Kessler, the new PTSO Faculty Rep led the attendees with the One Minute Greeting. 

 The June meeting minutes were reviewed with a correction to include Judy Bourdon and Allison Forseter in the 
list of attendees. 

 
 
Principal’s Report 

 We have a larger enrollment this year due to the additional 4th and 5th grade classrooms. CASE classrooms had 
to be moved out of the building to make space for these additional classes.  

 Next year, the new 4th grade teacher will move to 6th grade (to accommodate the additional rising 5th grade class) 
and the new 5th grade teacher will stay with 5th grade (to accommodate the additional rising 4th grade class). The 
half-day K classroom will move to the main floor so that all four 6th grade classes will be together. 

 Lots of new personnel and changes: 
o Allison Leahy moved to the Learning Center 
o Jillian Wigmore is the new 4-6 Resource Room teacher 
o Christine Wysokowski is the new music teacher 
o Kay Kamiyama is the new librarian 
o Jocelyn Hotte is the new 5th grade teacher 
o Meaghan Powers is the new 4th grade teacher 
o Jillian MacLean is the new 1st grade teacher 
o Emma Twitchell is the new K-3 Resource Room teacher 

 This is the end of only our second full five-day week of school.  So far, all is good. David expressed being very 
impressed with our new Superintendent as he has been both an educator and an administrator throughout his 
career. 

 David touched on the sentiment that this has been a big year for changes in transportation and that -all things 
considered- things are going pretty well except for the fact that not all buses are getting to school by the start 
time. This is a big deal with such a tight school-day schedule. Some teachers have had to adjust the time they 
have Morning Meeting to accommodate the late arrival of buses. 

 
 
Treasurer’s Report 

 This is a short report this month. Not much to report yet.  

 Allison explained how the PTSO account is sort of a “way station” for fieldtrip funds. The PTSO accepts the 
money and then pays it out to the various vendors. 

 Allison noted that our account is starting off about 20K short of where we started last year and this is due, 
primarily, to the PTSO not raising as much money last year. She also noted that we will not have such high 
Contracted Services payments this year because of the district allocating more money for assistants so that we - 
as a PTSO - will be able to put more money towards things like cultural assemblies and student financial aid for 
things like fieldtrips. There are lots of fieldtrips and David wants to make sure that no child is excluded for financial 
reasons.  

 A deposit has been paid to Shaker Hills for next year’s Auction. There may be changes to the format of the 
auction. Auction Chairs are still working out the details. 

 A parent who came from Blanchard questioned whether every school uses PTSO funds to pay for assistants. A 
conversation ensued about how each PTSO uses their funds differently and how the district is trying to bring 
equity by paying for additional assistant hours across all of the schools. 

 



Looking Back 

 The playground playdates were a mix. The dates in July had very low attendance, but the dates in August were 
very well attended. One new parent mentioned attending one in August and finding it very easy to talk to “veteran” 
McT parents and that everyone was very welcoming. 

 Open House was very successful and had a large turnout. 

 Kerry Lewis, who was a volunteer, reported that Picture Day went very smoothly. Coffee Pond is very organized. 
 
 
Looking Ahead 

 A schedule of upcoming PTSO meetings was passed out. Vidya noted that this year we are holding some of the 
meetings during the daytime to accommodate different schedules. 

 A PTSO events calendar was also passed out. Vidya highlighted that our Book Fair this year will be stocked by 
our local bookstore, The Silver Unicorn.Tracey wanted to make special note of the Specials Back-to-School Night, 
Game Night and the Fall Social which are all just weeks away. She also called attention to the special Parent 
Forum scheduled for January or February (date TBD soon) and World Heritage Day (formerly known as 
International Night).  

 
 
PTSO Survey Feedback 

 Vidya gave a quick rundown of the highlights from the parent survey. 
o The responses were spread pretty evenly across the grades. 
o Almost all parents (94%) feel that the role of the PTSO should be to organize events that bring the 

community together and 82% feel that the role of the PTSO should also include raising funds for the 
school. 

o Almost all (96%) returning families are receiving timely communications on events, with email being the 
preferred means of communication. 

o Parents would be more inclined to attend meetings if they were better informed about the date and time of 
the meetings, if meeting times were convenient, and if they featured topics of interest. 

o Some topics that parents are interested in include: forum with the Superintendent and School Committee, 
information about wellness and in helping children develop self-advocacy skills, as well as topics on math 
and science and on the role of MCAS. 

 
Vidya gave a reminder that our next meeting will be on Monday, October 15th at 6:30 and it will feature a visit from our 
new Superintendent, Peter Light. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:04 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tracey Smith 
Parent Involvement Coordinator 
  


